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RMDS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
July 17, 2025 

Zoom Meeting 

Meeting @ 6:30 PM 
 

Attendance: Heather Petersen, Darby Savoca, Grace Davis, Sloane Rosenthal, Shannon Moyes Clark, Andrea Osmond, Eva 
Morrison, Shannon Lemons, Sharon Soos, Janeen Cochi, Natalie Mendik, Katie Knight, 
 
Proxies: Karen Harkin to Grace Davis; Ginka Kubelka to Heather Petersen; Judi DeVore to Heather Petersen 
  
Call to Order-President          Sloane Rosenthal  
Meeting called to order at 6:37 pm by Sloane Rosenthal 
 
Vice President Report          Vacant 
No report 
 
Secretary - Approval of Minutes  - June 2025    Heather Petersen 
Katie Knight made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by Janeen Cochi.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
President Report          Sloane Rosenthal 
Thanks for all of your volunteer hours at all the recent shows. Shows have been doing well this summer.  Working on circling 
back on folks regarding championships and open positions. 
 
Treasurers Report           Sharon Soos 
Operating Funds as of June 30, 2025 
 Checking Account      $   86,340.12 
 PayPal Account (June 16, 2025)    $        513.51   
    Subtotal    $   86,853.63 
Restricted Funds as of June 30, 2025  
 Scholarship Account    
  RMDS Scholarship     $    7,678.79 
  Barbara H McElnea     $    7,500.00 
  Percy       $  12,033.71 
    Subtotal    $  27,212.50 
  Total       $ 114,066.13 
 
Request: Purchase paper shredder for Treasurer.  Estimated cost $50 - $75 based on purchase 

through WalMart. 
 
Heather Petersen moved to purchase a shredder for the treasurer costing no more than $100. 2nd by Katie 

Knight. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Operating Funds as of July 16, 2025 
 Checking Account      $  87,322.00 
 PayPal Account      $       512.03   
  Outstanding Checks     $       ???? 
  Pending Deposits     $       ???? 

Subtotal Operating Funds  $   87,834.03 
Reserve (Minus)   $ - 20,000.00 

Operating Funds     $    67,834.03 
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Restricted Funds as of July 16, 2025  
 Scholarship Account    
  RMDS Scholarship     $     7,428.79 
  Barbara H McElnea     $     7,500.00 
  Percy       $   12,033.71 

Outstanding check     $      -     0.00 
  Restricted Funds     $   26,962.50 
 Total                     $ 114,796.53 

Total Cash as of July 16, 2025 
$114,796.53 

 
Central Office Report 
Membership 

 Registration – 588 as of 7/15 members for 2025-108 new horses since October, 2024                               
Shows:  

 Show results processed except for Rocky Mountain Dressage III and IV as of July 15.  
Omnibus:  

 Need to discuss if omnibus will continue.  
Database/Website: 

 Nothing new to report.   
Volunteer: 

 Clinics & shows need to send in their lists. Be sure volunteers know to double check their own Dashboards. 

 Updated to Dashboards as of 07/15/2025.  
General:  

 Some interest in the Communications Chair position from Emily Novak.  
Next Executive Board Meetings (2nd Thursday odd months-exceptions noted) –  

 Executive Board Meetings:  
Reports: Jan 9, March 20, May 8, July 10, Sept 11, Oct 9 (budget) 

  No reports: Feb 13, Apr 10, June 12, Aug 14, Dec 11.  
2025 RMDS EVENTS: 
Banquet     January 11 – Arvada Center  
Sport Horse  Sept 17  -  Co Horse Park  
Championships  Sept 18-21 – Co Horse Park  
BOG        Nov 15 JeffCo Fairgrounds   
 

Permanent Committee Reports Continued: 
Adult Amateur          Katie Knight/Marilou 

Working with the education committee. 
 

Awards           Shannon Lemons 
1. Storage –  

a. I am hoping to get site ready after we get it checked out July 30, then can order container 

b. Goal is to have everything moved before Championships so I have less to move😊 
c. Looks like 30 day notice to get out of the month to month on the unit. 

