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RMDS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
January 9, 2025 
Zoom Meeting 

Meeting @ 6:30 PM 
 

Attendance: Sharon Soos, Heather Petersen, Darby Savoca, Dorothy Kapaun, Karen Harkin, Kristen Allen, Judi DeVore, 
Analiese Kovisto, Nicole Bizzarro, Grace Davis, Mary Morrissey, Marilou Metcalf, Shannon Moyes Clark, Sloane Rosenthal, 
Andrea Kucharczyk, Janeen Cochi, Nadia Westra, Eva Morrison, patricia Weed 
 
Proxies: Andrea Osmond to Andrea Kucharczyk; Ginka Kubelka to Heather Petersen; Katie Knight to Marilou Metcalf 
  
Call to Order-President          Sloane Rosenthal  
Meeting called to order at 6:35 pm by Sloane Rosenthal 
 
President Report          Sloane Rosenthal 
Welcome to everyone!  Thank you for joining us.  Sally has stepped down from the board, we are in need of a new vice 
president, so if you know of someone you think might fit this position, please reach out to Sloane. 
 
Vice President Report          Vacant 
No report 
 
Secretary - Approval of Minutes  - September, October, December 2024    Heather Petersen 
Marilou Metcalf made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by Nicole Bizzarro.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Treasurers Report           Sharon Soos 

Operating Funds as of December 31, 2024 

 Checking Account      $   83,942.47 

 PayPal Account (December 16, 2024)   $        539.54 

    Subtotal    $   84,482.01 

Restricted Funds as of December 31, 2024  

 Scholarship Account    

  RMDS Scholarship     $    4,757.29 

  Barbara H McElnea     $    7,000.00 

  Percy       $  12,533.71 

    Subtotal    $  24,291.00 

  Total       $ 108,773.01 
Reminders: 

 Reimbursement Request Form with Receipts MUST be submitted for reimbursement. 

 Chapters are responsible for preparing and submitting 1099 NECs for Chapter sponsored events 

 

Operating Funds as of January 8, 2025 

 Checking Account      $  94,162.47 

 PayPal Account      $        508.91   

  Outstanding Checks     $       ???? 

  Pending Deposits     $       ???? 

Subtotal Operating Funds  $   94,671.38 

Restricted Funds as of January 8, 2025  

 Scholarship Account    

  RMDS Scholarship     $     4,757.29 

  Barbara H McElnea     $     7,000.00 
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  Percy       $   12,533.71 

    Subtotal    $   24,291.00 

 Total                     $ 118,962.38 
Central Office           Darby Savoca 
Membership 

 Registration – 231 as of 1/7 members for 2025-14 new horses since October, 2024                               
Shows:  

 Received show recognition applications for Millbrook Farms shows.  

 Calendar updated and current as of 1/7. 
Omnibus:  

 Nicole is starting production. 

 We are low on usable photos, extended the photo deadline to 1/8.  

 28 Advertisers have paid for ads as of 1/7. 
Database/Website: 

 Completed a system upgrade from Laravel 9 to Laravel 11 on 12/19/2024.  
Volunteer: 

 Clinics & shows need to send in their lists. Be sure volunteers know to double check their own Dashboards. 

 Updated to Dashboards as of 01/07/2025.  
General:  

 Request for digital signatures. Have been using my person Adobe Acrobat subscription to prepare forms for signing. 

 Sent out Conflict of Interest statements to the board and have been receiving them back.  
 

Next Executive Board Meetings (2nd Thursday odd months-exceptions noted) –  

 Executive Board Meetings:  
Reports: Jan 9, March 13, May 8, July 10, Sept 11, Oct 9 (budget) 

  No reports: Feb 13, Apr 10, June 12, Aug 14, Dec 11.  
2025 RMDS EVENTS: 
Banquet     January 11 – Arvada Center  
Sport Horse  Sept 17  -  Co Horse Park  
Championships  Sept 18-21 – Co Horse Park  
BOG        Nov 15 JeffCo Fairgrounds   
 

Permanent Committee Reports Continued: 
Adult Amateur          Katie Knight 

We are looking forward to a great 2025 dressage year! After holding a successful AA clinic with 
Jodi Lees last year, we are looking at a number of proposed clinicians we hope to have ready to 
propose at our next meeting. 
We hope to hold the clinic during better weather so that we can accommodate more of our front 
range riders. We would also like suggestions for arenas that might be willing to donate a 
weekend to us. The old Tolland Farms (Happy Dog Ranch) as a possible venue? Discussion of outside clinicians 
versus local clinicians and why RMDS has opted to use outside folks to enrich the education of our local 
members.  
There was a discussion of also having more than one event per season. 
 

