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RMDS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
May 14, 2026 
Zoom Meeting 

Meeting @ 6:30 PM 
 

Attendance: Heather Petersen, Darby Savoca, Sloane Rosenthal, Joan Clay, Natalie Mendik, Karen Harkin, Ginka Kubelka, 
Shannon Lemons, Katie Knight, Shannon Moyes Clark, Stephanie Fryncko, Andrea Kucharczyk, Grace Davis, Marie Zumwalt 
 
Proxies: Susan Mizuno to Andrea Kucharczyk 
  
Call to Order- Vice President         Sloane Rosenthal  
Meeting called to order at 6:34 pm by Sloane Rosenthal 
 
Secretary - Approval of April minutes will be made at the June meeting with the May minutes Heather Petersen 
 
President Report          Sloane Rosenthal 
It was great to see everyone at the first show of the season and many thanks to Grace for organizing the kids and their pizza 
party. Thanks for coming to the meeting and it’s crazy that half the year has almost already passed! 
 
Vice President Report          Natalie Mendik 
No report 

 
Treasurers Report           Shannon Lemons 
Previous Month Financials: 
Operating Funds:  Period Ending: 4/30/2026__ 
 Checking Account:       $  84,088.59 
 Pay Pal Account: (Period Ending:   4/15/2026   $    8,702.81 
       Operating Funds $  92,791.40 
Restricted Funds:  Period Ending: _ 
 Scholarship Account 
  RMDS Scholarship      $ 
  Barbara McElnea      $ 
  Percy Sledge       $ 
       Total Restricted  $  29,712.50 
 Total Funds        $  122,503.90 
 Less Reserve $40,000       $  82,503.90 
 
Banking –  

 After many hours online and in the bank, Wells Fargo set up the Scholarship Account incorrectly, so we are now 
unable to make any changes to this account, even though they have done so in the past. 

 Their recommendation is to write a check to close the account and then start a new account with them.  I sent a 
check to previous Treasurer who is the only person who can still access the account, and we will deposit that into the 
general RMDS Checking account while we decide next steps.  There are currently no outstanding checks or other 
payments with this account. 

 My suggestion is that we change banking institutions rather than go with one that has been very difficult to work 
with and won’t correct their own mistake.  It took them more than 3 weeks just to add me as a signer of checks.   

 I understand that we just bought checks, but we paid a ridiculous amount for quick book checks and replacements 
through Ent are significantly less.  Additionally, Wells Fargo is significantly increasing fees, and through a credit union 
they will be much less.  I have no information on electronic checks yet – we need some time to work on Quickbooks 
and transferring accounts, if approved, before discussing this. 
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 I have been in contact with Ent FCU and the only remaining into they need is a statement in this meeting that the 
Treasurer, Shannon Lemons, the President, Sloane Rosenthal, and Office Manager, Darby Savoca, have the authority 
from the organization to create the accounts we need and to make changes to those accounts. 

 We should easily be able to have 4 accounts since each free business checking account comes with an attached 
savings account – we can use our reserve as one share (savings account) and the scholarship as the other if that is 
agreeable to everyone. 

Any questions or concerns with changing banks?  We have not choice but to close the account for scholarship and restart but 
given how difficult the change has been I would definitely rather work with another bank. 
 
Joan Clay made the following motion: We as the board of the Rocky Mountain Dressage Society attest that the following 
members have the authority to act on behalf of RMDS in paying expenses, collecting fees and dispersing monies as 
indicated and have access to banking accounts established in the name of RMDS.  We further attest that they have our 
permission to open business accounts with Ent FCU or other financial institutions as best fits the needs of Rocky Mountain 
Dressage Society:  RMDS President, Treasurer, and Central Office Manager, or Sloane Rosenthal, Shannon Lemons and 
Darby Savoca respectively. 2nd to the motion made by Katie Knight.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Central Office 
Membership 

 Registration – 473 as of 5/11 members for 2026 - 52 new horses since October, 2025.  

 26 brand new members in April.                              
Shows:  

 Calendar updated and current as of 5/11. 

