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RMDS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
April 2, 2026 

Zoom Meeting 

Meeting @ 6:30 PM 
 

Attendance: Heather Petersen, Sloane Rosenthal, Joan Clay, Natalie Mendik, Karen Harkin, Shannon Lemons, Sabra Nagel, 
Shannon Moyes Clark, Stephanie Fryncko, Marilou Metcalf, Katie Knight, Susan Mizuno, Kristen Allen 
 
Proxies: Ginka Kubelka to Heather Petersen; Nadia Westra to Sloane Rosenthal 
  
Call to Order- President          Sloane Rosenthal  
Meeting called to order at 6:33 pm by Sloane Rosenthal 
 
Secretary - Approval of Minutes  - March 2026      Heather Petersen 
Joan Clay made a motion to approve the minutes, 2nd by Karen Harkin.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
President Report          Sloane Rosenthal 
Discussion of the Foothills Chapter dissolution and the distribution of the Foothills funds.  Fund distribution can be decided 
once the amount of the funds is known and then it can be split to Jr/YRs, AAs and scholarship. Discussion of notifying the 
members of the chapter that their chapter may be going away unless new leadership and board is established.  Joan Clay 
moved to send specific notice to the Foothills members on the dissolution and offer them the opportunity to constitute a 
new board instead.  2nd by Sabra Nagel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Vice President Report          Natalie Mendik 

No report 
 

Treasurers Report           Shannon Lemons 
Banking: 

 Transition continues to be an issue with Wells Fargo – at present the Scholarship account has a key executive named 
“Lisa”? 

 We will need to do the statement below, and I will need a copy signed by all executive board members ASAP to make 
the needed changes. 

 Still do not know about making a separate reserve account. 

 Researching other options – I know we just bought checks, but any time you need a change or assistance, Wells Fargo 
is incredibly unhelpful. I have personally spent 10 hours trying to get this done in the past few weeks, and I don’t 
even know how many hours Sharon has spent. Each time I speak to a banker at a branch or one on the phone I get a 
completely different answer on how to make these changes happen. They are also increasing fees starting this month 
regarding minimum balances. 

To Change Key Executive Status: 

 Letter explaining the situation – I have attached one at the end of this report. Darby, can you please print out on 
letterhead, sign and scan in to each board member listed so we can all sign before my appointment next Wednesday 
with a banker. 

 Please include the following in the minutes, and I need a copy of the  minutes signed by the entire board ASAP before 
meeting next week (see I told you it was ridiculous!).  

The following statement was read into the minutes: 
Date: April 2, 2026 
Legal Name: Rocky Mountain Dressage Society 
Address: RMDS Central Office, 4525 U Road, De Beque, CO 81630 
Date Established: 1977 
Entity Type: 501 (c) 3 Non profit organization 
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Statement of Authority and Control: The RMDS Executive Board handles the day to day overseeing of the organization and 
has the authority to act on behalf of the organization. This group meets monthly and includes the President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Central Office Manager as permanent executive board members during their terms of election. 
Key Executive Changes to be made: 
#1018010229 (RMDS Checking) and #3342740416 (RMDS Paypal account) 
 Current Key Executives:  Elizabeth Geier 
     Gwen Ka’awaloa 
     Sharon Soos 
 Current Signers on Account: Shannon Lemons 
     Darby Savoca 
 
 Remove Key Executives:  Elizabeth Geier 
 Retain Key Executives:  Sharon Soos 
     Gwen Ka’awaloa 
 Add Key Executives:  Shannon Lemons  
     Darby Savoca 
 
#3189288206 – RMDS Scholarship Account 
 Current Key Executives:  Lisa 
 Current Signers on Account: Sharon Soos 
 Remove Key Executives:  Elizabeth Geier, Lisa 
 Retain Key Executives:  Sharon Soos 
 Add Key Executives:  Shannon Lemons 
     Darby Savoca 
Motion to approve by Katie Knight. 2nd by Karen Harkin.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Signed this 2 of April 2026 by: 
 
Sloane Rosenthal  Natalie Mendik   Heather Petersen 
President   Vice President   Secretary 
 
Shannon Lemons  Darby Savoca 
Treasurer   Central Office Manager 
 
Discussion of leaving Wells Fargo and how to go about doing it. 
 