Awards           Shannon Lemons 
Storage costs are up again, so this spring we will work on the conex plan.  I have also spent a lot of time creating 
self forming packing on the more fragile trophies and hope that people will use it so they don't get broken in 
transit. Emails with postage requests will go out the week after the banquet, and those who pay before Jan 24 
will get them mailed, otherwise I am out of town for the next 3 weeks, so it would be a while before I would send 
any others out.  Not that people will read the email I send out! 
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We are working to create the endowment for the trophies. We’ll use a letter to previous donors and then a 
paddle raise at the banquet itself. 
 

Communications         Analiese Kovisto 
We are working on getting the e-centaur out in the next few days. Social media has been getting updates from 
marketing so that’s been pretty active.  We are missing some personal tools that Sally provided, so we might 
have to figure out a few things.   
 
Database/Website – Things are going along.  We are looking at a maintenance package and signing a user 
contract with CodeGeek. 
 
Magazine – We did not have enough photo submissions but we are now getting more pictures in that will be 
more what we need. We’ll get the cover settled soon. Discussion of advertising trade outs and such.  Investing an 
online magazine flip for the website to put the final magazine online. 

 
Education         Dorothy Kapaun / Judi DeVore 

January 6th we had a Zoom with Mike Osinski who talked about his Olympic experience and other interesting 
details. We had about 14 people sign up for the call. The DIY Freestyle project is progressing and we currently 
have 8 people signed up for both sessions. The presenters are all volunteering their time so this event will be 
100% profit to the club. We did explore getting Latigo Ranch for a 2026 Symposium, but the only available 
weekend dates were March 28 and 29 and the clinicians George Williams and Christine Traurig are not available. I 
having a very hard time finding venues that are not already booked in April with standing events. Another option 
is to seek alternate clinicians but we may meet with the same problem since many are in FL. We need direction 
from the group on suggestions for how to proceed.  We’re going to look at April 2026 and try to find a facility and 
then fill in clinicians.  PPDS has offered Latigo for April 19-20, 2026 as well and will discuss as a club seeing if they 
would also instead give up the Saturday for April 18-19. 
 

Junior/Young Riders        Gabrielle Ward / Grace Davis 
We started out the year with a zoom Meet-and-greet meeting for the Jr/YR on January 2nd. The meeting was 
successful and we got a lot of feedback from the participants (7 attendees). One of the topics of discussion was 
what the Juniors/YRs would be interested in doing with our chair’s allocated $500. All of the participants were 
interested in doing a Jr/YR clinic, and Gabi suggested a clinic with Sue Martin, which was met with great 
enthusiasm. We approached Sue about this idea and she said she would donate her time for this clinic. We are 
now contacting/researching different location options.  
We have a February meeting planned for (FILL IN DATE)  with a central topic of battling Rider Anxiety, as this was 
something that was discussed at our January meeting. We are working on making a powerpoint for this meeting 
including excerpts from books, as well as experience from Gabi teaching young riders, and some ideas from 
Arianna Suto (mom of one of the juniors who works with riders with anxiety/mental health struggles). Other 
topics we discussed were the ideas of having pizza parties at horse shows for the juniors, and including more 
junior friendly prizes for first place winners at shows, such as bridle charms, made by the juniors themselves.  
One of our goals is to start having more participants in our zoom meetings, so we are working diligently on 
advertising and engaging with the community. We also sent out a form to the juniors/YRs to gauge interest on 
different topics and activities.  
Heather did talk to George Williams and he said he would come in for an extra day during one of his summer 
clinics at Heather’s to work with the juniors. 
 

Marketing         Kristen Allen 
Working on the banquet right now!   
  