 Results processed from Welcome to Spring and Dressage for the Cure.  
Omnibus:  

 Nothing new to report. 
Database/Website: 

 Nothing new to report. 
Volunteer: 

 Clinics & shows need to send in their lists. Be sure volunteers know to double check their own Dashboards for AA 
status and volunteer hours.  

 Updated to Dashboards as of 5/12/2026.   
General:  

 Had a call from a frustrated member regarding awards emails for plates/plaques.  

 A clinic suggestion from a member: Creating a clinic sponsorship fund for riders, so that rides could be sponsored by 
businesses or trainers, etc.  

 Heather brought up the issue with chapters not reporting all of the members on their rosters and this puts us in 
violation with USDF with our GMO agreements.  Some other thoughts and options were discussed to help the 
chapter find a solution that will work. 
 

Next Executive Board Meetings (2nd Thursday odd months-exceptions noted) –  

 Executive Board Meetings:  
Reports: Jan 15, March 12, May 14, July 9, Sept 10, Oct 8 (budget) 

  No reports: Feb 12, Apr 9, June 11, Aug 13, Dec 10.  
2026 RMDS EVENTS: 
Banquet     January 24 – Heritage Eagle Bend Golf Club 
Sport Horse  Sept 16  -  Co Horse Park  
Championships  Sept 17-20 – Co Horse Park  
BOG        Nov 14 JeffCo Fairgrounds   
 

Chapter Presidents: 
1. Arkansas Valley        Brenda Haley 
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Our main focus has been on our virtual shows and our first one of the year just finished and it was quite successful. 
We had 22 rides in April. 
 

2. Boulder Valley         Shannon Moyes Clark 
The club currently has 103 members, which is what we expect as we get closer to show season. 
2026 Upcoming Activities 

 We are well into planning our “ride-a-test” on Saturday, and schooling show on Sunday.  We have signed 
with Sandy Hotz for this activity!  We have received a grant for this activity and are discounting the costs to 
our membership. 

 We have confirmed with Suzanne Galdun for our August 29th and 30th Symposium. This should be a fantastic 
event.  

 We are championing our membership to volunteer and support the shows in our area, Nighthawk and the 
Windswept shows. Let us know if we can add more posts to our facebook. 

2027 Plan 

 For 2027 we would like to host a full RMDS/USDF level show for the last weekend in June! 

 
NEXT MEETING:   We are expecting our next meeting to be June 8th, 2026.  
We changed our Bi-Laws to officially allowing the Banquet to take place as late as Feb 8th of a given year.  It is 
currently scheduled for Feb 6th, 2027. 
 

3. Foothills         Nadia Westra 
No report. 

 
4. Grand Valley          Karen Harkin 

Grand Valley Dressage Society (GVDS) continues to be very busy. Here’s an update of what has transpired.  
o Drop In Dressage taught by Julie Burt has had spotty attendance. We learned that having it on a holiday 

weekend is not successful nor is doing anything during spring break. Too many people had other non-equine 
plans. The cavaletti clinic on March 17 taught by Jolene Perry was nearly full with quite a few non-showing 
riders interested in the cross-training opportunity cavaletti offers.  

o The member-sponsored Vision In Motion Schooling Show March 7 was also a success since our schooling 
shows always sell out. This gave dressage riders an additional option to compete in a more relaxed setting.  

o The Schooling Show I was completely full. The Welcome to Spring Show, presented by Stirrup Cup Farm, was 
70% full which was exciting. A few of our “regulars” were gone or had out-of-commission horses. Several 
hailstorms made it a challenge, but we were very thankful for our covered arenas. Judge Heather Stalker was 
impressed by the quality of rides so early in the year since most of our riders have limited access to indoor 
facilities. The Give N’ Take table was a hit once again and many good quality used items found new homes.  

