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Spanish Horse Makes Splash In USA
Soto Joins Prominent Breeders to Promote the PRE.
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When a group of esteemed and highly-digni-
fied Spaniards arrived at the Houston Live-
stock Show & Rodeo last March on a mission
to promote the Pura Raza Espanola (PRE)
horse breed, they represented the culmination
of events set in motion in Spain more two
decades ago.

Banished to an insignificant role in interna-
tional horse competition, the PRE (or Andalu-
sian, as it is widely known) went through an
astounding revitalization due to the concerted
efforts of a passionate
group of Spanish breed-
ers, trainers, horsemen
and entrepreneurs intent
on elevating the horse to
its historic importance as
a European breed.

Many of those same
people were in Houston
for The Purebred Span-
ish Horse Seminar and
Workshop, a three day
event extolling the virtues
of the PRE and helping
put interested North
American horsemen in
touch with Spanish horse
breeders and exporters.

These men and women had a compelling
story to tell, especially for those new to the
breed.
TThhee PPRREE''ss TTiimmee HHaass CCoommee –– AAggaaiinn..

Appropriately, the PRE's return to preemi-
nence among European horse breeds began in
Spain, at the 2002 World Equestrian Games in
Jerez de la Frontera. History was made when
the Spanish team, featuring three PRE horses,
captured the team bronze medal.

If there was any question that the high plac-
ing in an international event was a chance oc-
currence, all doubts were erased two years later
at the Athens Olympic Games. There, Spanish
team rider Rafael Soto and the grey stallion In-
vasor lead the Spaniards to the country's first-
ever Olympic medal in dressage, a silver in the
team competition. (It was the first equestrian
medal for Spain since the country claimed gold
in jumping at the 1928 Games). Soto's near-
flawless performance and the overall excellence

of the Spanish team upset the balance of power
in international dressage competition and ele-
vated Spain and its indigenous horse, the PRE,
to front-runner status. No more would the
high-stepping Spanish horse be considered an
oddity on the international dressage stage.

Naturally, the Spaniards involved in the ren-
aissance, so to speak, of the classic Renaissance
horse, were in Houston to capitalize on this
success. Specifically, it was and is their hope to
increase American interest in importing PRE

horses directly from
Spain. 

"North America is
absolutely the most
important market for
us," remarked Santi-
ago Herrero Leòn,
president of the Con-
federación de Empre-
sarios de Andalucía,
which promotes An-
dalusian products
and services, "These
are not only the finest
horses in the world,
they are authentic am-
bassadors of Spain."

Moreover, the
Spaniards see the horse as a means of promot-
ing Andalusia, a region of southern Spain that
is rich in both history and in agricultural prod-
ucts, principally olive oil, winter crops, and its
world-famous sherry. 

"The horse is...our star product because it is
the best in the world. It is the symbol of An-
dalusia," noted Manuel Sanchez Jurado, Gen-
eral Director of Agrarian Production for the
Andalusian government.

During the three-day seminar held at the
world's biggest livestock show, the Spaniards
captivated the hundreds of interested horse en-
thusiasts fortunate to have attended. Rafael
Soto, or course, was a huge draw. The rider
has been a key component of the Andalusian's
success story: not only was he a triumphant
rider in the Olympics, he also competed in the
European Championship in Jerez de la Fron-
tera, and in the Sydney and Atlanta Olympic
Games. Soto reflected on the painstaking effort

and dedication that resulted in his country's
rise to international prominence – with the help
of its indigenous horse.

"Prior to 1993, the PRE had competed only
at a modest level [in international dressage],"
said Soto. "It began with the creation of the
Royal Andalusian School of Equestrian Art,
whose goals were to select the breeding ani-
mals and to develop horses and riders for ad-
vanced dressage."

That school was a labor of love and devotion
for Don Álvaro Domecq, the man who cat-

PRE Horses are well known for their excep-
tional collection and action, as in this piaffe.
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alyzed the return of the PRE to international
acclaim. Domecq, who was on-hand for the
seminar, is credited with creating, financing
and organizing an equestrian spectacle called
"Como Bailan Los Caballos Andaluces,"
(How Well the Andalusian Horses Dance).
This was the seed from which the royal school
developed; after nearly 15 years of producing
the show and creating the infrastructure to
breed, house and train the horses, Domecq's ef-
forts were rewarded with the official recogni-
tion of the King of Spain, Juan Carlos, and the
designation of the Royal Andalusian School of
Equestrian Art. 

In 1980, the school found a permanent home
in a 19th century palace estate known as the
"Recreo de las Cadenas," that included a 1,600
seat indoor arena and stables for 60 horses.
The school is today a major tourism center of
Jerez, drawing thousands of weekly visitors to
see its still magnificent shows and to view its
horses.

Both Domecq's show and the school created
a hot-house of interest in the PRE across An-
dalusia, incubating an entire community of
horse breeders, trainers, and riders without
whom the successes could not have happened.
Among the products of the Royal Andalusian
School was a stallion named Evento and the
rider Ignacio Ramblas who provided a hint of
what was to come when they paired to win
sixth place in the individual dressage final at
the Atlanta Olympics of 1996. This was a stun-
ning outcome, considering the fact that the
Spaniards had only begun competing interna-
tionally a year prior to the Games.

At the time, Soto recalls the astonishment of
the dressage community that the high-stepping
Spanish horse did so well against the smooth-
flowing warmblood horses. 

"This I did not understand," said Soto, re-
flecting back on the moment when the Euro-
pean horse community first stood up and took
notice. "After all, they have four legs and a tail,
just like all the others."

In the ensuing years, the Spanish team that
grew out of the Royal Andalusian School
would go on to compete admirably in the Euro-
pean Championships, the World Champi-
onships, and of course, the Olympic Games in
Atlanta, Sydney and Athens. Soto expressed
his feeling that the successes of the past decade
are but the beginning of an era.

"We will continue with the new jinetes (rid-
ers) and we will go to the Olympics in Beijing,
China. And the PRE horse, with its versatility,
and with good riders, will remain on top. We
have learned a lot in 10 years and will continue
to learn. The history, the recent past, and the
future all are very important to us."

AA RRooyyaall HHoorrssee ffoorr tthhee CCoommmmoonn HHoorrsseemmaann..
Having restored the PRE to its status as one

of the world's most revered horse breeds, the
goal of those directly involved with its revital-

ization is now to find new markets for the horse
in the New World. Sr. Álvaro Domecq, Rafael
Soto, breeders from the Andalusian country-
side, and representatives of both Andalusia and
of Spain, joined together to present "The Pure-
bred Spanish Horse Seminar and Workshop"
at the Houston Livestock Show. 

The presentation, which included speakers,
videos, discussions, and a conference room that
allowed Spanish breeders to mingle with their
Houston guests, represented a means of reach-
ing new riders with this message: the horse
may be the creation of and servant of Spanish
kings, but it is a horse suited to the common
man.

Soto explains. "The PRE is a very versatile
horse with an extraordinary personality and
movement. He is very easy to ride and doesn't
need to be trained as much as the warmblood
in order to reach his potential.

"For riders, the PRE is a horse that is very
pleasing. For the pleasure horse rider, the Pura
Raza Espanola should be considered," he said.

Indeed, the horse has qualities that many rid-
ers find desirable, says Simone Windeler,
Chapter President of the Colorado Springs
Dressage Association.