Taxes: We still do not have financial forms from  

 Arkansas Valley 

 On The Big 

 Foothills  
We need these immediately. Darby, can you please call the president of AVDA and OTB since email does not seem to be 
working… 

Discussion of which version of Quicken to go to….  

 The old Gateway is making Shannon nervous … randomly shutting the screen off and requiring a restart even though 
the drive keeps running. And Yes, it is kept plugged in…. 

 Took 4 restarts yesterday, so I think we will need to transition sooner rather than later. 

 Do we have preference of QB 2024 vs online? 
o Online is about $19/month 
o Seems to be a 2024 version that is “lifetime” but I haven’t had the chance to research fully, would love input 

here to save me some time. 

 Cannot directly transition. 
o Requires that we update 2011 to 2013 to 2017 and then to 2023 before – ugh!! 
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o QB should be able to provide trail versions but haven’t had time to do this yet. 
 
 
Operating Funds as of March 31, 2026 
 Checking Account      $   82,124.33 
 PayPal Account (March 15, 2026)    $     520.69  
    Subtotal    $   82,645.02 
Restricted Funds as of March 31, 2026  
 Scholarship Account    
  RMDS Scholarship     $   
  Barbara H McElnea     $   
  Percy       $   
    Subtotal    $  28,712.50 
  Total       $ 111,357.52 
 
Operating Funds as of April 2, 2026 
 Checking Account      $  82,124.33 
 PayPal Account       $       520.69 
  Outstanding Checks     $       ???? 
  Pending Deposits     $       ???? 

Subtotal Operating Funds  $   82,645.02 
Reserve (Minus)   $ - 40,000.00 

Operating Funds     $   42,645.02 
Restricted Funds as of March 11, 2026  
 Scholarship Account    
  RMDS Scholarship     $     
  Barbara H McElnea     $     
  Percy       $     

Outstanding check     $     
  Restricted Funds     $    28,712.50 
 Total                     $ 111,357.52 
 
Central Office 
No Report 
 

Permanent Committee Reports Continued: 
Adult Amateur & Education       Katie Knight/Marilou Metcalf 
Our George Williams/Janet Foy Symposium is right around the corner! We had numerous applications from a wide 
range of talented riders. George and Janet made the selections. We will see fourteen riders ranging from Training 
level to Grand Prix. The joint committee is busy continuing to work on the details.  
Sally O’Dwyer will be presenting on “Perfect Prep to create a plan that moves you forward in dressage. Participants 
will leave with a personalized training roadmap that you can immediately begin using in your rides. Sally is our former 
RMDS president, the author of The Dressage Mastery Workbook, and founder of Dressage Amateurs Rise.  
On Sunday at the lunch break, Right Path Equestrian will host a fashion show with the latest styles. It’s a Bling Thing! 
Check out their website at https://www.rightpathequestrian.com to peruse equestrian attire, tack and saddle fitting 
information.  
Kenny Zwick is a soft tissue specialist and will be available throughout Saturday for thirty minute stretch sessions. The 
sessions are $35. Please contact Marilou Metcalf at Metcalfmmd@me.com or (303)847-2131 to schedule a session.  
Una Schade is our photographer. Riders may pre-register at https://unaschade.com/equine-clinic-photography/.  
We were delighted with the volunteer response, and have our volunteer spots covered. We have a number of 
auditors registered. Please consider auditing one or two days. There is on-site lodging available at the Creekside 
house. The accommodations are nice—think Air BnB, and no driving to the facility.  
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Our needs are a speaker system that we could borrow or rent. If we could get the projector screen we just purchased 
to Happy Dog Ranch, that would be wonderful. Let us know if anyone is interested in sponsoring coffee and 
doughnuts, snacks or water for this event. We are getting information on having a taco food truck present.  
Please consider joining us for this special weekend at Happy Dog Ranch! 
 
