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RMDS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
May 8, 2025 

Zoom Meeting 

Meeting @ 6:30 PM 
 

Attendance: Sharon Soos, Heather Petersen, Darby Savoca, Karen Harkin, Grace Davis, Sloane Rosenthal, Janeen Cochi, 
Shannon Moyes Clark, Ginka Kubelka, Eva Morrison, Judi DeVore, Shannon Lemons, Marilou Metcalf, Katie Knight, Nadia 
Westra, Kristen Allen 
 
Proxies: Brenda Haley to Katie Knight 
  
Call to Order-President          Sloane Rosenthal  
Meeting called to order at 7:34 pm by Sloane Rosenthal 
 
Vice President Report          Vacant 
No report 
 
Secretary - Approval of Minutes  - April 2025    Heather Petersen 
Karen Harkin made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections, 2nd by Katie Knight.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurers Report           Sharon Soos 
Operating Funds as of April 30, 2025 
 Checking Account      $   87,283.94 
 PayPal Account (April 15, 2025)     $     3,909.28   
    Subtotal    $   91,193.22 
Restricted Funds as of April 30, 2025  
 Scholarship Account    
  RMDS Scholarship     $    3,757.29 
  Barbara H McElnea     $    6,500.00 
  Percy       $  12,033.71 
    Subtotal    $  22,291.00 
  Total       $ 113,484.22 
Reminders: 

 Reimbursement Request Form with Receipts MUST be submitted for reimbursement. 
 
Operating Funds as of May 7, 2025 
 Checking Account      $  84,352.44 
 PayPal Account      $       502.94   
  Outstanding Checks     $       ???? 
  Pending Deposits     $       ???? 

Subtotal Operating Funds  $   84,855.38 
Reserve (Minus)   $ - 20,000.00 

Operating Funds     $    64,855.38 
 
Restricted Funds as of April 9, 2025  
 Scholarship Account    
  RMDS Scholarship     $     7,678.79 
  Barbara H McElnea     $     7,500.00 
  Percy       $   12,033.71 

Outstanding check     $      - 250.00 
  Restricted Funds     $   26,962.50 
 Total                     $ 111,817.88 
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Presentation of the budget versus year-to-date and how the categories compare currently.  Some discussion of various 
events and programs and are they accounted for?  Sharon asked that folks send her breakouts for education and clinics so 
Sharon can be more accurate with the paypal breakouts. 
 
President Report          Sloane Rosenthal 
Great to see everyone at the Cure and thanks to all the volunteers!  Great pizza party for the kids by Grace!  
 
Central Office Report 
Membership 

 Registration – 496 as of 5/5 members for 2025-71 new horses since October, 2024                               
Shows:  

 Reminder to submit insurance and prizelists for coming shows.  

 Results processed for GVDS Welcome to Spring. 
Omnibus:  

 Nothing new to report. 
Database/Website: 

 Nothing new to report.  
Volunteer: 

 Shows and clinics need to submit their volunteer hours.  
General:  

 
Next Executive Board Meetings (2nd Thursday odd months-exceptions noted) –  

 Executive Board Meetings:  
Reports: Jan 9, March 20, May 8, July 10, Sept 11, Oct 9 (budget) 

  No reports: Feb 13, Apr 10, June 12, Aug 14, Dec 11.  
2025 RMDS EVENTS: 
Banquet     January 11 – Arvada Center  
Sport Horse  Sept 17  -  Co Horse Park  
Championships  Sept 18-21 – Co Horse Park  
BOG        Nov 15 JeffCo Fairgrounds   
 

Permanent Committee Reports Continued: 
Adult Amateur          Katie Knight 

See the education report. 
 