Professionals          Sue Martin / Holly Bergay 
No Report 
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Scholarship         Karen Harkin 
The RMDS Scholarship Committee met on December 16, 2024. The Committee members were Karen Harkin, 
Chairperson; Edie Nielsen, Michelle Ruyle, Grace Davis, Janeen Cochi, Julie Burt and Stephanie Stokes. This group of 
ladies was amazing! All were very well-prepared, and we had nearly 100% agreement on every applicant’s scoring.  
The Committee reviewed ten application packages. There was a nice mix of applicants requesting scholarships for use 
with local and national trainers. There were no applicants for the Beverly Swanson Adult Amateur scholarship. Not all 
the applications were well-written, and it took several follow-up emails from the Chair to make them complete and 
ready for review. The budget allowed for four recipients, plus the Barbara McElnea Western Colorado Scholarship 
and the PV Percy Sledge Memorial Scholarship, however the Committee is recommending full funding for three 
scholarships plus the Barbara McElnea and Percy Sledge Scholarships.  
The Committee decided not to award additional scholarships in the three categories that had applicants because 
several were incomplete and not well thought out, another was asking for something that would be better supported 
in 2026, and one was requesting funding for clinics but no clear plan of what to do with the knowledge. The 
Committee is asking to retain the remaining scholarship funds with the request to award them in 2026.  
The Committee is recommending the following scholarships:  
For the Junior/Young Rider Scholarship ($500), the Committee recommends Applicant A: This individual had nine 
volunteer hours; two strong letters of recommendation from one of her trainers and another from a life-long 
dressage rider. She has two horses; the one she owns is 24 years old and the other she leases and pays for it by 
working at her barn. Although the leased horse is trained to a higher level, she shares with him other inexperienced 
riders. The scholarship funds will be used to support additional lessons and help with retraining the leased horse. She 
plans to show First, and Second level on the leased horse and show a First Level freestyle with her older horse. 
For the Leg-Up (Intro, Training, First Levels) Scholarship ($500), the Committee recommends Applicant B: This 
individual contributed 37 volunteer hours, including serving as her chapter president. She had two strong letters of 
recommendation from her trainers, including a comprehensive explanation as to why she chose these trainers. Her 
budget was very realistic and applicable for her riding level. She had several past accidents and injuries, so her riding 
education has stalled. However, she has a new horse and will use her additional lessons to prepare that horse to 
show Training Level this year.  
For the Opening Doors Scholarship ($500) the Committee recommends Applicant C: This individual has nine 
volunteer hours; she presented a solid budget; she had two recommendation letters including from one of her 
trainers and her chapter president. She is active in her chapter and plans to use the scholarship funds to participate 
in two upcoming clinics presented by her chapter. The Committee was especially impressed that this newer 
professional addressed how she would share valuable insights from the clinics and her regular lessons to enrich her 
clients’ personal growth as well as improve their horses. She plans to show several horses at Third Level this year.  
For the Barbara McElnea Scholarship ($1000), the Committee recommends Applicant D: This individual had 20 
volunteer hours; she presented an excellent application with a solid budget; she had two recommendation letters 
from her current instructor and a past instructor; she plans to take additional Pivo lessons with her front range 
trainer and attend clinics when her instructor travels to the western slope. She plans to move up to Prix St. George 
this year and is one of our three “upper level” riders.  
For the inaugural PV Percy Sledge Memorial Scholarship ($1000), the Committee recommends Applicant E: This 
individual presented an outstanding application, clearly explaining her dressage journey with a variety of 
unconventional breeds of horses. She volunteered 38.5 hours this year. She had two strong letters of 
recommendation from her regular trainer and another from a well-respected judge and trainer. She will use her 
scholarship to continue lessons with Kathleen Raine to prepare her for Third Level. The creators and donors of the 
scholarship highlighted how this individual displayed the essence of Percy Sledge through her previous work training 
unconventional dressage breeds. Percy himself was an unconventional horse as well as having Kathleen Raine assist 
in training Percy to Grand Prix. 
Judi DeVore moved to approve the applicants as proposed by the Scholarship Committee, 2nd by Marilou Metcalf. 
Motion passed with Karen Harkin, Andrea Kucharczyk and Patricia Weed abstaining. 
Jr/Yr – Blake Anderson 
Opening Door – Andrea Kucharczyk 
Leg Up – Patricia Weed 
Barbara – Donna Dubois 
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Percy – Natalie Mendik 
 