2. New Proposed Breed Award 
a. Mustang – appears we do have enough registered 
b. Mary Duke offered to sponsor, will need to confirm this 
c. Qualifications same as all other breed awards 
d. Need board approval to create new award 
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Grace Davis moved that we approve a Mustang Breed award pending an endowment for that award.  
2nd by Heather Petersen. Motion passed unanimously. 

The endowment funds will go to a restricted fund for all awards rather than creating restricted accounts for 
each various trophy. 

3. Trophy return 
a. Can we start sending out emails that trophies are to be returned at Championships or BEFORE September 

30, 2025. 
b. At least one per month, please.   
 

Communications         Vacant 
No report 
 
Database/Website – Please send in your volunteer sign-ups, we really need to get the information out. 
Volunteers are seeming to be a bit scarce this year.  We’ve had some results formatting issues but we’re working 
around them.  It’s only 1 particular set of shows. 
 
E-Centaur – No report. 
 
Magazine – We have not had a chance to gather more member feedback outside of those who’ve reached out to 
us.  We are pondering the best way to seek input.  The board has run aground with how to think about what it 
costs to produce. How much do we bring to the membership for the discussion?  Does the member guide from 
USDF cover our need for the dressage tests. 
 

Education         Dorothy Kapaun / Judi DeVore 
We have the option of two venues for an April 25/26, 2026 RMDS symposium/clinic. The Education group is 
leaning toward the Happy Dog Ranch as it offers the potential to make the weekend an education retreat 
atmosphere with other activities in addition to the main event. Happy Dog Ranch. Arena rental is $550 per day 
and they include a classroom and housing of the clinician(s) (up to 2 spaces) in that fee. Room for 10-12 horses 
and several cottages on site with can be rented. Stalls are $50 per night. They have available hook ups for 
trainers as well. They encourage people to stay on site in order to make the use of the facility viable. Costs for 
accommodation is reasonable at $100-150/night. Indigo Hills. Arena rental is $900 per day and stalls are available 
at $50 per day or $75 overnight. Participants have to bring their own shavings. There are several hotels within 15-
20 minutes of the facility Our current issue is whether we have a clinician for this weekend as we have not gotten 
a definitive answer from George Williams. If the club wants to continue to pursue having a clinic on this weekend, 
and we cannot get George Williams, we are willing to pursue other options but need to know if the club wants us 
to continue to plan for this as time is running out to confirm both the venue and the clinician. 
 

Junior/Young Riders        Gabrielle Ward / Grace Davis 
The summer has been off to a very successful start for the Junior/Young Rider group- many of the juniors who 
regularly join the virtual meetings have competed at their first shows EVER in the last few weeks- a huge 
congratulations to them! 
 We also would like to congratulate the NYC Region 5 Young Rider and Junior Teams- of which many of the 
competitors come from our very own RMDS juniors/young riders. We are excited to watch you shine at NAYC!  
We have narrowed down the date of our Sue Martin clinic at Gabby’s facility to August 7th, and we would like to 
have that date approved so we can make a flyer and begin advertising. We are looking into what we would 
charge for clinic slots to bring in money for RMDS. We have also heard from Heather that there are other clinic 
opportunities available for the junior/young riders, and are very excited to explore these options.  
We are planning a meeting this next Thursday, July 24th, to talk about NAYC, and a separate meeting about 
championships, likely in August. We would LOVE to have a panel of juniors/young riders from the NAYC team to 
talk to the RMDS kids in this virtual meeting. If anyone has a way of contacting them, Gabby and Grace will create 
an email to go out to them asking if they would like to speak. Olivia Williams is happy to join as well if we can’t 
get a couple of this year’s NAYC riders (we don’t want to add on to their plate if they are too busy preparing).  
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Windswept is doing a Jr/YR initiative and would love to involve more youth, let Sloane know of clinicians or kids 
to get involved. 
 