"There are a lot of riders in the U.S. who
ride and compete in dressage for pleasure," she
noted. "They may want to do some of the ad-
vanced elements such as the passage (a move-
ment in the trot with an extended moment of
suspension) and piaffe (an almost stationary
trot) to which the Andalusian is well suited.
"While a rider may work for years to train a

warmblood to these movements, perhaps with-
out success, the Andalusian can be made to
perform them with relative ease," concluded
the instructor.

Presently, the presence of PRE horses in the
United States is limited; according to the Inter-
national Andalusian and Lusitano Horse Asso-
ciation, there are about 7,700 purebred Spanish
horses in North America, including Canada.
But according to Martina McDonald, execu-
tive director of the IALHA, interest in the
breed has heightened considerably due to its
successes on the international competitive
scene.

"North American riders are finding that the
horse is not only very competent in dressage,
but also a great all-around family horse. We
have standard classes in both English and west-
ern disciplines, from western pleasure to rein-
ing, driving to show jumping," she said.
IALHA registers both U.S.-born and foreign
bred horses, including those imported from
Spain. 

Those wishing to gain a deeper appreciation
of the PRE really owe themselves a trip to
Jerez de La Frontera, the cradle of the Andalu-
sian horse and home to the Royal Andalusian
School of Equestrian Art. There, one can see
the horses first-hand, performing the amazing
feats of athleticism and beauty that characterize
the classic yet still contemporary Pura Raza Es-
panola. (Bilingual information on the PRE can
be found on the web at www.ancce.com, the
web site of the Associacion Nacional de Cri-
adores de Caballos de Pura Raza Espanola; for
infomation about the Royal Andalusian School
of Equestrian Art, visit www.realescuela.org).

Once there, you may request to meet and
visit with local breeders and see the beautiful
farms dedicated to the continuation and im-
provement of the breed. The school also offers
practical courses in equitation and a clinic that
can assist buyers in pre-purchase and sales in-
spections.

Clearly, the PRE horse is mounting an im-
portant comeback, not only on the interna-
tional show circuit, but as one of the premier
riding horses of the world. It's rare gifts of
beauty in movement and in form, attributes
that were carefully bred into the animals more
than five centuries ago, continue to hold a fasci-
nation and admiration among horsemen the
world over. By reaching out to North Ameri-
cans through seminars such as the one in
Houston, the Spanish are once again proving
that the Pura Raza Espanola endures as
Spain's most important contribution to the
equine world. 

Article by Gavin Ehringer

Olympic medalist Rafael Soto discussed the
rise of the PRE in internatioonal dressage.
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Well, we're past the halfway point and
into the home stretch to this year's compe-
tition and awards season. It's been pretty
busy at RMDS this year. We're almost
rapped up with all of our USDF educa-
tional events - the Instructors program
ended in April and the “L” program testing
will be finished August 6th.  

We've hosted a Judges' Continuing
Education program, a Technical Delegate
Education program and a Competition
Management Education program.

Next year, we're looking at adding an
Instructors Continuing Education pro-
gram in addition the  judges', TDs and
competition management programs.
We'll also be hosting another complete
USDF “L” program over the course of
2007 and 2008.  

If you have other programs you'd like to
see, please don't hesitate to let myself or
Cat Siemiet, our Education chair, know. 

On another and much more desperate
note, we're starting to really put together
our RMDS Championships crew and
we're short a very key position - the Volun-
teer Coordinator.  I'm currently filling in,

Before I took the job of editor for The
Centaur, it was my privilege to attend the
Houston Livestock Show and a special
clinic about the Pura Raza Espanola
(PRE) horse, better known among Ameri-
cans as the Andalusian.

It was my good fortune
to meet Rafael Soto, the
preeminent Spanish rider
who led his country’s team
to an Olympic Silver. 

It is my great pleasure
to present an article that I
wrote about the experi-
ence of attending the
Houston PRE seminar.
Doubtless, I wasn’t able
to convey the  pleasure
that I felt while watching
these horses and meeting
the men and women of
Andalucia who have
staked their lives and in-
vested their hearts in
breeding them. But I
hope that I was able to
give at least a taste of the
wonderful flavor.

It’s often said that we

The Latest Scoop from the (New) Editor’s Stall.

From the Desk of RMDS President Heather Petersen...
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but it's a large job that needs someone
who can dedicate a few hours a week to do
properly. This position does pay well
($200 per show day, plus expenses - $800).
If you're at all interested or know someone
who could do the job well, please let me
know as soon as possible. Veronica and I
will help get people and fill some spots,
but we just can't do it on our own and we
need help. If you can volunteer, please also
let me know - I can pass it on to the coor-
dinator.

I hope everyone is having a great year!
Please remember you can always drop me
a line with any feedback - it's all very wel-
come and influential to how we run our or-
ganization.

See you at the shows,

Heather

Mare Inspection
Saturday, August 12, 2006  

9:00 a.m.

Flying Star Stables

1044 WCR 15

Brighton, CO   80601

Host: Terri Sikora

Day: 303-304-4217

Terris@hughes.net

Interested in learning about the Trakehner or the ATA?  
Open to the public.  Come and join us!  

www.americantrakehner.com

live in a small world, where chance en-
counters can lead to adventures and
friendships half a world away. Horses, it
seems, are a particularly fine way to span
cultures and miles. As a horseman, I feel

that learning about the Andalusian gave
me a window to Spanish life, Spanish his-
tory and Spanish culture. What a precious
gift!

Gavin Ehringer, editor
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Dear Julie,
My mare makes a sound like a donkey

when she returns to her corral after being
turned out, or when greeting a new pas-
ture mate. What could be causing my
mare to bray instead of whinny?

SSoouunnddss PPaaiinnffuull,, vviiaa ee--mmaaiill

Dear Sounds Painful,
Horses are limited to just a few audi-

ble expressions that they use to communi-
cate: the whinny, nicker, snort, and squeal.
I am guessing that you are describing a
weird sounding squeal. Let’s look at each
of the possible horse sounds to see which
matches most closely to that of your “bray-
ing mare.”

Each audible expression has a specific
meaning. The squeal is a high-pitched out-

cry used as a defensive warning or threat—
warning that the annoyed horse will be-
come more reactive if further provoked.
This is what I’ll bet is happening with your
mare. She may be warning her pasture
mates and corral buddies to stay away and
not to bother her.

Squeals are also typical during aggres-
sive interactions between horses, during
sexual encounters when the mare protests
the stallion's advances, and when a pre- or
early-lactating mare objects to being
touched anywhere near her sore teats.

Nickers are the guttural, low-
pitched pulsating expressions and occur
most often just prior to being fed and an-
nounce the horse's presence and anticipa-
tion. Stallions will also nicker at mares
during a sexual encounter and it seems to

signal the
stallion's sex-
ual interest.
A mare can
make a third
nickering
sound when
her young
foal is in dan-
ger or seems
sickly. Basi-
cally all three
types of nick-
ers mean,
"come closer
to me."

Whinnies
or neighs are

high-pitched calls that begin like a squeal
and end like a nicker. The sounds are the
longest and loudest horse sound. The
whinny seems to be a form of individual
recognition and most often occurs when a
foal and mare or peer companions are sep-
arate--or when a horse is inquisitive after
seeing a horse in the distance. The whinny
seems to be a searching call that facilitates
social contact from a distance.

