RMDS Florida Development Grant

The RMDS Florida Development Grant has been established to provide funding for in-depth training to horse
and rider pairs who show potential to develop and succeed towards the FEI levels, would like to reside and
develop growth in Colorado, and who may not otherwise have the opportunity to travel, train and pursue
education in Florida for a season.

Amount of Grant: $6,000 per month ($3000 for board/$3000 for training) for a minimum of 2 months
and up to 4 months.

Grants for training are suggested to be used with Katie Duerrhammer, Quinn lverson, Marie Dibiccari,
George Williams, Christine Traurig or Olivia LaGoy-Weltz. Other trainers can be used if approved as
part of the application. If you need help with making connections to a trainer that you would like to work with
and/or a facility for boarding, please reach out to Heather for contact information to various individuals.

Application Deadline: September 22

This grant has been established by a local member of our community. Their desire is to support the growth and
development of dressage in Colorado, increasing the depth and knowledge of our trainers and adult amateurs by
allowing them the opportunity to understand and experience critical educational pieces of our sport.

Up to four grant awards will be given each year: Two grant awards for professionals and two grant awards for
adult amateurs who have active AA cards with US Equestrian. It is preferred an open rider apply with an adult
amateur so that the grants are awarded in pairs, but individual applications will also be considered.

Applicant Requirements:
Applicants must:

Be a U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident.

Be a member of RMDS in the application year and grant recipient year.

Have declared the United States as the rider’s Sport Nationality with US Equestrian and/or the FEI.

The horse and rider must be interesting in both training and competing. Adult Amateurs should be

competing at 1% level or higher with aspirations for the FEI levels, but ideally, the professional would be

training/competing at Third level or higher with the horse they are applying.

« Have a detailed and attainable training plan. (A strong dressage training plan for a grant application
outlines a clear timeline, specific educational or competitive milestones, named trainers or clinicians,
and measurable goals aligned with the training scale.)

o Have a plan of how to expand dressage knowledge and skill in their region by sharing what is learned
from this training.

o Write a monthly update from Wellington that RMDS could share with the membership on their
experience.

o Be ademonstrated team player through volunteer work, contributions to or assisting with organizing or

hosting educational events to help their dressage community, etc.

Items Needed to Complete the Application:

e Summary of your dressage experience

« Proposed training plan

o Letter from the trainer(s) you will work with, verifying that you are or would be accepted for training
and the training fees if you receive the grant.


https://www.dressagefoundation.org/grants-and-programs/apply/dressage_instructors/george-williams-fund.html
https://www.dressagefoundation.org/grants-and-programs/apply/dressage_instructors/george-williams-fund.html

Volunteer history

Proof of ownership or a letter from the owner(s) giving you permission to train with the horse outlined
in your plan if you don’t own the horse.

YouTube link to a video that shows you riding with the horse you will be training/competing. Can be
schooling or from a competition.

Two letters of recommendation from your peers. For both professionals and amateurs, one
recommendation must include someone you train and work with on a regular basis.

Additional Grant Information:

Trahining funded by this grant can only be applied to Wellington, Florida from December 1% until April
15,

Funding can be used for training and board only. Funding cannot be used for vet and/or farrier expenses,
competition expenses, living expenses, or the purchase of a horse or equipment.

The recipients of this grant must use the funds within the year of the date of the award.

Recipients are chosen by a selection committee comprised of dressage professionals who have had
strong Colorado depth and success. The applications and discussions of the selection committee

are confidential, and their decisions are final.

The selection committee reserves the right not to award a grant in any given year if they determine that
no candidate has met the criteria.

If the grant recipient is unable to go to Wellington in the year for which they applied, the Rocky
Mountain Dressage Society must be notified as soon as possible and any grant funds already received
must be returned.

An individual can only receive one grant from this program at this point in time unless the program is
revised in the future.

The donor and the Rocky Mountain Dressage Society feels strongly that this grant should be based on
merit and need. If your financial situation permits you to pursue these goals without the help of this
grant, we urge you to allow other riders who are not in that position to apply.

If you have previously ridden and trained in Wellington, Florida for a period of time of 2 months or
greater, you are not eligible to apply at this time.

Reporting Information:

For all recipients, 75% of grant funds will be paid prior to the recipient’s departure for training; 25%
will be paid after the applicant has completed training and has submitted a timely monthly training
report and an overall financial report to the Rocky Mountain Dressage Society.

The recipients of the grants are required to provide training and financial reports of their experience to
the Rocky Mountain Dressage Society. The reports must be written. The monthly updates are due within
10 days of the end of each month and the overall report is due within two months following the
completion of the training.

Throughout their training, recipients are encouraged to share training/event updates with The Rocky
Mountain Dressage Society via email or tag RMDS on social media.

Completed Applications should be submitted by the deadline to the current RMDS secretary — Heather —
slush@drgw.net.
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