Awards           Shannon Lemons 
2024 Awards: 
I have sent out the last of the awards where postage was paid. 
2025 Awards: 
Will need to raise cost of mailing out awards based on how much higher shipping fees were, particularly for rider 
plaques.  I suggest $2 for plates only, $6.50 for ribbons only, $8.50 for for ribbon with small plaque, $15 for rider 
plaque/ribbons.   
Storage for awards: 
I am working on a budget for transferring awards to a storage container that could then be moved to different 
locations due to the very high cost of climate controlled storage.  I am waiting on an estimate for site prep to 
place the container on my property.  The site prep and shelving will be the same for either leasing or purchasing 
a container, but we need to decide if purchasing is right for the organization.  Certainly it will be most cost 
effective and would pay for itself in a year based on our current costs; however, your next Awards chair may not 
have a site to locate it and we would need to come up with another option. 
In general, we can purchase a container for approximately $3000.  We would then need to invest in some 
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shelving, heavy duty extension cords for lights and I plan on using a sunflower type propane heater since I have 
two extra propane tanks and we would just need the sunflower attachment.  There would be some costs 
incurred by me regarding electricity, maybe $25/month during the awards months when I need to be in the unit 
a lot (October through March).  We would also need to come up with a plan for payment as this is going to be 
more than I would like to personally take on and have to wait on reimbursement for. 
Leasing an 8 x 20 container is around $120/month, plus $300 delivery fee 
I have a contractor coming to do an estimate on site prep this week and will try to have a fully fleshed out budget 
by next meeting.  I would like to be able to have it ready to go by September at the latest while the storage unit is 
fairly empty and before all of the trophies come back at the end of the month. 
 

Communications         Vacant 
We are still looking for volunteers to help us design a survey for the membership. We’re going to get some 
spreadsheets from Sharon to help with the presentation of the data. 
 
Database/Website – Please send in your volunteer sign-ups, we really need to get the information out. 
Volunteers are seeming to be a bit scarce this year. 
 
E-Centaur – trying to track down passwords to access MailChimp and get the reoccurring billing transferred. We 
need someone to do the e-centaur and our social media accounts.  
 

Education         Dorothy Kapaun / Judi DeVore 
* We are still trying to get a confirmed date from Happy Dog Ranch for a 2026 Symposium.. They have to agree 
to all educators we propose. They have approved George Williams and if we have another person to teach with 
him we will have to run their name by them as well before we can confirm the clinicians. We are waiting for Mark 
Rashid and Masterson to give them dates as they are their key clinicians. We have given them April 25/26 as our 
preferred dates. If this process drags on much longer we may look at an alternate venue. Indigo Hills has been 
suggested as a venue in the event we cannot pin down HDR by the end of this month.. We are also looking at 
Good Luck Farms but haven’t had a response yet.  
Should we look at 1 day versus 2 days 
* The combined clinic with Pros, Amateurs, and the Education committee is seeking a date and a venue for 2025 
that will work for key instructors and facilities and without conflict for a busy show season. Sue Martin is working 
on getting dates as she will moderate the group with the assist of other local trainers.  Gabby Hibbert has 
volunteered her facility and the date proposed September 27th.  We are also looking at October.  It was decided 
the weekend after Championships wasn’t a good option so other dates will be explored. 
 

Junior/Young Riders        Gabrielle Ward / Grace Davis 
We had a very successful April meeting about show preparation with around 10 attendees. The kids were very 
interested in showing and learning about all that goes into it! Grace then set up the pizza party for the juniors to 
take place of the May meeting, and it was graciously sponsored by Windswept and Sloane Rosenthal. A big thank 
you to Heather and Sloane for making this possible!  
We are now in the works of finding dates for our Sue Martin clinic that will be held at Gabby’s facility. We are 
leaning towards a one day clinic, and are looking into what we would charge for clinic slots to bring in money for 
RMDS.  
We are planning out our summer meetings according to what the juniors wanted to discuss at the pizza party, 
including a talk about NAYC, and a separate meeting about championships. 
 

Marketing         Kristen Allen 
Live Auction items for next year – we’re looking to find more things to create packages. Trying to take out the 
trips and do donated items.  
Kristen, Sloane and Heather will confab on Championships.  We can reach out to our 2024 sponsors. 
  