Snorts and blows are both produced
by forceful expulsion of air through the
nostrils. The snort has a rattling sound but
the blow does not. The snort and blow
communicate alarm and serves to alert
other horses. Your horse may snort when
he’s restless and constrained. If he does,
take his snort as a serious sign that he’s
feeling trapped and alarmed and may be-
come reactive.

Horses also groan and snore, but these
sounds usually signify a reaction to feel-
ing—instead of a means of communica-
tion. The groan occurs mostly when the
horse is lying down on his side (lateral re-
cumbency) and is often made by a tired
horse as he lies down. The groan may also
be an expression of prolonged discomfort
like when a horse is collicking or a mare is
in labor. The snore is usually labored
breathing in a recumbent horse and
sounds a lot like the human snore.

Until next time,

Julie Goodnight
www.juliegoodnight.comCaption: Horses can make four sounds to communicate where they are

and to signal threats and warnings. Here, a foal whinnies to identify him-
self to other young herd mates. Photo by Heidi Nyland.
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Today’s many styles of training and
many different styles of riding influence
one another, shaping many different areas
of horsemanship. Crossover, however, can
create confusion and misinterpretation of
definitions in the riding glossary that make
the understanding of the basics of the
Classic Art of Riding very hard.

The necessity of horses in the days be-
fore motorized transportation enabled rid-
ers to handle and ride their horses in a
natural fashion tailored to the needs of the
horse. Often, for the rider to maintain a
certain lifestyle and to survive depended
on the training of the horse and its health.
For most people the horse was looked at
as a valued, if not the most valued, prop-
erty he owned. Hence, the health and
longevity of the horse were the main build-
ing blocks for the Classic Art of Riding.

When we look at the development of
the history of this equestrian art form, we
can see that the Classic Art of Riding was
never static. Changing requirements
caused the war horse to evolve as it was
put to use in everyday tasks, and eventu-
ally, the horse evolved to perform the re-
fined arts of the haut ecole. But, the basic
military necessity of its actions remained.
In a sense, the entire evolution is really a
mosaic, combining all of the influences
over time.

The Classic Art of Riding developed
over the course of centuries. During this
development it was not always only the
Art of Riding that stood in the fore-
ground, but rather the daily use of the
horse for necessary tasks. Ideas gained
from experience were collected, dissemi-
nated and also changed. People engaged
deep thought towards some of the difficul-
ties which arose during the training and
riding of a horse. At the same time the
anatomy of the horse was studied more in-
tensely. Piece after piece was added to col-
orful mosaic of knowledge.

SSppeecciiaall SSeerriieess:: TThhee CCllaassssiicc AArrtt ooff RRiiddiinngg bbyy RRaallff SScchhmmiittzzeerr

Part 2: On Training and the Physiology of Horse & Rider
What resulted was a training method

that is fundamentally physiological and
perfectly tailored towards the horse. I
would like to go into more detail about
some of the basics:

Each horse needs to be respected in its
individual characteristic as nature has in-
tended. The training/riding of a horse
needs to be well thought through with vio-
lence-free exercises to  support and pre-
serve its health. This  protects the horse
against physical and psychological trauma.

The shaping and expression of a horse
needs to follow the consideration of its
physiology. One should conform to the
horse, which means to agree with the
horse’s current level of training, its charac-
ter and its potential.

One of the prerequisites of sound eq-
uitation is a rider exercising physical con-
trol over his own body. Control is a
function of physical agility, sensitivity and
lots of patience. All these elements help to
remain respectful towards the horse. One’s
own physical awareness and mental alert-
ness is the rider’s initial interplay with the
horse. First come the rider’s thoughts,
which then determine the physical action.
Maintaining this interplay will ensure the
development of the finest harmony be-
tween rider and horse, reflected in its natu-
ral beauty and the ability to carry out the
most refined movements.

These basic building blocks - horse
physiologly and ability; rider mental
awareness and physiology; and the inter-
play between the two - perfectly define the
expression Classic Art of Riding in con-
nection with its long history. One can also
recognize that these basics are valid for all
riding disciplines, today and in the future.
We as riders and horse people need to be-
come aware and remain aware that we
have all the responsibilities when we train
and keep horses.

TThhee PPhhyyssiioollooggyy ooff tthhee RRiiddeerr
Only via a perfectly balanced and cor-

rectly distributed body is it possible to in-
fluence the horse’s lateral and horizontal
center of gravity in a physiological manner
and to ensure the horse’s own balance.
The rider’s physical coordination and
agility are required to synchronize all
movements. Only then is it possible to feel
the entire horse in a sensitive manner.

It appears that art in general is dimin-
ished in our fast paced world, and a “static”
(non-moving or evolving) system seems to
prevail. Expectations of high performance
many times are the baseline, either de-
manded or rooted in prestige. This repre-
sents one of the big dangers that can lead
to loosing connection with the real ability
and potential of performance of the horse
and rider. A sign of this situation can be
observed in rigid and drilled body mechan-
ics of the rider on the horse. The end re-
sult is that the horse does not have the
chance to show its beauty and elegance in
its movements.

Part of this predicament is often found
when horses are measured against a preex-
isting ideal. Influences on us such as stress,
pressure and our fast-paced surroundings
seem to add to the problem.  Often refine-
ment and voluntary performance have to
give way to pressured performance and
perfectionism. Today we focus on lectures,
and we also talk about riding lectures,
where the horse cannot sustain its natural
qualities, and its aesthetics vanish along
with his natural behavior.

Truly, aesthetic and natural behavior
of the horse should be the main focus of
each rider. We should never forget that we
are dealing with the wonderful creation -
the horse. An artistic approach molds and
shapes a horse, which can display itself
unique and beautiful. As art is performed,
we become a piece of art.
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Rocky Mountain Saddlery
by Petra

announces

RRaallff SScchhmmiittzzeerr
CClliinniicc

Riding according to the 
Classic School of Thought

at Whispering Winds Farm
28Sept - 1 Oct 06
5Oct - 8 Oct 06

Cost per Clinic $400 including  
Theory Presentation

Visit www.rockymountainssaddlery-
bypetra.com to read about

the Classic School of Thought 
and to sign up.

Within art, riding has a very special
place. We work with a living creature;
each horse is unique. This is what makes
working with horses so fascinating and at
the same time often not easy. This is the
intriguing challenge in this art. It is de-
fined by a constant learning process, and
the learning never ends.

But this art also has to follow certain
rules and laws, which apply to the
anatomy and biomechanics.  If we take a
look at some famous Riding Masters,
these elements are usually emphasized. By
following these laws it was possible to uti-
lize the natural behavior in a very light
manner. A French term “Legerete” (The
Teaching of Lightness) has even been
found to describe this behavior. Constant
handling of the horse, along with a seam-
less observation, has lead to this enormous
knowledge.

RMDS Adult Amateur Freestyle Clinic
September 16-17
Cactus Creek Ranch – Pueblo (formerly 5 Star – just south of Colorado Springs)
Clinician: Simone Windeler.
Lunch and snacks are included in a fee of $150.00 Auditors welcome at $30/day
$50 for both days.

We need reservations.  Please send form and fees to:
Brenda Haley – 138 Tunnel Drive – Canon City, CO  81212
719-369-2421 - shininghorse@copper.net

Name: 
E-Mail: 
Phone: 
Address: 
City, State, Zip: 

Participant or Auditor (if auditor – list days attending): 

Our Clinician: Simone Windeler put together an exciting Christmas production at
Whispering Winds (Colorado Springs) last winter, which was immensely enjoyed
by participants and the audience!  Simone is also a USDF “L” Graduate. 