The Committee would offer the following suggestions, in addition to funding for the recommended recipients:  
1. Revise the scholarship application to include a bullet list of required attachments since reading the complete 
document as posted online was not done by all applicants resulting in incomplete applications. Include that 
incomplete applications will not be considered.  
2. Post several successful application excerpts and training plans, following a similar model to what is used by TDF. 
That may encourage better quality applications for next year.  
Judi DeVore moved to approve points 1 & 2, 2nd by Analiese Kovisto. Motion approved unanimously. 
3. Offer suggestions for improvement for the non-awarded scholarship applicants with encouragement to reapply 
next year.  
Sloane suggested we do a generic letter that can be sent out to those who aren’t awarded scholarships. 
4. Require that all the required eight volunteer hours be performed by the applicant. Also require that the application 
be completed by the applicant, with the caveat that if the applicant be unable to do so because of a disability, that 
that should be disclosed in the application with information about who is submitting on the applicant's behalf.  
The board asked that is be restructured so that both volunteer hours and applications could be written or performed 
on someone’s behalf as needed and bring it forward to the next meeting. 
5. Finally, the Committee recommends that RMDS works toward increasing the four $500 scholarships to $700 - 
$1000 per scholarship, starting in 2026-2027. This will require an additional $2000 to the scholarship budget 
annually. This year nearly all the applicants requested more than $1000. As costs of lessons and clinics continue to 
rise, $500 does not permit as much meaningful education as it did in the past years. Here are a few ideas to 
accomplish this increase.  
a. As we did not have applicants for the $500 Beverly Swanson Scholarship for 2025, request to repurpose the $500 
amongst the four scholarships (hopefully) to be awarded in 2026, thereby increasing those scholarships to $600. The 
Committee is not recommending more categories of scholarships, just larger amounts with the longer-term goal of 
$1000 per scholarship.  
b. Request that each chapter, based on size, contribute $100/year to be divided amongst the four general scholarship 
funds (excluding Percy Sledge and Barbara McElnea) thus adding $800 +/- to the fund. This would increase each 
scholarship to about $700.  
c. RMDS could contribute a greater portion of its profits from the silent auction at the banquet and the profits from 
championships, giving an additional $1200 to the scholarship fund. This would increase each of the scholarships to 
$1000. RMDS could also raise funds from its live auction at the banquet to be designated to the scholarship fund.  
d. RMDS could ask for an optional small extra donation option to the scholarship fund from members when they 
renew their membership annually.  
6. The Committee realizes that some of these ideas are budgetary and may require approval by the Board or at the 
Board of Governors. But we are hopeful this will generate conversation about how better we can serve our members 
on their dressage journey.  

I’d be happy to answer any questions or address any concerns. 
 

Shows – Championships       Vacant/Heather Petersen 
We are really looking for someone or someones to fill this position. 

 
Volunteer         Janeen Cochi / Mary Morrissey 
We reviewed all the information we had from prior the prior year and shared some ideas for 2025. 

 Explore the volunteer program that is in place for USDF. This will assist RMDS in creating a program 
that is robust and is consistent with the USDF. 

 Can we get access to the data for volunteers from the RMDS site? 
o   Data such as number of volunteers, number of volunteer hours, top 20 volunteers by hours, top 3 
volunteers by chapter and number of hours, ect.  We could use this data to highlight our volunteers and 
find out what draws them to volunteer. 

 Develop a questionnaire to interview volunteers and highlight these people on Facebook. 
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 Develop a list of horse related clubs and organizations to reach out to and see if there is interest in 
volunteering for our events, such as pony club, youth lesson programs, etc. 

 Reach out to each GMO to find out what is working for them to draw volunteers and also highlight 
their volunteers on the RMDS website. 

 Find out who the person is at RMDS to make updates to the volunteer portion of the RMDS website. 

 Develop a “Chapter Challenge" around the volunteers to encourage the chapters to celebrate their 
volunteers. 

After our discussion, our purpose centered around “How can we improve the volunteer experience at Shows and 
Events.” We believe this is a key part of encouraging people to volunteer and enjoy the experience. 
Mary will submit website updates to Heather. 
It was discussed again that some of volunteers are still being disrespected by some of our local trainers and their 
clientele. We will discuss that in the future. 
 