Professionals          Sue Martin / Holly Bergay 
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See Education report. 
 

Scholarship         Karen Harkin 
We’re almost mid-way through the scholarship year and most recipients are finally getting a solid start on their 
training plans.  

 Leg-Up Scholarship (Training and First Level): This rider continues to take three to four lessons per week, 
focusing on the training scale fundamentals while creating a happy partnership with her horse. Due to the 
weather and facility projects, she has not taken the next step of trailing her horse offsite. This is a much-
needed step before she enters any shows.  

 Junior/Young Rider Scholarship (Jr/YR): This recipient has used three additional lessons on her leased horse. 
She plans on having four more extra lessons by her next update. She is splitting her lessons on this horse 
between Dolly Hannon and Glenda Needles and has benefited from both trainers. She has not had an 
opportunity to volunteer yet.  

 Opening Doors Scholarship (Professional): This rider has been working through different areas of the third 
level tests, with extra work on half passes in the trot and canter, which has been one of hardest exercises for 
them as a pair. They have gotten in two lessons and rode in the Amelia Newcomb clinic. It was a great 
weekend filled with lots of new information for herself and to share with her clients. It was probably the 
smoothest clinic she hosted for High Plains as well. They are preparing to show Sunday May 4th at third level 
tests one and two. She is feeling pretty good about test 1. Test 2 with the canter half passes have created 
more challenges and will keep her on her toes. But they have a great attitude and will take it one step at a 
time and make the best they can of it.  

 Barbara H. McElnea Scholarship (Western Colorado): This recipient is continuing to rehab from her broken 
femur and subsequent surgery in December. Most of her horse’s riding and training has been done by 
Hannah Cole. They attended two Sue Martin clinics and a great freestyle clinic with Dolly Hannon. This rider 
started riding in late March and is slowing increasing her time in the saddle. She is now able to ride at the 
walk, trot, and canter for 30 minutes! She will ride in a Sue Martin clinic in May and maybe show at the end 
of May. She already volunteered seven hours and signed up for more hours in May and June.  

 PV Percy Sledge Memorial Scholarship: This rider rode in the High Plains clinic with Amelia Newcomb in April. 
She will ride with Kathleen Raine in May and scribe at Dressage for the Cure so will complete her activities 
and volunteer hours by the end of May. Her horse is coming along and getting more ready for Third Level.  

Scholarship Program Update 
The Scholarship Program Guidelines are complete based on the feedback of the board regarding the scholarship 
amounts.  Please review this document for final approval before it is uploaded to the website 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:763bad31-41ed-4b5d-ad4f-5238fbbc1074  
Many, many thanks to Grace Davis, who turned the scholarship application into a Google form.  Please test this link 
with whatever information you want to put in, including uploading some sample documents of anything you want to 
share.  Grace and I have tested it and made a few tweaks, but it needs more testers, as the form locks you out after 
completing it once.  This has to be tested by more people before it can be posted on the website.  The link is: 
https://forms.gle/XSHjUHZSFbawNs2i6  

 
Shows – Championships       Vacant/Heather Petersen 

We are really looking for someone or someones to fill this position.  Shannon Lemons has agreed to help with the party 
planning. Heather is working on hotel blocks.  Kristen, Sloane  and Heather will coordinate reaching out to 2024 
sponsors. 

 
Volunteer         Janeen Cochi  
I am following up with the upcoming shows and getting the signup links so they can be posted on the RMDS site. I 
have the link for the Nighthawk show on May 24 and 25.   
I am also working on a volunteer program for 2026.  Connecting with other regions to see what they do. 
 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:763bad31-41ed-4b5d-ad4f-5238fbbc1074
https://forms.gle/XSHjUHZSFbawNs2i6
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Appointed Committee Reports: 
1. Nominating Committee – Chapter Presidents      Ginka Kubelka 
 Speak to Ginka if you have an interest in a position.   

Debbie King expressed interest in perhaps the Championships show chair and was going to touch base with 
Nadia. 