The Format: Beginning with private lessons to assess horse and rider, we will be
put into teams.  After a lot of practice and learning we will end the weekend with a
team competition. 

Other Information: Stalls are available for an additional cost.  For lodging and
camping availability, please check with Brenda Haley (contact info listed above).
We encourage you to please leave your dogs at home.
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Quality Care & 
Personalized Instruction

Equal a Winning Combination
Full size indoor & outdoor arenas with excellent footing
Conveniently located just minutes from Parker

Flexible training packages for you and 
your horse from our instructors:

For boarding information, contact:
Deb Wilke, Manager

303.829.3805 (cell) or 720.842.0643 (barn)

Freedom Farms
2142 Delbert Road, Franktown, CO 80116

John and Pat Propp, Owners
www.geocities.com/freedomfarms_co

Maureen McGrady
- FEI Level Trainer & Rider - Has trained

numerous USDF & RMDS champions
“Let me help you and your horse go to the
next level and beyond”

303.638.4176
www.maureenmcgrady.com

Jenny Brauer
- Swedish Certified Instructor
- Studied at the Swedish Riding Academy

& 1 year in Germany with former Italian
coach Eugen Schadler

303.548.9850
www.brauerdressage.com

Call for 2007 RMDS Board Members
from the Nominating Committee

Ever wondered what goes on at the Board of Directors meetings? If you’ve ever thought
about joining this leadership group to help make decisions that guide our organization, now’s
your chance! There are a number of openings this year for officers, including the vice presi-
dency and chairmanships for seven standing committees: Awards, Adult Amateur, Horse
Shows, Communications, Education, Junior/Young Rider, and Scholarships.

Officers and Standing Committee Chairs typically serve two-year terms. They each hold a
vote on the Board of Directors, and therefore are asked to attend bi-monthly evening meet-
ings in Denver. Each job is important for helping RMDS maintain its vitality and relevance to
the membership. Committee chairs are fully authorized to develop their committees, with
plenty of support (and appreciation!) from the rest of the Board. If you’d like to know more
about the responsibilities that come with any of these jobs, please contact president Heather
Petersen at (719) 683-8435 or slush@drgw.net. 

Any current RMDS member may be nominated for a position, and it’s completely OK to
nominate yourself, but we’ll need to hear from you no later than mid-October for the elec-
tions in November. Call the Nominating Committee Chair, Susie Gordon, at (970) 407-7357 or
contact her by e-mail (sgordon@fcgov.com).
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RMDS SPONSORED EVENTS
Be sure to attend so we may continue to bring

MORE outstanding clinics, shows and events!
Open to Everyone.

Sept 21 Breed Show and Breed Championship
Sept 22-24 RMDS Open and Championship Show
Nov 11 RMDS Board of Governors meeting

2007
Jan 27 Judges Continuing Education - Kristi Wysocki
Feb 3-4 USDF “L” Session A – Lois Yukins
Feb 10 Show Managers & TD Continuing Education
March 10-11 USDF “L” Session B – Janet Foy
March 24-25 24-25 RMDS Winter Wake Up Show
April 14-15 USDF “L” Session C – Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez
June 9-10 USDF “L” Session D – Lois Yukins
Sept 26 Breed Show and Breed Championship
Sept 27-30 RMDS Open and Championship Show
Sept 27-30 Region V Championships-Colorado 

USDF “L”
contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435 

Read the Centaur for details on these and other RMDS events.
Contact the RMDS Central Office for more information 

720-890-7825 or rmds@rmds.org
Catherine Siemiet, Education Chairman 719-942-5311 catsbarn@piopc.net

RMDS 
Bridle Tags

Get a pair for $30 

Great gifts!

Contact RMDS Central Office
for more details.
(720) 890-7825

SShhooww MMaannaaggeerrss

SShhooww SSeeccrr ee ttaarr ii eess
Wonderful booklet of infor-

mation for “how to…” 

$25 includes postage.
Contact RMDS Central Office 

for more details.

RRMMDDSS PPoossiittiioonn uupp ffoorr BBiidd

WEBMASTER
Responsible for maintaining the RMDS

website.
Send your bids to the RMDS Central

Office by Sept 12
rmds@indra.com  or 2942 Park Lake

Drive-Boulder, CO 80301
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While traveling to different parts of the
country to clinic, the most common misun-
derstanding that I encounter is the partici-
pants not understanding “throughness”
and the effect correct bending has on this
progression. 

“Throughness” is a popular dressage
buzzword. The German word for
“throughness ”Durchlaessiskeit” does not
translate well to English. But the closest
single word is permeability, which means
the state of being permeable or open to
passage. 

In high school biology (in the dark
ages), I remember looking at single cell an-
imals (amoebas) and learning how the cell
membrane functioned. You can see the
membrane flow, move and there is a con-
tinuous exchange of gases, which escape
from the cell to the environment and back
again. Applying this process to a dressage
horse, we should think about an exchange
of contact and flow of information from
the rider through the seat and reins, and
from the horse back to the rider. It’s a con-
tinuous and ultimately an invisible loop
through a supple top-line: soft muscles and
soft mouth. 

We all know that we are supposed to
ride our horses from the back (legs/seat) to
front (reins). But the balance between the
driving aides and the rein aides (position-
ing, suppling aides) can be very tricky. We
must be able to time our half halts (rebal-
ancing/attention getting) and suppling
aides without hanging on to the reins and
pulling. 

We must develop a “feel” but it can be
hard to describe. An example I use is,
what does it feel like to touch a particular
key on the piano to create a musical note?
This is a concept a clinician tries to de-
scribe of what the student should learn on
the horse. Often, you have to go up and lit-
erally feel the reins to see what the rider is
transmitting to the horse, by holding the
reins near the bit, and by having the rider
move the bit. I often find that the student
is too strong and stiff in the arms, hands
and wrists. Major Anders Lindgren often
described the using of the hands as if hold-

ing a small bird,
which you do
not let fly away,
but you also do
not crush. The
process of learn-
ing the “feel” of
having your
horse on the
aides (the bit),
and connected
through the
back can be
very elusive for
many riders. 

Once cor-
rectly felt, it be-
comes a lifelong
habit and never
forgotten. But
the road to this
correct contact,
and “feel” can be
a very frustrating experience. One of the
reasons I think I am able to teach this
fairly well is that I had to learn it the hard
way. I have no doubt that Lindy Weather-
ford, my first Dressage instructor, remem-
bers this all too well! I clearly remember
not getting my horse on the bit easily, and
the frustration I felt. 

I had the privilege to attend the USDF
trainers’ conference this year in Santa
Rosa, California, where Conrad Schu-
macher talked about the bending aides.
He quoted an unnamed source which I
think is very clear, “the weakest rider can
successfully ride the strongest horse if
he/she understands the correct application
of the bending aides. The weakest horse
can outsmart the strongest rider, if that
rider does not understand how to correctly
bend the horse.”

The concept of bending a horse cor-
rectly and getting it on the aides willingly
is simple; the application is tough and
takes lots of practice and patience. 