Upcoming activities include:  
o Our next show weekend, all presented by Alpine Bank, also looks to be good turnout. The Summertime 

Warm-up RMDS show is a few rides away from full. We are 75% full one day and 50% full on the second day 
with a few entries still coming in. We’re again offering The Dressage Foundation Benefit Class in memory of 
Alice Darlington Hoffner donated by Judi DeVore. Adult Amateurs entering the First Level Test 3 compete for 
beautiful ribbons and an engraved clock. A lovely remembrance of an outstanding GVDS member and a great 
support for an organization that always supports GVDS.  

o Immediately preceding the show, Drop In Dressage will offer a ride a test in the full dressage show court. 
Judged by Julie Burt, the is an excellent opportunity for those who are showing or those who may not have 
access to a full-dressage arena to get additional practice. That event is nearly full too. Thanks to member 
Jeffie Pike for covering the additional arena rental fee.  

o Member-sponsored Sue Martin clinic in New Castle on May 15-16.  

o The next Drop In Dressage (Julie Burt) is June 16 and the next Vision in Motion schooling show is June 24.  
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o Member-sponsored Daniel Stewart Clinic in Grand Junction is June 27-29, with the 29th being the dressage 
day. Space is still available for riders and auditors.  

o Ride With Your Mind clinic with Stephany Fish Crossman October 16-18 in Grand Junction.  

 
5. High Plains          Susan Mizuno 

We had a fitness evening educational event and we’re working on our show in August. We’re looking at doing 
another event in the fall, likely a clinic or educational event.  We are also offering a new awards program for our 
members. 

 
6. Northern Colorado         Joan Clay 

NCDA has had a very busy spring and we have accomplished a lot with a small group of dedicated members. Our 
accomplishments are listed below.  
1) Stakeholder Survey: NCDA created a survey using Survey Mars to find out the types of programming our 
stakeholders would like us to offer and to learn what we do well and what we could do better. We distributed the 
survey in April, but our response rate was low and very few people responded (probably our group of very dedicated 
members). We are going to re-examine the questions and revamp the survey for future distribution. Andrea Chirich 
did a great job creating and distributing the survey for NCDA.  

2) Larimer County 4-H Program: Joan Clay and Julie Haugen presented an “Intro to Dressage” classroom session to 
the Larimer County 4-H horse project participants. We covered the basics of how a competition works, including the 
type of horses, tack and attire required for Classical and Western Dressage. We also showed sample videos of lower-
level tests and Julie judged the tests out loud so the participants could better understand what the judge was looking 
for. It was small, but enthusiastic group and we would like to thank Stephanie Brault, DVM for setting up the 
program. Part 2 of this series will be held on May 29, 2026, with Joan Clay giving dressage lessons to any interested 
rider at no cost. Part 3 (date TBD) will be Ride-A-Test Clinic with Julie Haugen.  

3) Equine & Livestock Evacuation Preparedness Presentation was presented by Deputy Andrea Maxwell and her 
colleagues from the Larimer County’s Sheriff’s offices on Sunday, April 12, 2026 at Raptor Ridge in Loveland. 
Refreshments were generously provided by Stephanie Margolies. We had over 30 attendees and we learned about 
what resources Larimer County provides during and evacuation event, how large animal evacuations are coordinated 
and key steps in planning ahead for evacuation events. The program was very engaging and lots of questions were 
answered. We are very fortunate to have the Larimer County Sheriff’s Posse volunteers who help with evacuation 
emergencies! Many thanks to Mary Rolf and Julie Haugen for organizing this activity.  

4) NCDA Ride-A-Test was held on Saturday, May 9, 2026 at Tomora Training Center in Greeley, CO. Julie Haugen was 
our judge/clinician and 10 riders enjoyed practicing their tests and getting instruction to improve their test riding 
skills. Many thanks to Didi DeKrey for acting as event secretary/manager and to Andrea Chirich for providing 
refreshments.  