Heather will donate her sound system and we need to figure out the microphones.  Marilou will pick up the screen 

from Gwen. The screen will go home with Heather after the symposium. 
 
We need to determine if we provide lunches for riders. Katie will host coffee and breakfast stuff on Saturday. Does 

anyone want to sponsor lunch for the riders?  Discussion of the need to have something on the grounds with food for 
purchase as restaurants are too far away. The misc funds now need to be used for a port-a-potty, the facility would like one.  
Letters for the sidewalls to give reference points to the riders.  

 
Awards          Shannon Lemons 
 Stuff always gets lost in the mail, so there are about 5 or 6 plates to reorder and send out. There are a couple 
of others to now get sent out as late payments for shipping were received. 
 
Communications        Mary Morrissey 

Database/Website – Rolling along. 
 
E-Centaur – We hope to have this back very soon – aiming for April. 
 
Facebook – Karen sent Kristen some scholarship updates and Kristen will work to get them up on Facebook and 
such. Kristen is also looking for other content. Live auction people still need to pay (except Sloane), Darby needs 
to send a second round of invoices. 
 
Magazine – Sloane previewed the awards / scholarship update publication.  
 

Education         Marie Zumwalt 
See earlier report. 
 

Junior/Young Riders        Gabrielle Ward / Grace Davis 
No report.  

 
Marketing          

No report 
  

Professionals          Sue Martin / Holly Bergay 
No report 

 
Scholarship         Karen Harkin 

  No report 
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Shows – Championships       Maura/Heather Petersen 
Things are moving along. 

 
Volunteer         Sabra Nagel/Stephanie Fryncko  
They are working on setting up things for this year. 

 
Appointed Committee Reports: 

1. Nominating Committee – Chapter Presidents      Ginka Kubelka 
No report 
 
2. BOG - November 16, 2026        Heather Petersen 

 No report 
 

3. Banquet –          Natalie Mendik 
See VP Report 
 

Region 5 Report          Heather Petersen 
It has been a very unusual winter for us in Colorado with record breaking temperatures.  We’re worried fires for the 
coming summer and I hope April brings us some moisture to temper the risks. The start of our clinic and competition 
season is here for those of us up north as well! I’ve enjoyed working with quite a few of the region’s GMOs and 
members on various things throughout the winter. The busy months of summer are ahead of us, but don’t forget to 
save some time to spend with family, friends and your horses.   
The deadline for Participating Member Delegate nominations is April 15. Our region will have 5 PM delegates for the 
2026 USDF Convention in Lexington, Kentucky December 2-5. You can check the status of our delegate nominees by 
going to the link below. Please check your status to make sure your acceptance is there if you would like to be a PM 
delegate candidate. If you are not listed and you would like to be a PM delegate, please contact Ann Damiano at 
adamiano@cox.net. Please do not commit to be a delegate unless you know you can attend. There is some financial 
assistance from our Region for those PM delegates who do attend the convention.  We really need the 
representation to help give your Region a voice. 
http://www.usdf.org/about/about-usdf/governance/nominating/accepted.asp  
If you intend to qualify for Region 5 teams to the North American Youth Championships in the Childrens, Junior or 
Young Rider divisions, then please make sure you take note of the application structure for 2026. The application and 
fee should be turned in to the USDF office by March 9, 2026 in order to avoid stiffer fees. If you apply by March 9th, 
the fee is only $75 per application. Applications submitted between March 10th and April 20th are $150 and the final 
application deadline is May 4th, but it will cost you $300 to apply between April 21st and May 4th. At this point in 
time, absolutely no applications will be accepted after May 4th. If you plan to compete for NAYC, please also be sure 
to contact Joan Clay, our Region Coordinator for the FEI Juniors and Young Riders and let her know your intent. Her 
email address is jnclay@comcast.net and her phone number is 970.420.0887. The 2026 NAYC will be held at the 
Great Lakes Equestrian Festival, Flintfields Horse Park, Traverse City, Michigan – July 27 - August 2, 2026.  We are 
excited to have 5 Juniors declared so far and 6 Young Riders. 
The USDF Group Member Organizations Volunteer Incentive Program is a fabulous opportunity for recognition of our 
members that isn’t very well known! The Group Member Organization (GMO) Volunteer Incentive Program is a way 
for current USDF Group Members to earn recognition by volunteering with their GMO(s). Track your volunteer hours 
using the GMO Volunteer Incentive Program Hour Log below and have a current GMO officer or official of record 
with USDF (president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, newsletter editor, webmaster, roster contact) validate 
your hours with their signature. Once a milestone has been achieved, submit the form to USDF. Hours can be carried 
over to the following year(s), allowing you to earn recognition as time allows you to volunteer. 
Save the Date!! Join us June 8th for a great webinar with David O’Connor – USEF Chief of Sport.  He’ll be discussing 
the USEF Stoplight Guidance – A Key Framework designed to support and strengthen horse welfare across all levels 
of our sport. Thank you to Arizona Dressage Association for helping to organize this great event.  More information 
will be sent out to everyone shortly. 