Horses give the appearance of bending
through positioning of the head and neck,
and by traveling with their shoulders and
hips on the line of travel. They can’t really

bend their spines to a large extent. 
The bending aides are: inside leg a bit

dominant, behind the girth, outside leg
back holding the haunches from swinging
out, inside rein a little shorter than outside
to prevent a backwards feeling, a steady
outside rein to keep the shoulder lined up,
balance the bit and receive the half halts
while remaining elastic. The weight aides
are also used in bending but are specific to
each lateral exercise. We all take the out-
side rein commandment too literally! It
should not be a brick wall. One of the big
challenges in schooling riders is the diffi-
culty in the describing the amounts and
timing of each one of the aides or ingredi-
ents to students. It is assumed that the
rider also has the correct position and fit-
ness to be balanced on the horse and inde-
pendent. But that is another whole topic. 

Ideally the horse should be responsive to
the driving aides, almost “hot” off the leg
but not tense; accepting the contact
equally on both reins initially, then more
on the outside rein. The horse should
move off the inside leg willingly, and you
should be able, in theory, to ask it to in-
crease the bend (nose to tail) or position

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DRESSAGE SOCIETY

Understanding “Throughness”
AAnn EElluussiivvee ‘‘BBaallaannccee’’ ooff tthhee AAiiddeess 
bbyy JJaanneett ““DDoollllyy”” HHaannnnoonn 

Hannon, applying aides to properly position and “bend” her horse in compe-
tition. Note the gentle contact with the bit .
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(head to neck) with little resistance. 
Through circles (increasingly smaller ones), changes

of direction, bending lines, lateral and longitudinal
work, increased bending is accomplished. Horses start
to be more supple and elastic and through. The lateral
exercises are turn on the forehand, turn on the haunches,
leg yield, shoulder-in, haunches in (travers), haunches
out (renvers), and half pass. The longitudinal exercises
lengthening and shorting within the gaits are “ the
stretchy chewy circle” or stretching down, the release of
one or both reins (Uberstreichen) to check self carriage,
and millions of transitions. 

Through a combination of lateral and longitudinal ex-
ercises and movements we start to feel those moments of
communication and “throughness” that feel like your
horse “reads your mind.” It always makes me smile and
reminds me of why dressage is so fascinating. You learn
patience, “feel” and express your love of your horse, and
our sport through correct, effective and kind riding. You
know you are being successful not only in the show ring
but especially when people tell you how “easy” it looks
and what a nice relationship you visibly have with your
horse. It’s a great feeling that we all can obtain time and
patience, patience, patience and correct practice, prac-
tice, practice. 

THE CENTAUR

Mile Stone at Mile High
Mile High Horse Ranch in Parker is celebrating its

30th Year and we are happy to announce a

Leslie Webb
CLINIC

August 27 & 28
For Information, call Vanda at 303-841-4323

Leslie has trained with the best: Erich Bubbel (3 time Olympic
Coach), Reiner Klimpke, Kyra Kyrklund, Anky van Grunsven, Klaus
Balkenhol and Juan Matute.

Every horse she has competed, Training through Intermediate I
has been in the top 12 nationally. She has her USDF Bronze, Silver
and Gold medals, has been named “Rider of the Year” by the
Chronicle of the Horse and trained and rode Titan, named “Horse
of the Year”. In 1995, Hannabal and Leslie earned a spot on the Pan-
American team and brought home 2 silver medals. She now has 4
horses competing and will try for a spot on the 2007 Pan-Am team.

We have lost track of many former boarders, breeders and buyers. If you know some-
one who hasn’t heard from me about our reunion, please contact Vanda at 303-841-
4323 or vandaw@comcast.net.
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AUGUST
4-5 Axel Steiner Clinic - Colo. Horse Park

Contact Glenda McElroy 818-841-3554 glenda@glenroys.com

4 Dressage in the Rockies #1 – Colorado Horse Park - 
Parker – USEF
Contact Jennifer Killinger 818-841-3554 jennifer@glenroys.com

5 Dressage in the Rockies #2– Colorado Horse Park 
Parker – USEF
Contact Jennifer Killinger 818-841-3554 jennifer@glenroys.com

6 Dressage in the Rockies #3 – Colorado Horse Park – 
Parker – USEF
Contact Jennifer Killinger 818-841-3554 jennifer@glenroys.com

5-6 USDF “L” Final – Dressage in the Rockies
Marilyn Heath, Lois Yukins
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435 slush@drgw.net

5-6 Cheyenne Dressage & Eventing Club Dressage 
Show - Cheyenne, WY - USEF
Contact: Rowena Heckert 307-632-4151

7-9 Christianne Borchet Clinic – Casper, WY
Contact Anne MacGuire 307-237-9148

11-12 Christianne Borchet Clinic – Ft Collins
Contact Liz Schump 970-674-3026

11-13 Nina Fout Clinic – Middle Fork Ranch – Lyons, CO
Contact Mike/Colin 303-747-2626 mschikora@abacus-us.com

12  Foothills Chapter Dressage Show-Golden-RMDS
Contact Susan Kracklauer 303-421-3511

12 Trakehener Inspection - Starry Night Trakehners LLC
Contact Terri Sikora 970-785-2423

13 Autumn Hill Sunday Series #3 – Autumn Hill
Longmont-RMDS
Contact Jane Donnelly 970-669-5775

15 Janet Brown Foy Clinic - Reiterhof Ranch
Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

19 Sun Prairie Stable Sport Horse & Breed Show & 
Dressage Show - Peyton - USEF
Contact Camille Griffin 303-663-0041

26 Utah Dressage Society Annual Show #1-
Lehi, UT - USEF
Contact Eva-Maria Adolphi 801-254-3247
adolphi@redrock.net

27 Utah Dressage Society Annual Show #2
Lehi, UT - USEF
Contact Eva-Maria Adolphi 801-254-3247 adolphi@redrock.net

26 CSDA Schooling Show – Aspen Ridge
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435 slush@drgw.net

27 Aspen Ridge RMDS Dressage Show
Aspen Ridge - RMDS
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435 slush@drgw.net

29 Janet Brown Foy Clinic - Reiterhof Ranch
Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

31 Janet Foy Clinic - Black Forest Area
Contact Patricia Janssen 719-749-9866     
patricia@parfaitranch.com

SEPTEMBER
2 Boulder Valley So Long to Summer – Somerset 

Farm - Longmont - RMDS
Contact Barb Goldman 303-666-4528 boelandjarb@hotmail.com

2 Grand Valley Fall Show  – Grand Junction – USEF
contact Zoe Krakowski  970-245-7444 songlady@rentalsgj.com

3 GVDS Western Slope Championships and Open 
Show – Grand Junction – RMDS
Contact Zoe Krakowski 970-245-7444 songlady@rentalsgj.com

9 Pendragon Stud RMDS Dressage Show #2
Larkspur – RMDS
Contact Leslie Terry 303-688-4147

10 Table Mountain Ranch Dressage Show-
Golden - RMDS
Contact Peg Cannell 303-279-4546 cannell747@aol.com

14 RMDS Executive Board Meeting-6: 30 pm 
Perkins Restaurant I-25 & Buchtel - Denver
Contact Central Office 720-890-7825

16-17 The Musical Horse-Adult Amateur Clinic
Broken Spoke - Penrose
Contact Brenda Haley 719-275-0118

16-17 NCDA Camp for Adult Amateurs - Fort Collins
Contact Joyce Hall 970-484-8113 grantjoycehall@juno.com

19 Janet Brown Foy Clinic - Reiterhof Ranch
Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

21 2006 Cosequin/Breeders Championship & RMDS 
Breed Championships & Open Breed Show
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435 slush@drgw.net