 
2. BOG - November 15, 2025        Heather Petersen 

Jefferson County Fairgrounds is reserved. 
 

3. Banquet –          Sloane Rosenthal 
Still looking at locations.  
 

Region 5 Report          Heather Petersen 
One more junior declared for NAYC, convention is in Lexington, Kentucky, and RMDS received the bid for the 2026 
Regional Championships. 
 

Old Business: 

 None 
 
New Business: 

 None 

 

Chapter Presidents: 
1. Arkansas Valley        Brenda Haley 

We are beginning our 2nd virtual show. The first one had several members from other chapters which promises to be 
exciting, with more riders being interested. This one, for May is being judged by Jodi Lee.  
The planned schooling show scheduled for late this month has been cancelled. With the continuously rising costs of 
arena rental, judges, etc., we have been priced out of shows for this area. We hope to raise revenue with our virtual 
shows.  
In April we had a full slate of riders, with Holly Bergay teaching at a clinic held at Juan Gonzales’ facility in Florence. 
We will be having Sarah Storch at the same venue this month in May.  
Bev Harrison gave us a very informative session on saddle fitting and we are planning on having her back for a 
discussion on saddle pads and girths.  
Our education chair has invited a physical therapist and equine body worker for future meetings.  
Next meeting will be May 9th at Coyote Den in Penrose. 
 

2. Boulder Valley         Shannon Moyes Clark 
Boulder Valley Dressage met virtually on April 1y, 2025 and will be having a special meeting to address our web site 
on May 19, 2025.  
As of the end of April, our membership is 107. The number, as expected, is going up as we get closer to show season.  
TREASURER:  Marcia Zuger reported on our current bank accounts, and the earnings after funding our Volunteer 
Appreciation efforts this year. 
SHOW 2025: We will not be hosting a show for 2025. 
CLINICS and ACTIVITIES:  

 We had a lunging clinic with Joan Clay that is full for participants and had a few auditors 

 We hosted a goal planning seminar/clinic with Sally O’Dwyer and Sue Martin.  This was well attended! 

 We agreed to the expenses for hosting JJ Tate in August at the Fairgrounds.  We agreed to the costs, and the 
educational team is in the process of applying for some grants as well.  We agreed to allow Blue Roof to host 
her after our clinic. 

 We are also planning for Lilo Fore in 2026. 

 The team is considering a “breach” exchange event at one of the shows as a fund raiser. 
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BANQUET: Vice President Sally O’Dwyer are moving ahead with plans for our January Awards Banquet at the Boulder 
Country Club. 
NEXT MEETING: Special board meeting with current and prior board to be held this month to make sure we are 
covering correct procedures and expenses.  The regular board meet again June 9th, via a virtual meeting. 
 