Appointed Committee Reports: 
1. Nominating Committee – Chapter Presidents      Ginka Kubelka 
 Speak to Ginka if you have an interest in a position.  She sent an email to chapter presidents 

 
2. BOG - November 15, 2025        Heather Petersen 

Working on looking at alternative venues.  Heather has been doing site visits. 
 

3. Banquet –          Sloane Rosenthal 
It’s this weekend!  Silent Auction is online, thank you so much Nadia!! Heather needs someone to commit to 
when in the presentation the auction slides need to be placed.  We’re doing the paddle raise for education, 
scholarship and the orphan trophy endowment. We need more alcohol donations for the stock your bar. 140 
folks signed up, great attendance. 
 

Region 5 Report          Heather Petersen 
Another Holiday season has come and gone and we’re starting another fantastic and hopefully educational New Year! 
There are many outstanding educational things on tap in the very near future and many more will be offered throughout the 
year. Arizona Dressage Association is hosting the third session of their Core Transformation series on January 11-12 with 
Hilda Gurney at Horseshoe Springs in Cave Creek, Arizona. Please reach out to them if you’d like to join this wonderful 
program. 
USDF will be hosting the Adequan FEI Trainers Conference Jaunary 20-21 at High Meadows Farm in Loxahatchee, Florida. This 
year the presenters are Christine Traurig and Monica Theodorescu. It should be an exciting and very information two days. I 
look forward to seeing some of you there! 
The USDF Bookclub is hosting a Zoom webinar with our own Region 5 member, Janet Foy, to discuss her book, Dressage for 
the Not-So-Perfect Horse on January 15th at 8PM Eastern. There is a link on Facebook to sign up and register (free to 
attend!). 
The 2025 FEI North American Youth Championships will be returning to Flintfields Horse Park in Traverse City, Michigan July 
29-August 3 and the USEF Festival of Champions will be returning to Lamplight Equestrian Center in Illinois as well August 18-
24. 
The dates of the 2025 USDF Region 5 Championships are September 18-21 and we will be at the Colorado Horse Park in 
Parker, Colorado. Qualifying will continue through August 25, 2026. Bid documents are now available for hosting the 2026 
Great American USDF Region 5 Championships and are due to USDF by February 3rd. I’d love to hear from any interested 
parties as soon as possible so we can help you with the bid process and anything you’re going to need for those bids. All 
Regional Championships will continue to be held by early October since the Champions and Reserve Champions of the Jr/YR 
(Training-Intermediate I), Adult Amateur and Open divisions will feed into the Nationals Championships through the 
nomination process. There are also wild card spots for those who obtain high enough scores in the Championship classes. 
If you are getting ready to show for the upcoming season, here are a few reminders: 

 Make sure the name on your horse’s coggins matches their registered name that they show under. This is a USEF 
general rule and quite a few folks sadly don’t pay attention to the need for all documents to have the horse’s name 
match. 
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 Microchip rules will go into effect December 1st, 2025, so if your horse isn’t microchipped, start to think about this 
now so you are compliant when the rule does go into effect. 

Finally for this month, I’d like to congratulate Allison Hartman on receiving the Carol Lavell Gifted Memorial Fund Award for 
Region 5 from the Dressage Foundation. Allison is a member of the Rocky Mountain Dressage Society. Allison will train with 
Sue Martin for six days to build a relationship with her relatively new mare and take lessons on a schoolmaster. The Gifted 
Memorial Fund for Adult Amateurs was seeded with donations in remembrance of Carol Lavell’s great dressage horse, Gifted. 
The Fund’s purpose is for adult amateurs to set aside quality, concentrated time away from daily pressures to train and bond 
with their horses. The best applications include a training program of five to seven consecutive days with one trainer. 
Volunteerism is also an important requirement for this grant. Applications are due each year by September 15. 
 
Old Business: 

 None 
 
New Business: 

 Reading of the Chapter Officers into the minutes for our D&O Insurance: 
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 Change GVDS VP to Judi DeVore 

 Sharon Soos moved to approve, 2nd by Sloane Rosenthal, motion passed by acclamation.  
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 Analiese Kovisto moved to approve the chapter reports as written, 2nd by Shannon Moyes Clark. Motion passed by 
acclamation.  
 