21-24 Certified Horsemanship Assoc. International 
Conference - CSU - Ft Collins
Contact Christy Landwehr 800-399-0138 
clandwehr@cha-ahse.org

22-24 RMDS Dressage Championships & Dressage Open 
Show - Parker-USEF
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435 slush@drgw.net

2006 Shows & Events
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DRESSAGE SOCIETY
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28-Oct. 1 Ralf Schmitzer Clinic - Whispering Winds
Contract Petra 303-646-9530

OCTOBER
3 Janet Brown Foy Clinic - Reiterhof Ranch

Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

5-8 Ralf Schmitzer Clinic - Whispering Winds
Contract Petra 303-646-9530

6-8 Region V Championships – Expo New Mexico, 
Albuquerque
Contact Donald Simpson 505-550-6735 dsimpson62@aol.com

7-8 Paul Belasik Clinic - Cottonwood Farm
Grand Junction
Contact Lynea Schultz-Ela 970-872-3961 
lynea@direcway.com

17 Janet Brown Foy Clinic - Reiterhof Ranch
Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

20-22 Christianne Borchet Clinic – Casper, WY
Contact Anne MacGuire 307-237-9148

31 Janet Brown Foy Clinic - Reiterhof Ranch
Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

NOVEMBER
2 Clinic -Black Forest Area

Contact Patricia Janssen 719-749-9866 
patricia@parfaitranch.com

3-5 Stephan Kiesewetter Clinic – Casper, WY
Contact Anne MacGuire 307-237-9148

7 Janet Brown Foy Clinic-Reiterhof Ranch
Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

11 RMDS Board of Directors & Awards Banquet

11-12 Region V JR/YR Clinic-Debbie McDonald-Scottsdale, AZ
Contact USDF-Sheila Forbes 859-271-7879

20 Janet Brown Foy Clinic-Reiterhof Ranch
Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

DECEMBER
5 Janet Brown Foy Clinic-Reiterhof Ranch

Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

19 Janet Brown Foy Clinic-Reiterhof Ranch
Contact Jody 303-646-9520 reiterhofranch@aol.com

21 Clinic - Black Forest Area
Contact Patricia Janssen 719-749-9866 
patricia@parfaitranch.com

JANUARY 2007
Judges Continuing Education – Kristi Wysocki - OPEN to all
Contact RMDS Central Office – 720-890-7825 rmds@indra.com

FEBRUARY 2007
3-4 USDF ‘L’ Program-Session A-Lois Yukins

Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

10 TD’s and Show Managers Continuing Education – 
OPEN to all

MARCH 2007
10-11 USDF ‘L’ Program-Session B - Janet Foy

Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

RMDS Winter Wake-Up-YR Qualifier
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

APRIL 2007
14-15 Paul Belasik Clinic-Cottonwood Farm-Grand Junction

Contact Lynea Schultz-Ela 970-872-3961 lynea@direcway.com

14-15 USDF ‘L’ Program-Session C-Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

21-22 World Cup-Las Vegas

JUNE 2007
9-10 USDF ‘L’ Program-Session D1-Lois Yukins-

Colorado Horse Park
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

SEPTEMBER 2007
26-30 RMDS Dressage Championships & Dressage Open Show

Parker-USEF
RMDS Breed Championships & Open Breed Show
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

Region V Championships-Parker-USEF
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

OCTOBER 2007
13-14 Paul Belasik Clinic-Cottonwood Farm-Grand Junction

Contact Lynea Schultz-Ela 970-872-3961 lynea@direcway.com

SEPTEMBER 2008
24-28 RMDS Dressage Championships & Dressage Open Show 

Parker-USEF

RMDS Breed Championships & Open Breed Show
Contact Heather Petersen 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

Shows & Events
THE CENTAUR
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The Centaur Newletter
The Centaur Newsletter is published monthly.
To guarantee that ads and articles will run in a given month, they
must be received with full payment by the 10th of the month prior
to the month of publication. i.e. January 10 for the February issue.
If not received by the deadline, articles and ads may be placed in
the following edition, if not time sensitive.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
For article suggestions, articles, columns, letters to editor:
Centaur editor Gavin Ehringer, PO Box 9 Colorado Springs, CO
80907 ph. 719-471-8764 e-mail gavinehringer@earthlink.net

ADVERTISING:
RMDS Office, Beth Geier, 2942 Park Lake Dr., Boulder, CO 80301 ph.
720-890-7825 e-mail rmds@rmds.org

DISPLAY ADVERTISNG
For information about corporate advertising and/or sponsorships,
please contact Beth Geier (address above).

Artwork (ads) must be provided in electronic format only. Ac-
ceptable formats include PDF, EPS, JPEG, TIFF, Quark XPress (in-
clude all fonts and image files). IF UNSURE ABOUT AD
FORMATTING, please contact the editor (contact info above) for
consultation and advice. Microsoft Word format IS NOT an accept-
able form of advertisement submissions, except in the case of clas-
sified ads.

No substitutions can be accepted. If you ad is submitted in a file
format other than those listed above, you will be contacted regard-
ing an additional charge for file formatting and/or redesign. Hourly
charge for redesign/reformat is $35, in minimal units of 1 hour.

Please be sure to include a printed version of your ad so that it can
be proof-read against the electronic version. Printed copies cannot
be used as final art.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified ads may be submitted via e-mail to the RMDS office, ad-
dress above. You may also type or hand write a classified ad and
mail it to the RMDS headquarters, attn. Beth Geier, The Centaur.
Please, limit your classified to 50 words or less. Exceeding 50 words
may result in additional charges per line.

PAYMENT AND AD COPY DELIVERY.
E-Mail ads to: rmds@rmds.org, and cc copy to:
gavinehringer@earthlink.net. Send payment and hard-copy to:
RMDS office, Beth Geier, 2942 Park Lake Drive, Boulder, CO 80301.  

AD RATES AND SIZE SPECIFICATIONS.
Classified . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12 per item for sale.
w/picture (digital only) . . . . $22 per item for sale.
Full page . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125.................................7.5” X 9.5”
Inside back page. . . . . . . . $175.................................7.5” X 9.5”
Half Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $85 ...............................7.5” X 4.75”
Outside back half page . . . $100 ...............................7.5” X 4.75”
1/4 page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25/issue ..................3.625” X 2.25”
Ask about discounts for multimonth or annual ad contracts.

EDITORIAL POLICY
Articles submitted for publication will not be returned. Please con-
tact the editor before submitting unsolicited articles or photos. Arti-
cles represent the work and views of their authors, not necessarily
the RMDS, its officers, or employees.

TRAINERS & INSTRUCTORS  — Get on the World
Wide Web, and Build New Business!
If you wish to increase business, you can place your
information on the RMDS webpage at very low cost.
Send information to: Michael Petersen, 12395 Gull
Lane, Peyton, CO 80831, 719-573-0398 or e-mail web-
master@rmds.org (note on the subject line, “trainer
info).”

Please include your name, phone number(s), postal
address, e-mail, locations where you train, and other
pertinent info, i.e. awards and certifications, lesson
types, schooling horses, etc.

The website averages 200 hits per month on the
trainer page and RMDS receives 25-30 e-mails per
month requesting names of trainers/instructors in the
RMDS region. Don’t miss the opportunity to expand
your client base and gain recognition.

Cost is $50 annually. Mail check to RMDS Central Of-
fice, 2942 Park Lake Drive, Boulder, CO 80301.