Marketing         Kristen Allen 
No report 
  

Professionals          Sue Martin / Holly Bergay 
Waiting to figure out days for the combo Judy has proposed. After the show season I would like to do another 
Professional day as we did last year but everyone is just too busy this time of year. 
 

Scholarship         Karen Harkin 

Scholarship recipients are completing their activities and beginning to think about writing their final article. As the 
future of the RMDS Magazine is unsure and we do not have an eCentaur, I am unclear as to what guidance to provide 
them for writing and submitting the article. Any input from the RMDS board would be welcome.  
• Leg-Up Scholarship (Training and First Level): After some careful thought and discussion with me, this rider has 
redefined her my goals for 2025 and subsequent training plan. She continues to take lessons four days a week when 
schedules allow. She is deeply passionate about correct riding and will not compromise by pushing herself to show 
before being in harmony and balance with her horse. She is thrilled to focus on the quality of the partnership over 
showing at this time. She has completed eight volunteer hours.  
• Junior/Young Rider Scholarship (Jr/YR): This rider has used most of her funds on lessons with her leased horse. She 
has earned qualifying scores at both levels in which she is competing on him. She has completed eight volunteer hours 
and is planning on more in the future.  
• Opening Doors Scholarship (Professional): This rider has completed two shows, with the best being a Parker show. She 
has taken two lessons since the last update. She’s identified areas to improve and plans to take at least one more lesson 
before the Dancing on the Plains show. This will conclude her training plans to write her article after that. This rider has 
been an active volunteer completing 16 hours with more planned.  
• Barbara H. McElnea Scholarship (Western Colorado): Things are finally turning a corner for this rider. She is recovering 
slowly but steadily from her broken femur. She attended a one day of clinic with Sue Martin and another day with 
Kristin Aggers. Hannah Cole continues to ride her horse weekly as well as give the rider a lesson. Although her goal of 
showing PSG this year has been sidelined, she is planning to show her fourth level freestyle at Estes Park. She has 
completed 13 volunteer hours including teaching a variety of horsemanship topics for six hours at the GVDS Youth 
Camp.  
• PV Percy Sledge Memorial Scholarship: This rider rode took advantage of the midweek shows to get qualified for 
RMDS and Region 5 championships at third level. She had great praise for these economical and uncomplicated 
opportunities. She has had or will have two clinics with Kathleen Raine, one in June and another in August. She is also 
taking a clinic with Ulf Wadeborn. Her mare’s third level skills are improving with her flying changes being more 
confirmed as well as her canter half-passes. She has completed her volunteer hours as a scribe and as a show set up 
volunteer. She too will be writing her article in August.  
Scholarship Program Update  
The Scholarship Program Guidelines are complete. There was positive feedback from one board member following a 
request for members to review the document. Pending final approval which I will request at the July meeting, it is 
uploaded to the website https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:763bad31-41ed-4b5d-ad4f-5238fbbc1074  
After the June meeting, one person had feedback regarding the waiver and the inability to open it. Grace Davis, my 
proxy, was able to create an attachment to the waiver which should fix the issue. As there were no other testers from 
the board, I will recommend approval of this application which can be posted on the website. The link is: 
https://forms.gle/XSHjUHZSFbawNs2i6  
I am anxious to get this project completed so we can advertise these improvements to the application process and the 
increased amounts well in advance of the scholarship deadline. Ideally one email in August, another in October when 
the application period opens and a third in November before the deadline should be adequate.  
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Due to the change in date, I will be unable to attend this meeting. Grace Davis will carry my proxy, but would appreciate 
a vote to approve by the board.  
 
Katie Knight moved to approved the online application, 2nd by Shannon Moyes Clark.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Shows – Championships       Vacant/Heather Petersen 

Sloane and Kristen have started on sponsor outreach. Championships prizes have been ordered, ribbons, golf carts, 
hotel rooms and such.  Sponsors are coming, including a major dinner. 

 
Volunteer         Janeen Cochi  
No report really. 