Chapter Presidents: 
1. Arkansas Valley        Brenda Haley 

Hi, my name is Brenda Haley, and I have been elected to serve as a new AVDA president for 2025.   We also have a 
new VP, Arianna Suto, who is super excited to serve. She has three young children that are excited to be dressage 
riders, and the family is committed to our chapter. 
I was a co-founder of Avda in 2007 and was president for several years.  Since then, the club has grown and 
expanded considerably.   I am humbled to step up again and with the support of dedicated and passionate AVDA 
members I hope to do a good job!  I ‘m grateful for the efforts of Sandy Vernon and Renee McMillan, past Pres and 
VP, for handing over a “template” for stepping into the position and I feel fortunate for their success in organizing, 
and updating our policies, bylaws and so much more. 
We have been having clinics monthly thanks to our education chair Debi Stevens. The last of the year was with Juan 
Gonzales in December.  Another December highlight was the Christmas party/Awards Banquet.  Held at Pop’s 
Vineyard in Penrose, CO. Dinner was delicious, made by our members and we had available a case of wine from 
“Pop.”  Pops has a large fireplace, rustic charm and friendly bartenders, so it made for a fabulous party.  
Perpetual trophies were handed out and monetary scholarships given to five lucky members. These awards are from 
the Jenny Wegener Adult Scholarship and The Margaret A Murphy Junior/Young Rider Scholarship, both the 
brainstorm and contribution of our amazing Sarah Murphy.  Along with an ornament exchange and a gift for 
everyone we had a great time! 
Our first meeting is coming up on Jan. 19.   We will discuss our plans for the new year, events, clinics, fun days, 
education, etc. So far we have decided on one schooling show and three virtual shows. A budget for 2025 will be 
presented. 
Members have been encouraged to contact board and chair committees with their ideas and suggestions for 
improvements. 
And so on to the New Year, let’s see what we can do. 
 

2. Boulder Valley         Shannon Moyes Clark 
As of Jan 1, our membership is 54. This is expected at this time of in the year and is expected to change as show 
season ramps back up. 
TREASURER:  Marcia Zuger reported on our current bank accounts, and the earnings after funding our Volunteer 
Appreciation efforts this year. 
SHOW 2025: We will not be hosting a show for 2025. 
CLINICS: Rather than a show, as we do not have the Fairgrounds at a good time, we are hosting clinic.  We have a 
lunging clinic with Joan Clay that is full for participants and open for auditors.  We will be hosting JJ Tate in 
August at the Fairgrounds.  Other clinics are in the works.  We are also planning for Lilo Fore in 2026. 
SURVEY: We voted to conduct a comprehensive evaluation survey of our membership, to be designed by Sally 
O’Dwyer. 
VOLUNTEERS: We voted to reward our top volunteers with their choice of two options: 
1. A clinic with Holly Bergay at Hobby Horse Farms, Frederick, Colorado. Beth Geier is working on the planning 

for this clinic. 
2. A ticket to our January Awards Banquet 

RMDS CHAMPIONSHIPS: We approved a donation to Championships of $1,000, combining a banner and classes. 
2025 OFFICERS AND BOG: The following officers were approved at the December meeting:  

 President: Shannon Clark 

 Vice President: Sally O’Dwyer 

 Treasurer: Marcia Zuger 

 Secretary: Kim Macklin 
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BANQUET: President Shannon Clark and Vice President Sally O’Dwyer are moving ahead with plans for our 
January Awards Banquet at the Boulder Country Club. 
NEXT MEETING: We meet again Feb 10, via a virtual meeting. 

 
3. Foothills         Nadia Westra 

No report 

 
4. Grand Valley          Karen Harkin 

GVDS celebrated the successes and accomplishments of its members on December 14, 2024 with a lovely catered 
dinner at the Redlands Community Center. We had a special ‘Give and Take’ table for members to bring clean, used 
items to share or trade for something else. It was a great hit and a perfect way to reduce members personal equine 
inventory before the start of the holiday gift giving/receiving season.  
Champions were awarded softshell jackets, reserve champions received softshell vests; the freestyle champions 
received stall bags. Members loved the useful prizes. Parents reported that the young riders were wearing their garb 
everywhere! What better promotion than our ‘walking billboards’. We also honored Anne Shoffstall as the Volunteer 
of the Year; and Donna DuBois was voted Horseman of the Year, through peer nominations. This year’s Dressage 
Team Challenge was oh so close. Only 0.124% separated the champion and reserve champion teams and .005% 
between the third and fourth place teams. The champion team was The Unicorns: Donna DuBois and Aeris; Carrie 
Washburn and Suntan Lotion; and Karen Harkin and Sandro Malta. The team was presented with fleece quarter 
sheets for their win. 
 Judges and TDs are hired for all the 2025 shows:  