ADVERTISE EVENTS ON THE RMDS WEBSITE
Website ads on the RMDS site provide your event with
high visibility. Your ad will run for one month from the
date it first appears. Unless the webmaster is notified
in advance (webmaster@rmds.org), the ad will be re-
moved from the website once the  date of the event
advertised has passed.

Please limit content of ads to 20 words. E-mail and
website addresses will be displayed as links.

Because of the implicit connection to the RMDS, we
reserve the right to
1). Refuse any ad.
2). Edit ad content.
3). Limit the number of ads displayed at any one time.

Advertising  & Editorial Submissions

Be CREATIVE - CENTAUR WRITERS 
& PHOTOGRAPHERS SOUGHT!

Features: 750-1,500 words.
Clinic Reviews: 750-1,000 words (be sure to include
date, place, & instructor’s name and background).
Junior Corner: 500-750 words. Get a jump on a career
as an equestrian journalist! Tell us about your horse, a
contest, or anything YOU think is cool!.
Trainer/Judge/Vet Talk: Submit your questions, we will
find an expert to write a reply.
Editor: gavinehringer@earthlink.net
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RMDS MEETING SCHEDULES
RMDS Executive Board

All RMDS Exectutive Board meetings occur on the second
Thursday of every odd-numbered month. Steering commit-
tee meetings are held on the second Monday of every
even-numbered month. Board of Governors meeting is
held the second Saturday of November. Contact the Cen-
tral Office for precise dates.

RMDS Chapter Meeting Schedule & Contacts
Boulder Valley, 2nd Monday, even months.
Claudia Barkmeier 303-417-1675 cbarkmeier@rwbaird.com

Colorado Springs, 3rd Tues., location TBD.
Simone Windeler, 719-287-2040, or check CSdressage.org

Foothills, 2nd Wednesday, every other month.
Kathy Johnson, 303-494-0905

Grand Valley, 1st Tues. every month, roaming location.
Kelly Schlagel, 970-242-5935

High Plains, 3rd Monday every month, location TBD.
Alexandra Curnutte, 303-663-0358 curnuttes@msn.com

Northern Colo., 3rd Tues every month, CSU Vet Teaching
Hosp., Susie Gordon, 970-407-7357 sgordon@fcgov.com

Penrose, 1st Wed., every month, roaming location
Sharon Ghilarducci, 719-462-5760

Tri State, TBA; contact Darlene Vaughan, 307-332-7261

Western Colo., contact Judith Family, 970-923-8832
DNS@rof.net

RMDS Information

Show Information
Always call the contact individual to check show info, as
dates, times and places may change.
NOTE: ALL COMPETITORS SHOULD DO A SCORE
CHECK WITH THE CENTRAL OFFICE, ESPECIALLY
PRIOR TO AWARDS. Phone: (720) 890-7825

Calendar Submissions
Submissions of events for the RMDS calendar need to
be received NO LATER THAN the 5th of the month prior
to the month that the item is to run. Please be sure to
correctly spell all proper names (clinician/judge, loca-
tion, contact) and include a phone number where you
can be reached with questions. Send all calendar items
and/or events requiring RMDS sanctions to: Beth Geier,
RMDS Central Office, (720) 890-7825.
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RMDS 2006 MEMBERSHIP FORM

❒ Individual = $50   ❒ Business = $75  ❒ Lifetime = $650      

❒ Centaur newsletter only = $35 (no other benefits)

❒ After one family member joins as an individual member, 
others in family may join at $35 each.

Please include all information for person designated as representative.  
All individual members receive the Centaur newsletter and the RMDS Om-
nibus. RMDS is a group member organization of United States Dressage
Federation and RMDS members are automatically USDF Group Members.

Indicate Local Chapter:

❒ Boulder Valley ❒ Northern Colorado (Fort Collins)

❒ High Plains (Parker, Littleton and Aurora) ❒ Colorado Springs

❒ Foothills (Golden, Evergreen) ❒ Penrose (Cañon City)

❒ Western CO (Aspen, Carbondale) ❒ Tri-State (Wyoming, adjacent

states)         ❒ Grand Valley (Grand Junction) 

❒ Renewing member need new binder ($6)

Name________________________________________________

Address____________________________City_______________

County________________________ State/Zip_______________

Phone (Home) (      )_____________(e-mail) ________________

USDF No. __________________ Occupation______________

Type of Membership  (one)  ❒ Individual   ❒ Business ❒ Family   

❒ CENTAUR Only

Total Fees_________

❒ Please remove my name from lists sold by RMDS

Date of Birth _____________________________

Be sure to send a copy of your 2006 Adult Amateur Card from USEF along

with this membership form! RMDS is a USDF Group Member Organization

and RMDS members are automatically USDF Group Members.

2006 HORSE REGISTRATION FORM
Horses must be registered with RMDS to be eligible for RMDS
year-end awards and for horse-of-the year award. To be eligible
for year end awards, both owner and rider must be members of
RMDS and the horse must be registered with RMDS. The name
on this horse registration must be the same used on horse show
entry forms. $35 for a lifetime registration of horse, $10 change
fee.

Horse Name Sex
Breed (if known)
Breed No. (include copy of papers) 
Name of Owner(s) (one owner must be an RMDS member)

Address of Owner

Owners Phone (Home)                             (e-mail)

Name of Representative (if owner is a business)

Mail form and check payable to RMDS to:  
RMDS Central Office,
2942 Park Lake Dr., Boulder, CO 80301 • 720-890-7825
Membership renewal is January 1 annually.
Any memberships received after Oct. will be issued for the following year.



SUGGESTED BYLAW/STANDING RULE CHANGE

Please use the current 2006 Bylaws and Standing Rules for your reference.
E-mail (or mail) your suggested changes to the RMDS Central Office (rmds@rmds.org) by August 30,
2006 for consideration at the Board of Governors meeting November 11, 2006. 

Bylaw change ______________     Standing Rule change _______________

Page number _________              Article ___________________________(be specific)

Rewrite section you wish to change and show what is to be deleted (if anything):

Reason for change: 

Name: ________________________________________  E-Mail: _____________________________

Send to:

RMDS Central Office
2942 Park Lake Drive
Boulder, CO 80301 

e-mail: rmds@rmds.org
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Technical Delegates, Judges & Certified Instructors
Dressage Judges Ratings & Levels Qualified to Judge

Status Status Levels
“L” Learner * Training-Second (RMDS-only shows)
“r” Recorded Training-Second
“R” Registered Training-Fourth
“S” Senior All Levels
“I” International All Levels
“O” Olympic All Levels

*May only judge or officiate at RMDS only. 
Any class ridden before a judge not qualified to judge at the level must ride “hors d’concours” (score does not count).