5) NCDA Schooling Show was held on Sunday, May 10, 2026 at Tomora Training Center in Greeley, CO and our judge 
was Dolly Hannon. We had a modest turnout for our schooling show, but the participants were enthusiastic and 
everyone enjoyed a well-organized event and good feedback from our judge. As usual, we struggled to fill volunteer 
positions but managed to get everything covered. Many thanks to Didi DeKrey for acting as event secretary/manager, 
Rachel Fusco for coordinating the volunteers and to Andrea Chirich for providing refreshments. Mary Rolf designed 
fantastic T-shirts (see below) to commemorate the “Year of the Horse” and they were given to our volunteers.  
Future Activities: We need to continue to work to increase our member/stakeholder engagement and Rachel Fusco 
has offered to assist Kelly McGhee with website updates to improve user experience. She is also creating short videos 
to post on social media. We still need to determine how we want to upgrade our awards program to help increase 
member participation and we want to tie that back to an updated mission statement. Future events and activities will 
be planned with survey responses taken into consideration. 
 

7. On The Bit         Ginka Kubelka 
We had a fun Kentucky Derby Party on May 2nd at the Wolfe Ranch Arena! We decorated top hats and looked all 
fancy in dresses and top hats! Unfortunately, we didn’t sell a lot of tickets because of multiple other events going on 
that weekend, and we didn’t really have much of a choice with the date for this! We need to consider whether this is 



5 

 

worth doing in the future. It is fun, but it is also a lot of work and we have not been able to raise funds for our club 
through this event.  
Now we are getting ready for our two RMDS recognized shows on June 20th and 21st at the Wolfe Ranch Arena in 
Laramie. Our judges will be Dave Schmutz (S, CA) and Joanne White (S, Canada). It will be a fun and low-key show 
weekend with a bit checking Happy Hour on Friday. Entries open May 25th on HorseSpot.net. 
On July 18 and 19, we will bring Joann Williams back for a clinic at the Wolfe Ranch Arena. Mark your calendars and 
join us there to ride or just watch and learn at this beautiful facility! 
We will continue to hold monthly meetings at Altitude Chophouse in Laramie at 7pm the first Thursday of the month. 
Join us in person, if you can, or ask for the zoom link! 
 

8. Pikes Peak         Grace Davis  

Pikes Peak Dressage Society has had a wonderfully busy last two months. We hit the show season off with 

our Ride-a-Test with Kathy Simard at Latigo Trails Equestrian Center. It was a wonderful day, with fantastic 

rides and even better camaraderie —even with the “PPDS show” snowstorm! We also had a lovely tour of 

the Flying Horse Foundation in Larkspur, put together by Amy Michelsen.  

We are excited to announce our Michael Bragdell Clinic on June 16th and 17th. The first day will feature 4-6 

slots for in-hand sport horses ($150 each), perfect for young horses planning to attend the Coors Classic!  

The remainder of the clinic features 14 riding slots ($250 each), available to RMDS members, with priority 

given to Pikes Peak Dressage Society members. This clinic will be a wonderful opportunity for both young 

horses and FEI combinations alike! The link for registration is attached below.  

We are so proud of all of our members who attended Dressage for the Cure, and cannot wait to see what they 

continue to do as the show season evolves.  

As usual, if you have any concerns or suggestions, please feel free to reach out. We are filled with optimism 

as we watch our membership shine.  

 
Permanent Committee Reports Continued: 

Adult Amateur & Education        Katie Knight 
The George Williams and Janet Foy Symposium was a great time! Fourteen very talented riders came out and 
strutted their stuff, ranging from Training level to Grand Prix. Two riders at each level rode at the same time, 
while Janet gave perspective from a judge’s point of view and George coached on how to improve the 
movements. The two pushed the riders even harder on day two and had them doing various tests. A large group 
of auditors enjoyed watching the beautiful horses and ponies go through their paces. 
In addition to the clinic, Sally O’Dwyer gave a presentation on “Perfect Prep for Riders” and how to set specific 
training goals. She signed several copies of her Dressage Mastery Workbook. Throughout the day on Saturday, 
soft tissue specialist Kenny Zwick held sessions with several auditors and riders. His work was well appreciated 
and certainly a good idea for riders  who are working to keep flexible and supple. On Sunday, Right Path 
Equestrian displayed beautiful equestrian clothing, ranging from helmets to boots. Riders and auditors were able 
to peruse new catalogs of horsey finery while imbibing champagne and snacking on fruit. 
Our own Una Schade provided photography services. She put together a lovely montage of the various riders. 
Click here to watch the video:  https://fb.watch/H54EdkApQd/?fs=e.  
The Symposium marked RMDS’ first time at Happy Dog Ranch’s new venue in Sedalia. The venue was very 
welcoming, with spacious stalls and a nice arena. Some of the participants stayed on-site at the Ranch, allowing 
for mingling and a lovely pasta dinner on Saturday. The Ranch boasts an expansive house with several rooms to 
rent. The owners were gracious and pleased with the event as well as the courtesy of the riders. The barn had a 
small kitchen and a classroom that allowed RMDS to provide the additional events. 
And what’s not to say about George and Janet? Their expertise and ability to draw brilliance out of the riders was 
amazing. Kind but firm, they kept the action moving while breaking down their instructions in understandable 
fashion.  
On behalf of the Education and AA committees, thank you to all the participants, auditors and volunteers. Thank 
you to the Dressage Foundation for its generous grant, without which the Symposium would not have been 
possible. Thanks to Darby for fielding payments and inquiries, Kristen for social media help, and Heather for 