 

http://www.usdf.org/about/about-usdf/governance/nominating/accepted.asp
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Old Business: 

  
 
New Business: 

  
 

Chapter Presidents: 
1. Arkansas Valley        Brenda Haley 

We’re having our first virtual show.  Information is on our website. 
 

2. Boulder Valley         Shannon Moyes Clark 
BVD announced and opened our ride a test & schooling show with Sandy Hotz. I will have updated numbers after our 
next meeting but we have filled at least half of the ride a test already, and I do not know details yet on entries for the 
ride a test. We are scheduled for late June, so no concerns at this point. 
 

3. Foothills         Nadia Westra 
No report. 

 
4. Grand Valley          Karen Harkin 

Schooling Show I and Welcome to Spring shows presented by Stirrup Cup Farm April 25-26.  
 

5. High Plains          Susan Mizuno 
Yoga stretch and prep evening – May 17th. 
Working on our show for Dancing on the Plains. 

 
6. Northern Colorado         Joan Clay 

EQUINE & LIVESTOCK EVACUATION AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS  
Sunday, April 12, 2026 (4:00-6:00 PM) – location TBD  
Presenter: Deputy Andrea Maxwell, Larimer County Sheriff’s Office  
Deputy Maxwell will review Larimer County resources, large animal evacuation planning and operations, 
expectations during an evacuation event, and the role of the large animal emergency evacuation center coordinated 
through the Larimer County Sheriff’s Office and the Larimer County Sheriff’s Posse. We are planning on inviting 
equestrians from other disciplines and organizations to this event as a community service activity.  
NCDA RIDE-A-TEST  
Saturday, May 9, 2026 at Tomora Training Center (Greeley, CO)  
Judge/Clinician: Julie Haugen, (r) Dressage & (R) Western  
Both Classical and Western Dressage riders are welcome to attend!  
NCDA SCHOOLING SHOW  
Sunday, May 10, 2025 at Tomora Training Center (Greeley, CO)  
Judge, Dolly Hannon, (S) Dressage & (R) Western Dressage  
English Dressage and Western Dressage classes will be offered. Scores will count for WDACO points. 
 

7. On The Bit         Ginka Kubelka 
No report 
 

8. Pikes Peak         Grace Davis  
Kathy Simard Ride-A-Test – April 17th 
Michael Bragell June 17-18 
 

Next Meeting is May 14th.  This is a report month. 
8:30 pm Meeting Adjourned 
Respectfully submitted, Heather Petersen 