 
Appointed Committee Reports: 

1. Nominating Committee – Chapter Presidents      Ginka Kubelka 
 Speak to Ginka if you have an interest in a position.  Presidents, please talk to your membership to see if there 

are folks interested in being more involved in RMDS. 
 

2. BOG - November 15, 2025        Heather Petersen 
Jefferson County Fairgrounds is reserved. Andrea had an idea for a caterer that Heather will follow up with. 
 

3. Banquet –          Sloane Rosenthal 
Still looking at locations.  We will start looking for live auction items soon. 
One question to ponder, do we want pricing to cover costs and use part of the fundraising to cover those costs? 
 

Region 5 Report          Heather Petersen 
I pray everyone is surviving the summer months! Lots of time with family, friends and horses is on the horizon for many 

of us or has been the schedule of the summer. Colorado still has a lot of shows that are filling. The demand for shows 

hasn’t decreased this year up north and that’s good news as we head in to varying economic times. I hope educational 

activities and shows are flourishing in other parts of our region too.  

The 2025 Great American/USDF Region 5 Championships will be September 18-21 at the Colorado Horse Park in 

Parker, Colorado. The Rocky Mountain Dressage Society will also be hosting the Rocky Mountain Sport Horse 

Championships on September 17th, also at the Colorado Horse Park, for in-hand classes and the USDF Breeders 

Championships. The 2026 Great American/USDF Region 5 Championships will be September 17-20 at the Colorado 

Horse Park in Parker, Colorado. We are continuing to work on trying to rotate these championships through the region, so 

if you have ideas for facilities, please don’t hesitate to reach out so we can look at possible options!  

The 2025 USDF Convention will be December 3-6 in at the Hyatt Regency in Lexington, Kentucky. The host hotel is 

right downtown, with great shopping and dining and even an ice skating rink, and there will be plenty to do and explore 

outside of meetings and educational programs.  

All breed declarations for USDF Year End awards are due for horses by August 1st without late fees, so if you’re 

interested in awards and have a new to you horse, don’t forget to get them turned in! Here’s the link: 

http://www.usdf.org/docs/awards/all-breeds/DeclarationForm.pdf  

We have 2 Juniors and 4 Young Riders on our nominated entry for the 2025 NAYC in Traverse City, Michigan. We’re 

very excited to have a great group of kids going to represent Region 5. It’s an expensive venture and they could use your 

help. If you would like to contribute or help with their fundraising efforts, please contact Joan Clay, our Region 5 Jr/YR 

FEI coordinator at jnclay@comcast.net or 970-420-0877. These young adults work very hard, as do their parents, trainers 

and friends and every little bit of support is greatly appreciated. Congratulations to our riders (in alphabetical order) who 

are heading to NAYC: Bailey Armbrecht, Catherine Burlew, Taylor Karriker, Katherine Nayak, Kali Riddell and Nicola 

Valentine.  

The qualifying period for the 2025 USEF Championships Programs for Young Horses, Developing Horses, Small Tour, 

Large Tour, Children, Ponies, Young Riders, Juniors and U25 Grand Prix will close during July. We wish all our 

intended competitors good luck in their endeavors for those championships as well.  

Several important DEADLINES are coming up:  
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office by August 31.  

o GMOs can submit nominations for Newsletter Awards, Website Awards, and Photography Awards. Don’t forget that 

all nominations are due to the USDF office by August 31. No more submitting hard-copy nominations! See the 
nomination forms for detailed information.  

o Regional GMO Volunteer of the Year nominations can be submitted by any participating member, group member or 

the Region Director.  

o One deserving group member will receive the Ruth Arvanette Memorial Fund Grant to attend the 2025 

Adequan/USDF Annual Convention. The grant includes full convention registration and partial reimbursement for travel 

expenses. Applications are due by August 31  

Board of Governors meeting at the USDF Annual Convention.  

A few cool educational events coming up:  

 The Arizona Dressage Association’s Core Transformation Series II are hosting Jeremy Bridges and Patrick Raby II to 
work on Core Stability September 27th in Scottsdale, Arizona.  