https://fb.watch/H54EdkApQd/?fs=e
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advice, encouragement and technical support. This Symposium was Judi DeVore’s concept and she put significant 
time and energy into the event. The final numbers for the budget are being gathered and will be submitted soon. 

 
Awards           Shannon Lemons 
Not much going on with awards at this time. 
I have it in my inbox to proof the awards for the yearbook, have not gotten it done yet but should be able to this 
weekend if still needed. 
Will be ordering replacements for a few plates that were lost in the mail.  Happens every year, not a significant 
change from usual.  Once I get them ordered and sent out, awards will be done until Championships for collecting 
them. 

 
Communications          

Database/Website – Rolling along. 
 
E-Centaur – We are trying to figure out the MailChimp account to start getting information out. 
 
Facebook – Kristen has been making some posts. The girls did a lot of content at Dressage For the Cure. It was 
amazing to get the Significant Other Leadline class. 
 
Magazine – Sloane is putting together the Year Book and hopes to have it out in soon – sending it to Shannon to 

proof  
 

Education          Marie Zumwalt 
See earlier report. 
 

Junior/Young Riders        Grace Davis 
Our April and May meetings were beyond successful. In April, we had a meeting about Show-Prep tips and 
tricks, and had the largest group join us to date! For our May meeting, we held a pizza party at Dressage for 
the Cure, and had a wonderful turnout. It was so great to see so many faces in person. With a large volume of 
requests for this, I am hoping to plan another pizza party for the juniors at the Estes Park show in August!  
We are in the process of creating our George Williams clinic this summer. I will also hold a June meeting 
about “getting to championships”, as there have been many juniors requesting information about this for 
their first year showing. If there are any body workers, veterinarians, judges, etc. who would be interested in 
joining a Google call for juniors, please feel free to reach out, as we have many eager ears who would love to 
have you!  
As always, with any other suggestions or ideas for creating programming for the juniors, please reach out.   

 
Marketing         Mary Morrisey 

No report 
  

Professionals          Sue Martin / Holly Bergay 
Proposed dates for a Professional get together with Demo horses and training topics. We can do it at Winddance, 
the arena fee would be 300.00. Dates could be July 24th or August 22nd. I will provide demo horses and riders and 
lead discussion. Training topics will be flying changes and pirouette work. Other topics will be business based, client 
relations, burn out and financing your own horses. 
 
Scholarship         Karen Harkin 

This month’s updates are mixed, with one person completing their training plan and only awaiting for proof 
of volunteerism to others who have not gotten quite as much completed as they hoped they would.  

 Leg-Up Scholarship (Training and First Level): Katie Knight: Fireheart (Elara) and Katie competed at the 
recent Dressage for the Cure show. Despite arriving and riding the day before in rain and snow, the weather ended 
up being great for the show. While there, they worked with Jennifer Glass. Although both were pleased that Elara’s 
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balance and straightness have improved, she does anticipate some of the transitions and retains some tension. 
Elara’s work ethic and willingness is wonderful, and they are looking forward to continuing our work with Jen. Katie 
was thrilled to receive the Thoroughbred Incentive Program (TIP) high point award for training level! Both were very 
happy to be back in the sandbox together. 

