RMDS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
February 13, 2025
Zoom Meeting
Meeting @ 6:30 PM

Attendance: Sharon Soos, Heather Petersen, Darby Savoca, Patricia Weed, Ginka Kubelka, Karen Harkin, Kristen Allen, Judi
DeVore, Nicole Bizzarro, Grace Davis, Sloane Rosenthal, Janeen Cochi, Natalie Mendik, Andrea Osmond, Eva Morrison, Katie

Knight, Shannon Lemons, Shannon Moyes Clark, Brenda Haley, Marilou Metcalf

Proxies: Nadia Westra to Sloane Rosenthal

Call to Order-President
Meeting called to order at 6:34 pm by Sloane Rosenthal

Secretary - Approval of Minutes - We will approve the January minutes in March, sorry.

Treasurers Report
Operating Funds as of January 31, 2025
Checking Account
PayPal Account (January 16, 2025)
Restricted Funds as of January 31, 2025
Scholarship Account
RMDS Scholarship
Barbara H McElnea
Percy
Subtotal

Operating Funds as of February 12, 2025
Checking Account
PayPal Account
Outstanding Checks
Pending Deposits
Subtotal Operating Funds

Restricted Funds as of February 12, 2025
Scholarship Account
RMDS Scholarship
Barbara H McElnea
Percy
Subtotal
Total

Sloane Rosenthal

Heather Petersen
Sharon Soos

$108,434.58
S 14,831.02

$ 4,257.29
$ 7,000.00
$ 12,533.71
$ 23,791.00

$104,778.60
501.84

S

S

$ 105,280.44

$ 3,757.29
$  7,000.00
$ 12,033.71
$ 22,791.00
$ 128,071.44

Available Cash as of February 12, 2025

$128,071.44

Discussion:

e (Can we start a separate account for the orphan trophy funds like we have for the scholarship funds?
e Online filing of 1099 NECs went well and the forms were mailed to the folks as well.

President’s Message: Thank you to everyone for your hard work on the banquet.



Central Office Darby Savoca
Darby questioned us spending $75 per month on a phone that doesn’t really ever get calls. Sloane suggested a google
number perhaps? You can set it to forward. We have a contract with AT&T through April 2026.

Next Executive Board Meetings (2" Thursday odd months-exceptions noted) —
Executive Board Meetings:
Reports: Jan 9, March 13, May 8, July 10, Sept 11, Oct 9 (budget)
No reports: Feb 13, Apr 10, June 12, Aug 14, Dec 11.
2025 RMDS EVENTS:

Banquet January 11 — Arvada Center
Sport Horse Sept 17 - Co Horse Park
Championships Sept 18-21 — Co Horse Park
BOG Nov 15 JeffCo Fairgrounds

Instructor Continuing Education — Heather and Gwen talked to Sarah Geikie about staying after the High Plains for a day to
offer a program for our trainers. It’s $800 for the day and Gwen is working on getting a facility donated.

Magazine Wrap Up Nicole Bizzarro/Darby

We had 49 advertisers. We lost some regulars, but for good reasons and through no fault of the publication. Nicole
reduced her hours for 13.5%. Cost of printing did go up, as it does go every year. How do we compensate Una is the major
guestion. We had some discussion points. We would still like to see a global sponsorship model for the organization utilized
as well. Starting in March, we will start working with a task force to determine the future of the magazine. We will work in a
separate meeting on the resolution of things with Una.

Chapter Awards Reports

After much discussion regarding the Chapter Awards Report (produces an overall median report) versus the RMDS Awards
Report (produces a top 80% median report). It would be 6 hours of programing to create the report. Boulder Valley will look
at how they do their awards program.

Vacant Positions
Vice President
Championships — Sharon suggested we consider removing this as a chair and instead hire a coordinator as a
contractor. It’s a very valid idea.
Communications
Any thoughts from anyone? We really need help to find folks to help our organization.

Equestrian Protection Bill
We can support legislation, but not candidates and such. Katie raised the question of what is the support that they are
looking for? A letter of support, funding, emailing things out? Darby will ask Karen what she wants from RMDS.