 April 18, 2025 (Friday) – Schooling Show I: Judge Judy Downer (FL), Dressage “S” & USEF Western Dressage 
“R”; WDAA/WDACO/AQHA-Western  

 April 19, 2025 (Saturday) – Welcome to Spring (recognized show) presented by Stirrup Cup Farm: Judge: Judy 
Downer “S”; USEF/USDF/RMDS/UDS/NDPC; Technical Delegate: Michael Taylor, USEF/USDF Dressage“R”  

 May 30, 2025 – Summertime Warmup (recognized show) Judge: Debbie Riehl Rodriguez (CO) “S” & USEF 
Western Dressage “R”; RMDS/WDAA/WDACO/AQHA-Western; Technical Delegate: Deeda Randle, 
USEF/USDF Dressage “R”  

 May 31, 2025 – Summertime I (recognized show) USEF/USDF/RMDS/UDS/NDPC Judges: Debbie Riehl 
Rodriguez, Dressage“ S” & Eleanor Stine-Masek (AZ), USEF/USDF/RMDS Dressage“ S”; Technical Delegate: 
Deeda Randle, USEF/USDF Dressage “R”  

 June 1, 2025 – Summertime II (recognized show) Judge: Eleanor Stine-Masek, Dressage “S”; 
USEF/USDF/RMDS/UDS/NDPC; Technical Delegate: Deeda Randle, USEF/USDF Dressage “R”  

 August 23-24, 2025 – Schooling Show II: Judge Julie Haugen (CO), Dressage “r”; USEF Western Dressage “R”; 
WDAA/WDACO/AQHA-Western  

 October 11-12, 2025 – Schooling Show III – Sharron Sarchet (CO), Dressage “r”; USEF Western Dressage “R”; 
WDAA/WDACO/AQHA-Western  

We are excited about our officials for this year and as always invite other exhibitors in RMDS and Region 5 to join us 
for some very relaxing, laid back and affordable horse shows. Special thanks to our first show sponsor Stirrup Cup 
Farm.  
Plans are underway for a freestyle clinic on April 5-6 with Dolly Hannon. It will be held at the Mesa County 
Fairgrounds so there is plenty of stabling and a covered arena. The first day will be lectures and videos, with ride-a-
tests on day two, either freestyle or regular. Auditors are welcomed and encouraged to attend. This is a nice “next 
step” for participants in the RMDS freestyle programs in January and February. More details coming soon. 
 

5. High Plains          Andrea Osmond 
Officers:  
President: Andrea Osmond  
Vice-President: OPEN  
Treasure: Debi Elliott  
Secretary: Debbie King  
Chairs:  
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Marketing: Candice & Tracey Christopher  
Volunteer Coordinator: Cindy LeFevre  
Education: Andrea Kucharczyk  
Past Events This Report Period:  
December 9th High Plains meeting  
Upcoming Events This Report Period:  
January 13th and 27th, 2025 High Plains meetings  
January 4th Amelia Newcomb application opened and closes February 28th  
January 29th Lecture on Unlocking The Secrets to Equine Lameness with Dr. Hartman  
Future Events 2025: 
April 2025 - Amelia Newcomb at Indigo Hills Equestrian Center  
August 2025 - Dancing On The Plains I & II Dressage Show - Colorado Horse Park  
October 2025 - Natalie Hamilton-Hinnemann at Indigo Equestrian Center  
January 2025- Lecture with Mobile Vet Services on Lameness or Metabolic Conditions / Laminitis Other News: .  
- Looking for a Vice President  
- Looking for and Education Co-Chair  
- Offering a Stipend to High Plains Members to ride with Amelia Newcomb  
- Danielle Bartos was awarded a $200 scholarship to HP events for volunteering at all High Plains Events in 2024  
- Working on 1099s for 2024 taxes, we didn’t know to collect these throughout the year. Lesson learned  
- Working on horse show organizing and planning 
 