Steffen Peters and Janet Foy on October 
11-12 in Scottsdale, Arizona.  

-19 at Nighthawk Equestrian Center in 

Longmont, Colorado. For more information, please see www.usdf.org.  

 

Old Business: 

  
 
New Business: 

  

 

Chapter Presidents: 
1. Arkansas Valley        Brenda Haley 

Still in the middle of our virtual show.   
 

2. Boulder Valley         Shannon Moyes Clark 
Boulder Valley Dressage met virtually on April 1y, 2025 and will be having a special meeting to address our web site 
on May 19, 2025.  
As of the end of June, our membership is 132.  
TREASURER:  Marcia Zuger reported on our current bank accounts, and the earnings after funding our Volunteer 
Appreciation efforts this year. 
SHOW 2025: We will not be hosting a show for 2025. 
CLINICS and ACTIVITIES:  

 JJ Tate is happening in August at the Fairgrounds.  We agreed to the costs, and the educational team is in the 
process of applying for some grants as well.  We agreed to allow Blue Roof to host her after our clinic. 

 We held a special meeting for the clinic to make sure we are on track financially. 

 We have a complete set of rides, several on the wait list and are actively working on getting auditors.  The 
facility is amazing for auditors 

 We are also planning for Lilo Fore in 2026. 

 The team is considering a “breach” exchange event at one of the shows as a fund raiser. 

BANQUET: Vice President Sally O’Dwyer are moving ahead with plans for our January Awards Banquet at the Boulder 
Country Club. 
NEXT MEETING:   The regular board meet was held June 9th, via a virtual meeting, and we are expecting our next 
meeting to be Aug 11th, 2025 
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3. Foothills         Nadia Westra 
No report. 

 
4. Grand Valley          Karen Harkin 

Grand Valley Dressage Society (GVDS) has had a very busy June and more things planned for the next few months.  
We kicked off June with our Summertime shows weekend presented by Alpine Bank. An RMDS show started things 
off with Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez judging which included western dressage. The following day Eleanor Stine-Masek 
joined Debbie for panel judging and Eleanor closed out the third day on her own. For riders unaccustomed to panel 
judging, this was a great opportunity to understand the differences between what the judge at C sees and what a 
side judge sees and how the scores reflect those differences. This is a perfect preparation for championships! Both 
judges and TD Deeda Randle created a wonderful learning experience for our exhibitors and volunteers with helpful 
feedback. This year we hosted a TDF Benefit class for AA First Level Test 3 to honor past member Alice Darlington 
Hoffner. The class was won by Michelle Ruyle and Fresco. It was a tearful presentation but a lovely tribute to a 
wonderful horsewoman. Due to its success, we will continue to offer this class in 2026. 
Many thanks to the Boulder Valley group who joined us for the weekend. Although it was quite warm, the covered 
and misted arenas and free ice cream hopefully made it tolerable. We continue to invite the front rangers to head 
west for something different.  
On the heels of the show, we hosted a three-day GVDS Youth Camp. Attendance was smaller than planned, but the 
seven campers had full days of mounted and unmounted instruction, games and lots of fun. Many thanks to camp 
organizer Barbara Progess, the volunteers who gave their time and talents and to MoonRider Farm for their 
sponsorship. You can read more about the Pony Heaven Camp. 
We’ve had a few member-sponsored clinics in western Colorado, one with Sue Martin and another with Kristin 
Aggers. Organizing these events can be challenging so we appreciate the organizers as well as the clinicians. Drop In 
Dressage will continue in August following the Mesa County Fair in July. The June event with Megan Bretey had quite 
a few last-minute cancellations due to a big storm happening at the same time. 
GVDS, in conjunction with the Alice Darlington Hoffner Memorial Education Fund, will present Ride With Your Mind, a 

Mary Wanless Biomechanics clinic taught by Stephany Fish Crossman. Stephany is the host of the Dressage Today podcast 
and is one of only nine Mary Wanless certified instructors in the US. This three-day clinic is scheduled for September 26-28.  