Education Judi DeVore / Dorothy Kapaun

e Do It Yourself Freestyle Session 1 on January 31st was a success with many people sending cudos by email
immediately after the Zoom ended. The presenters did a great job and generated a lot of enthusiasm for the topic.
We had 32 registered for this session many who are also signed up for Session 2.

e Do It Yourself Freestyle Session 2 will be on February 10th on how to put the pieces together once you’ve identified
good music for your horse’s rhythm and gaits.

e February 18 1-4 PM Heather Petersen TD Class. New Rules that apply to all competitors! Moving to February 24,

e This free continuing education offered by CSU on Equine Podiatry is every Monday night this month at 6 PM.
Excellent information about the hoof and related services offered at CSU. These are being recorded and you must
register to attend or get the recording. The link to register: https://cdelinkit.cvmbs.colostate.edu/m/1/51669986/02-
b25010-e0a34ff8e3ff42428bf41d73eaad6cal/2/692/190f3ce0-8a88-4080-9011-3042e40a2f73

o Feb. 3, 6 p.m. MST: Anatomy of the equine hoof and digit, Dr. Raul Bras



https://cdelinkit.cvmbs.colostate.edu/m/1/51669986/02-b25010-e0a34ff8e3ff42428bf41d73eaad6ca0/2/692/190f3ce0-8a88-4080-9011-3042e40a2f73
https://cdelinkit.cvmbs.colostate.edu/m/1/51669986/02-b25010-e0a34ff8e3ff42428bf41d73eaad6ca0/2/692/190f3ce0-8a88-4080-9011-3042e40a2f73

o Feb. 10, 6 p.m. MST: Diagnostics, Dr. Karen Blake

o Feb. 17, 6 p.m. MST: Management, prevention, and intervention, Dr. Jaret Pulle

o Feb. 24, 6 p.m. MST: Case studies and services provided at CSU, Dr. Jaret Pullen

e We are continuing to explore options for where to hold the George Williams/Chrisitne Traurig Symposium for 2026.
Latigo Ranch was available the third weekend of April but just the week before, the World Cup will be held in Texas,
which would probably impact attendance at our Symposium.

o We are looking for dates that are at least two weeks separated from this event but still in April due to
clinician availability. April 25/26, 2026 appears to be the only option as we get into horse show season
afterward.

» Dorothy is exploring the Happy Dog Ranch Horse Sanctuary in Sedalia, which used to be a boarding
facility with indoor.

= Judiis exploring CSU’s BW Picket Arena which has stadium seating, concessions and a football-sized
arena.

Permanent Committee Reports Continued:

Adult Amateur Katie Knight/Marilou
We have a number of conversations going on, we’re meeting with the education committee to see where we
overlap. We are exploring doing a meeting with previous instructors and talk to their candidates and such.

Awards Shannon Lemons
One plaque to fix and Shannon will work on it in March. Hope to have ideas on storage for the April meeting.
Some discussion on dates for next year, having it a bit later. Looking at January 24™.

Communications Vacant
No Report

Database/Website — working on packages with CodeGeek and getting them a response.

Magazine — Already covered.

Junior/Young Riders Gabrielle Ward / Grace Davis
Met with the kids and discussed rider anxiety. March we are planning on a history of dressage. April do a
USDF/USEF programs call or how to register for shows and such. Logistics for goal setting. Working on a venue
for a jr/yr clinic with Sue Martin.

Marketing Kristen Allen
WEe'll cover it in the banquet report.

Professionals Sue Martin / Holly Bergay
Sue would like to do a couple more trainer clinics and Sloane will loop Sue in on the Sarah clinic.

Scholarship Karen Harkin
Everyone has received their checks and are working on report. Sloane and Karen are working on some changes to
the application.

Shows — Championships Vacant/Heather Petersen
We have received contracts from CHP, with the usual price increases.

Volunteer Janeen Cochi / Mary Morrissey
No report



Appointed Committee Reports:
1. Nominating Committee — Chapter Presidents Ginka Kubelka
Speak to Ginka if you have an interest in a position. We need more folks ©

2. BOG - November 15, 2025 Heather Petersen
JeffCo application is in for 2025.

3. Banquet — Sloane Rosenthal
Total receipts were about $34K before expenses and fees. Venue was $4K, catering $10K, bartender $1300.
Auctioneer and some trips we had to pay our portion of - $1800. Net proceeds about $17K but will adjust after
processing fees and such. Positive feedback from folks. Looking at moving it to January 24%™". We weren’t thrilled
with the auctioneer and we will look at shifting that for 2026.

Region 5 Report Heather Petersen
Read the February report in the USDF email newsletter

Old Business:
e None

New Business:
e None

Chapter Presidents:

1. Arkansas Valley Brenda Haley
No report
2. Boulder Valley Shannon Moyes Clark

Banquet went well, budget in the works, lunging clinic coming up.

3. Foothills Nadia Westra
No report
4. Grand Valley Karen Harkin

First shows coming up in April. We are hosting a freestyle symposium with Dolly Hannon April 5-6. Classroom on
April 51 and Ride-A-Test format on April 6.

5. High Plains Andrea Osmond
No report

6. Northern Colorado Eva Morrison
No report

7. On The Bit Ginka Kubelka
No report

8. Pikes Peak Patricia Weed

Dolly Hannon clinic March 22" in the Black Forest. Working on insurance policies.

Next Meeting is March 13th.
8:40 pm Meeting Adjourned
Respectfully submitted, Heather Petersen