3. Foothills         Nadia Westra 
No report. 

 
4. Grand Valley          Karen Harkin 

GVDS has had a busy few months. In March, April and again in May, we had three member-sponsored Sue Martin 
clinics. All were/are over-subscribed and although we wish we had more time with her, we’re grateful for what we do 
have. Thanks to Judi DeVore for organizing these.  
We also hosted a phenomenal two-day freestyle clinic with Dolly Hannon in Grand Junction. The first day, attended 
by 18 members, featured lectures, musical selections and videos. We were fortunate to apply what we learned as we 
watched Glamourdale at the World Cup perform his freestyle. A great, unplanned addition to the curriculum! Dolly’s 
inclusion of stories and anecdotes kept the audience entertained and engaged. The following day 13 riders took 
advantage of Dolly’s judging expertise. Half of the group performed their work-in-progress freestyles and the other 
half did ride-a-tests. This was a great mix of professionally done freestyles combined with self-created freestyles, 
done by participants from the RMDS DIY Freestyle Zoom classes earlier this year and decided to “give it a go” on their 
own. Dolly had some great suggestions for music and choreography. It was also fun to see the riders who 
participated in this event, have super rides two weeks later at our first shows of the year. Thanks to The Dressage 
Foundation and GVDS for financially supporting this outstanding event. 
Easter weekend we kicked off the show season with a schooling show on Friday and our Welcome To Spring (Level I) 
show presented by Stirrup Cup Farm, on Saturday. It was a super challenging weather weekend with high winds, rain, 
snow, and hail combined with a dog competition in the adjacent space. Thank goodness for covered arenas, and 
permanent barns with safe stalls! Judy Downer was an outstanding judge providing excellent feedback and solid 
suggestions for riders to improve their horses and themselves. Mike Taylor is a popular TD as he loves to teach our 
volunteers in a friendly, approachable way. We look forward to having both back again in the future. Stirrup Cup 
Farm was so excited to be our sponsor that they provided lovely glass mugs for all exhibitors and volunteers. It’s 
challenging to have a smaller recognized show without a major sponsor. We can’t thank them enough for their 
support.  
Entries open on May 5 for our summertime show weekend. May 30 is the Summertime Warmup show, an 
RMDS/WDAA/WDACO/AQHA-Western recognized show. May 31 is the Summertime I show and June 1 is the 
Summertime II show, both Level II shows. The entire weekend is sponsored by Alpine Bank. We are excited to 
welcome Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez for the first day. Debbie will be joined by Eleanor Stine-Masek for panel judging on 
the second day and Eleanor closing out the third day on her own. This format has worked well for our western 
Colorado members, and our Utah and Wyoming members and neighbors. We will again be offering National 
Dressage Pony Cup recognition on the May 31-June 1 show days. New for us will be a TDF Benefit class held for the 
Adult Amateur First-3 class on June 1. 
We’re excited to announce a new endeavor created by three members Julie Burt, Shelby Wolf and Megan Bretey. 
“Drop In Dressage” clinics are designed to be welcoming, affordable, and community-focused, offering riders of all 
backgrounds and experience levels a space to grow, connect, and get inspired. Whether you're just starting out or 
refining your craft, this is your invitation to join a movement toward an inclusive and accessible dressage scene in 
Western Colorado. The first one is on May 6 at the Mesa County Fairgrounds. These ladies are committed to growing 
and sustaining dressage in western Colorado, a discipline that is moving towards more senior riders. As we have a 
new pony club in Grand Junction and are increasing our involvement in a Gunnison pony club, we are excited about 
welcoming more youth to our area and this is a great first step. Check it out. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A7hgA2H_On9tN1h0mek1eaeX_-V_tdlMhlzDxhBgljg/edit?usp=sharing  
The second annual GVDS Youth Camp, presented by MoonRider Farm, is scheduled for June 17-19. A robust group of 
volunteers is planning for three fun days of education, horseback games and riding education. We expect this to sell 
out very quickly. More on this to come.  
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And finally, we sadly said goodbye to long time GVDS/RMDS member, Century Club rider and Judi DeVore’s mother, 
Alice Darlington Hoffner. Alice’s warm and welcoming smile, her devotion to her family and her incredible love for 
horses, and her spiciness will always be remembered in our hearts. We miss you Alice. 
 

5. High Plains          Andrea Osmond 
Past Events This Report Period:  
March 23: High Plains Chapter Member Meeting  
April 7: Board Meeting  
April 12- 13: Amelia Newcomb clinic at Indigo Hills Equestrian - 16 rides, 22 auditors  
April 28: Board Meeting  
Upcoming Events This Report Period:  
May 12: Board Meeting  
June 2, 16, and 30: Board Meeting  
Future Events 2025:  
August 2025 - Dancing On The Plains I & II Dressage Show - Colorado Horse Park  
October 2025 - Natalie Hamilton-Hinnemann at Indigo Equestrian Center  
Other News:  
- Membership up to 79  
- Looking for an Education Co-Chair  
- Looking for Marketing Chair  
- Working on horse show organizing and planning  
- Planning a dinner on August 2nd at the show. Possible Food Truck and DJ  
- Award coolers for High Point awards, ordered and arrived  
- First place tumblers ordered and arrived  
- Ribbons arriving in June  
- Dressage arena with letters purchased and to be delivered 5/6/25  
- Sponsorships:  
- Andrea Price Sponsored the high point prizes  
- Sue Martin - sponsoring one arena for DOTP show  
- Indigo Hills Equestrian - sponsoring one arena for DOTP show  
- Mobile Veterinary Services - sponsoring one area for DOTP show  
- Anonymous Donation - $5,000 
 