6. Northern Colorado         Eva Morrison 
News: Incoming President Eva Morrison - will introduce the RMDS board during Thursday’s meeting. Treasurer Lynn 
Ahern will be working on the end of year P&L report for taxes and getting the 1099s out to judges and venues that 
need them. Our end of year banquet was a success, well-attended including several new members. 
New western dressage champion and reserve champion awards were awarded to Julie Haugen and Lynn Ahern 
respectively, in addition to annual End of Year Champion, Reserve, and Award of Distinction for classical dressage. 
Events: 
Save the Dates! Learn to Show Workshop – Something for Everyone 
NCDA is hosting its first-ever Learn to Show Workshop, a two-part event designed to demystify the dressage show 
world. Topics will include dressage memberships, entry forms, navigating schooling and USDF shows, and managing 
warm-ups. 
Workshop Details: 
● Part 1: Saturday, February 22, at the PREA Building, Hwy 392, Windsor 
● Part 2: Saturday, March 29, at Double A Equestrian, Loveland (featuring demo riders) 
Advance registration is required, with a small fee. NCDA members will receive a discount. Stay tuned for additional 
details on our website, or contact Joan Clay or Denise Morrison for more information or to register 
2025 NCDA Events Schedule 
We’re excited to announce the following events for 2025: 
● Ride-A-Test 
Date: Saturday, April 26 
Location: Coulson’s Hobby Horse Farm, Loveland 
Judge: Julie Haugen 
● Schooling Show I 
Date: Sunday, May 18 
Location: Tomora Training Centre, Greeley 
Judge: Katherine Simard 
● Schooling Show II 
Date: Saturday, June 21 

 Location: Tomora Training Centre, Greeley 
 Judge: Sharron Sarchet 

● Possible Spring Fling Gathering at local winery/farm 
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7. On The Bit         Ginka Kubelka 

We celebrated the holidays with a gift exchange and delicious food at the Wolfe Ranch Arena, the beautiful new 
facility in Laramie. We’re looking forward to this year and are excited that we can offer a schooling show series with 
shows in June, July, and August at this facility. The August show will be RMDS recognized, judged by Ulf Wadeborn, 
followed by a clinic with Ulf. 
We will continue to hold monthly meetings at Altitude Chophouse in Laramie at 7pm the first Thursday of the month. 
 

8. Pikes Peak         Patricia Weed  
On December 14, our Holiday Party was hosted by Shannon Lemons. It was an awesome way to wrap up 2024! Our 
PPDS holiday party was a blast. Members created uniquely beautiful horse wreaths, laughed at white elephant gifts, 
and applauded our PPDS Medal Winners of 2024! Check out Facebook for pictures of the event!  
Elections were held, the BOD and Committee Chairs were re-elected. Our meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month.  
2025 Highlights and Calendar  
January 11-- our PPDS Banquet Basket is Colorado Wine, Beer, Spirits, Cheese & Crackers, jampacked with great 
items!!!  
January 25 -- Right Path Equestrian Trunk Sale - the best type of shopping, clearance and new items!!  
Date pending -- Estate planning on making provisions for your horse  
Reschedule -- Dolly Hannon clinic Beamer presentation - benefits of the BEMER Horse-Set Lunging clinic - Simone 
Windeler  
April 19 -- PPD RMDS Show at Latigo Event Center “heated” Indoor Arena. Schooling is available on Friday afternoon 
at no cost. Stalls $25 12x12, RV hookups $25 electric only. April 18 -- Friday night meet and greet for members and 
competitors! Club provides first drinks and appetizers. Dr. Shannon Lemons will offer microchipping at a discounted 
rate  
BOD and Committee Chairs:  
President – Patricia Weed  
Vice President – MaryJo Hoepner  
Secretary – Heather Peterson  
Treasure – Elaine Thomas  
Communications – Patricia Weed  
Awards – Shannon Lemons  
Education – Judy Carnick  
Social Media – Grace Davis 
 

Next Meeting is February 13th. No reports next month. 
 

7:50 pm Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted, Heather Petersen 