Junior/Young Rider Scholarship (JR/YR): Madeline Suto: Madeline recently did a virtual show for AVDA we 
are still waiting on her results. She has an upcoming riding lesson with Grace Davis, weather dependent. She and her 
horse Hank are doing amazing. She may end up showing at celebration dressage at the end of this month. As an 
added bonus, Maddie, opened her first checking account using her RMDS scholarship money. What a lovely benefit 
for our younger riders. 
Opening Doors Scholarship (Professional): Ginka Kubelka: There is not a lot to report yet as the snowstorms have 
prevented her from doing as much riding as she wanted. Her first shows are in June, so there is still plenty of time to 
get ready. As a university professor, it is finals time, so her riding is curtailed for just a bit longer.  

Ginka and Anita are still working on getting her mare's canter more collected, and she’s been dealing with 
some mare moments as well. More ride time and an increase in lesson frequency will help! 

Beverly Swanson Memorial Adult Amateur Scholarship, Allison Hartman: Allison has completed her training 
plan and written her final article. She is waiting for her volunteer update on the RMDS dashboard to complete her 
RMDS scholarship requirements. 
Maddie & Hank practicing for the AVDS online show  
Barbara H. McElnea Scholarship (Western Colorado) Jolene Perry: Last month Jolene invited longtime clinician and 
classical dressage trainer Kathy Dusser, to her farm. Kathy’s knowledge of Spanish horses, of relaxation and warm-up 
techniques, as well as the decades and decades of experience she has as a clinician. She was extremely helpful to 
Jolene giving her some new things to try with her spicy Andalusian, Timmy. Jolene also enjoyed watching Kathy’s 
approach to very common problems with amateur riders, so she gained a few new tools to help her own students. 
Jolene will ask her to return in the fall.  

Timmy went down center line for the very first time in April in a walk-trot Intro test as their canter work at 
home has been very up-and-down. The focus was mainly on doing her best to 
create a very relaxing experience. Super proud of him. Despite the thunder showers that day, he scored 73% on both 
introductory tests and they were the high score Intro pair. They will continue to cautiously move forward to maintain 
Timmy’s confidence and his relaxation. She was thrilled with his demeanor at his first show.  

Jolene is trying to schedule a few days in Phoenix to work with Miguel Undabarrena. 
PV Percy Sledge Memorial Scholarship, Emily Novak: The last few months have not been as training-intensive as 
Emily hoped. At the end of February, her horse Bandolero started displaying back soreness. They took two weeks off 
for his back to feel better and for her to figure out an alternative saddle to ride in. She also had him scoped for ulcers 
in March and he had glandular ulcers. Such began the slow time to heal the ulcers.  

She also moved Bandolero an hour north from me to Woods Landing in Johnstown to work with Kristen 
Aggers. Kristen and Emily are just starting to get into the groove of things, and Emily thinks Kristen is going to be 
really helpful for both of them. Bandolero’s ulcers are now healed and are back into hard work again. She is 
volunteering at Nighthawk and plans more volunteer hours at shows in the summer. Emily also has high hopes that 
the summer will bring better things for them. 

 
Shows – Championships       Maura/Heather Petersen 

The prizelist is live.  Now we need sponsorship. The process has changed a bit to get to the US Dressage Finals. 

 
Volunteer         Sabra Nagel/Stephanie Fryncko  
They are working on setting up things for this year and finding new groups to work with. 

 
Appointed Committee Reports: 

1. Nominating Committee – Chapter Presidents      Ginka Kubelka 
No report 
 
2. BOG - November 16, 2026        Heather Petersen 

 No report 
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3. Banquet –          Natalie Mendik 

See VP Report 
 

Region 5 Report          Heather Petersen 
No report. 
 

Old Business: 

  
 
New Business: 

  
 
 

Next Meeting is June 11th. This is not a report month. 
 
8:15 pm Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted, Heather Petersen 