We will close out the year with two more schooling shows, August 23-24 with judge Julie Haugen and October 11-12 
with judge Sharron Sarchet. Our schooling shows sell-out quickly, with the October show being very popular with its 
optional costumes and fun classes. 
 

5. High Plains          Andrea Osmond 
Upcoming Events This Report Period: July 14, Board Meeting  
Future Events 2025:  
August 2-3, 2025 - Dancing On The Plains I & II Dressage Show - CHP  
October 4-5, 2025 - Natalie Hamilton-Hinnemann at Indigo Equestrian Center  
Other News:  
- Membership up to 126  
- Looking for an Education Co-Chair  
- Looking for Marketing Chair  
- Most details completed for the horse show  
- Planning a social - “Heels Down—Spirits Up” 3:30 - 6:30  
- The award coolers for High Point awards arrived  
- 2 tents with weights will be used for volunteers in the warm-up arenas  
- HPD purchased our own Dressage arena, which arrived in May - 10x20’ Storage unit secured at StorQuest in Parker 
for arena, tents, etc. 
 - Sponsorships:  
- Andrea Price Sponsored the high point prizes 
- Sue Martin - sponsoring one arena for the DOTP show - Indigo Hills Equestrian - sponsoring one arena for the DOTP 
show - Mobile Veterinary Services - sponsoring one arena for the DOTP show - Neo Home Loans Jason Drobeck - 
sponsoring one arena for the DOTP show - Anonymous Donation - $6,500 
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6. Northern Colorado         Eva Morrison 

Schooling shows: Our shows this year at Tomora were very well attended and both were full with plenty of late 
entries. Good turnout with the western dressage folks as well. We had some difficulty with getting enough 
volunteers for the second show with some of the board being out of town but altogether a successful summer for us.  
New members: 2, have had some other folks from the disbanding Foothills chapter show interest in joining and being 
involved in the board. Still looking for new board members when Eva leaves for residency in the spring.  
Events: Currently planning a summer/fall/end of show season social event at Lynn’s pool  
Nothing much else to report, we don’t meet regularly in the summer so will ramp regular board meetings back up 
starting in September. Several members have qualified for championships. 
 

7. On The Bit         Ginka Kubelka 
We are having a great time with our show and clinic series at the Wolfe Ranch Arena in Laramie this summer!  
We started off with Kathy Simard on May 31st and June 1st with a clinic and the first show of our schooling show 
series. Kathy provided valuable insights and everyone was having fun. We only had local people signed up for this 
one, which made it a great event to deal with all the little hiccups you encounter when hosting an event at a new 
facility! 
For the weekend of July 5th and 6th, we brought Joann Williams back to Laramie. This time, we not only had local 
interest, but also had riders from Casper, Riverton, and Fort Collins. It was another great weekend! We improved our 
riding and showing skills but also re-learned how to set up the temporary stalls. It will be so much faster next time! ;-) 
The conclusion of our show series will be a RMDS recognized show on August 9th, again at the Wolfe Ranch Arena. 
Our judge, Ulf Wadeborn (S, CA), will stay for a clinic on August 10th. Entries are open now and we are excited about 
another opportunity to come together and enjoy our horses with old and new friends. More info about this event can 
be found on our website www.onthebitdressage.com! We will have great prizes and a fun, low key atmosphere. 
There will also be show series awards for those who attended all three shows! Please reach out with any questions: 
info@onthebitdressage.com. 
We will continue to hold monthly meetings at Altitude Chophouse in Laramie at 7pm the first Thursday of the month. 

Join us in person, if you can, or ask for the zoom link! 

 
8. Pikes Peak         Vacant  

The club is in a bit of disarray and is looking to poll their membership as to how to move forward. 
 

Next Meeting is August 14th. Reports for August 
 

7:50 pm Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted, Heather Petersen 

http://www.onthebitdressage.com/