6. Northern Colorado         Eva Morrison 
April Highlights: 
Ride-a-Test Event 
Date: April 13, 2025 
Location: Kathy Coulson's Barn, Loveland, CO 
Summary: Our spring Ride-a-Test event was a success, with 12 riders participating. Riders had the opportunity to ride 
a test of their choice, receive scores and feedback from an L judge, and re-ride for improvement. Feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive, especially from first-time participants. This was an excellent warm-up event ahead of the 
summer show season. 
Key Outcomes: 
- Strong attendance with broad age and experience range 
- Constructive judge feedback supported learning and development 
- Positive community engagement and camaraderie 
---------------------------------------- 
May Plans: 
NCDA Summer Schooling Show Series – First Show 
Date: May 18, 2025 
Location: Tomora Training Center, Greeley, CO 
Judge: Kathy Simard (L Program Graduate) 
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Details: This will be the first of two summer schooling shows hosted by NCDA. Entries are currently open and can be 
submitted through Equestrian Entries or the NCDA website. All levels of classical and western dressage are welcome. 
Prizes will be awarded for high scores, and volunteers are still needed for scribing, ring stewarding, and setup. 
Promotion: 
- PDF flyer posted on social media and local barns 
- Email campaign sent to NCDA member list 
- Reminder to register sent out May 1st 
Goals: 
 30+ riders 
- Positive and educational show experience for all levels 
- Promote volunteer engagement and club spirit 
---------------------------------------- 
Looking Ahead: 
Second Summer Schooling Show 
Date: June 21, 2025 
Judge: Sharron Sarchet (L Program Graduate) 
Planning in progress; volunteers to be finalized. We will continue to build momentum from May’s show. 
---------------------------------------- 
Other Notes: 
- Treasurer and Secretary are coordinating budget and insurance paperwork for the events. 
- NCDA website updates are ongoing to streamline show registration and display event results. 
 

7. On The Bit         Ginka Kubelka 
We have successfully started our summer events with a Kentucky Derby Party at the Wolfe Ranch Arena in Laramie 
on May 3rd as a fundraiser for our club. It was a fun party with about 70 guests!  
On May 31st, Kathy Simard will hold a clinic, and the following day, Kathy will be judging a schooling show, the first 
show of our On The Bit Show Series. Both will be held at the Wolfe Ranch Arena. Sign up for the clinic, the prize list 
for the show, and the entry form for the show can be found on our website www.onthebitdressage.com! We will 
have great prizes and a fun, low key atmosphere. There will also be show series awards if you attend all three shows! 
For the weekend of July 5th and 6th, we’ll bring Joann Williams back to Laramie. Again, we’ll have a clinic day and a 
schooling show, continuing our show series. 
The conclusion of our show series will be a RMDS recognized show on August 9th, again, at the Wolfe Ranch Arena. 
Our judge, Ulf Wadeborn (S, CA), will stay for a clinic on August 10th.  
We are excited about all these events coming up and hope we’ll see many of you come check out our new facility! 
Laramie is just a little over an hour away from Fort Collins! Please reach out with any questions: 
info@onthebitdressage.com. 
We will continue to hold monthly meetings at Altitude Chophouse in Laramie at 7pm the first Thursday of the month. 
Join us in person, if you can, or ask for the zoom link! 
 

8. Pikes Peak         Vacant  
The club is in a bit of disarray and is looking to poll their membership as to how to move forward. 
 

Next Meeting is June 12th. No reports for June. 
 

9:10 pm Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted, Heather Petersen 

http://www.onthebitdressage.com/