JUDGES
FEI ‘I’
Janet Foy
719-633-0231

USEF ‘S’
Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez
303-642-7708
Sandra Hotz
303-817-2030

USEF ‘R’
Janey “Dolly” Hannon
303-919-4112
Kristi Wysocki
303-648-9877

USEF ‘r’
Amy Jablonovsky
970-493-2833
Suzanne Zimmer
303-478-8325

USDF ‘L’ Graduate –
Schooling & RMDS only
recognized shows
Simone Ahern-Harless*
719-749-9274
Ilyse Auringer
970-588-3859
Francie Brashear
303-840-7626
Julie Burt 
719-852-5269
Rae Ann Cook*
970-225-1408
Emmy Detlof
719-495-4188
Marti Foster *
303-277-1132
Beth Geier
303-673-9840
Jan Goodrich-Spear
303-664-0152
Gwen Ka’awaloa*
303-646-4363
Ann MacGuire* (WY)
307-237-9148
Sarah Martin*
720-891-1369

Kathleen Mayger
970-310-8729
Bridget Milnes
303-660-4986
Linda Ohlson-Gross*
303-840-9818
KC Parkins-Kyle
303-841-9953
Sally Robertson
303-237-6915
Kathy Simard*
720-981-4448
Valerie Spahr
970-922-5650
Maria Wasson
303-682-9594
Regina Wendler
970-879-7505
Simone Windeler
719-540-2000

Dressage Sport Horse
Breeding Judge
Janet Foy  ‘R’
719-633-0231
Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez ‘R’
303-642-7708

Kristi Wysocki ‘r’
303-648-9877

TECHNICAL DELE-
GATES USEF
Eva-Maria Adolphi (UT) - r
801-254-3247
Veronica Holt - R
303-646-3829
Laurie Mactavish - R
970-476-2932
Deeda Randle (WY) - R
307-638-6737
Catherine Siemiet - r
719-942-5311
Diane Stanley
(MT) - r
406-652-4061
Libby Stokes - r
303-688-2795

RMDS
Joan Clay
970-490-1927
Jeannette Hillery
303-494-7718

Jane McBride
719-598-4496
Susan Selby
970-227-9530
M. Elaine Thomas
719-495-1510

USDF CERTIFIED IN-
STRUCTORS
TRAINING – 2ND
Julie Burt
719-852-5269
Jill Cantor Lee
970-686-9163
RaeAnn Cook
970-225-1408
Janet “Dolly” Hannon
303-279-4546
Sabine Kallas
307-733-9497
Ellene Kloepfer
303-828-3879
Clayton Martin
303-652-1158
Sheri Mattei-Mead
970-669-3733

Kathryn Meistrell
303-646-9059
Bridget Milnes
303-660-4986
Kristi Wysocki
303-648-9877

USDF CERTIFIED IN-
STRUCTORS
TRAINING – 4th
Simone Ahern-Harless
719-749-9274
Nancy DeVaney
303-681-2516
Loma Fowler
303-841-0417
Sarah Martin
720-891-1369
Kathy Simard
720-981-4448
Melinda Weatherford
970-484-5218

*Denotes graduating with
distinction 

A-10 TD-USEF Laurie Mactavish 970-390-5160

C-7 Cheyenne Dressage and Eventing Club Dressage 
Show Cheyenne, WY

C-69 Secretary Kathi Averill  - same contact information

C-25 Secretary: April  – Nell Foxworth 303-545-5988
Sept - TBA
Manager: April Suzanne Brennan
Sept 2 show – Jeannette Hillery 303-494-7718

C-31 Columbine Dressage Show II
Judge: Sarah Michael “S”
TD: Laurie Mactavish

C-33 Autumn Hill Sunday Series:  add pony divisions’

C-38 TD: Jane McBride

C-59 Black Hills Dressage Show recognition #246949

C-61 2nd Judge: Beverly Rogers (S)

For USDF Recognized Shows:
Rider and Owners: for non-qualifying classes, riders and
owners can also have IM cards or PM cards as well as the
GM and non-member numbers 

Junior Rider-Junior Team Tests, no equivalent will be ridden;
they will ride the Jr. Team Test at the finals.  The Jr. Individ-
ual Test will qualify for 4th level. The Jr. Preliminary Test
cannot be used as a GAIG/USDF Qualifying class. Please up-
date any printed material.  

Young Rider Team Test, competitors will rider the YR Team 
Test at the championships 

ENTRY FORM – Must use form that has April 1, 2006 in
upper right hand corner-found on line at www.rmds.org

2006 Omnibus Corrections
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you need to attend two RMDS only
shows at two different locations. You
need four or more rides at any test of
the level. Qualifying shows are BVD
Spring Fling, BVD So Long To Summer
Show and the three Autumn Hill RMDS
show series. 

There is still time to qualify – the Au-
tumn Hill show is on Aug.13 and the So
Long to Summer show is on September
2. The So Long to Summer Show is at
Somerset. Finish the summer strong,
come to these two shows and meet your
requirements for year end awards. 

We are still looking for volunteers for
Show Manager and Show Secretary for
the 2007 shows. Please help us out here
and volunteer. These positions are not
that labor intensive and they are a won-
derful way to learn about the sport and
meet your fellow club members. Contact
me at 303-417-1675 or cbarkmeier@rw-
baird.com if you are interested.  

Our next meeting is scheduled for
Monday August 14 at 6:30 at my house.
As usual we will have food and drink.
We will need to discuss our Fall event,
Adult Amateur Camp for 2007, potential
officers for next year and the So Long to
Summer Show among other things. I
hope that you are enjoying your summer

and getting lots of time to ride. As al-
ways I welcome your suggestions and
feedback. 

Claudia Barkmeier
President Boulder Valley Dressage

High Plains Dressage Chapter
High Plains is working on their website

design and chapter logo. A new member,
Dee Granvill, has volunteered to be ini-
tial webmaster. Any one who has ideas
about the website should contact Dee at
DGRANVILL@aol.com. A big thank you
to Dee for stepping into this big job.

We would like to thank everyone who
responded to the call to the meeting.
Any feed back is extremely helpful and
wanted. Thanks to Sharon Soos who
came to the meeting, we hope to see
her there again.

At the meeting we talked about an-
other show and if everyone has time to
put one together. If we can get some
more interested parties involved we
could still possibly have a fall schooling
show. The board members are stretched
thin at this time.

We would like to have a meet and
greet party around the first of October.
This would be a terrific time for some of

CChhaapptteerr NNeewwss
Tri State Dressage

We always knew that Wyoming Dres-
sage riders were tough because we have
to brave the below zero temps in the
winter.  This year’s show proved that we
can also deal with the above 100 de-
grees temperatures as well.  Everyone
fared well and things went smoothly de-
spite the heat.  Thanks to everyone who
participated, especially those who had to
travel from far away and to those who
volunteered their time make it happen.

It looks like our annual fund raiser is
on schedule and by the time this months
Centaur comes out, Tri State members
will have served A LOT of suds.  We man
the beer tent during the rodeos, moto-x
races and the wild and wooly Demolition
Derby during the Fremont County Fair.
It always proves to be a fun and inter-
esting time and brings much needed
revenue to our club.  I hope everyone is
having a great summer!
Happy Half Halts!

Boulder Valley
This month we would like to remind

you of the Boulder Valley Show Series
and year end awards that you can still
qualify for.  These awards are for Train-
ing, First and Second Level. To qualify



Page 23

CChhaapptteerr NNeewwss
Region 5 Message

Congratulations to our riders who qualified for the North American Young Riders
Championships, Bobbie McKee on Jamelone with an average score of 65.465, Tyler
Haney on Phoenix with 64.509, Vanessa Simon on Quecirque with 63.555, and Kathryn
Cross on Pride of Radetsky with 61.968. This is the first year for the North American
Junior Rider Championships. Dawn White on Rusticus with a 64.445, Cassy Fitch on Kil-
roy with a 64.304, and Jamie Clark on Rubin’s Passe Partout represent our region.
Veronica Holt returns again as our Chef d’Equip for both teams.  

It really has been a team effort from the shows that hosted NAYRC Qualifying
classes, to all the effort of the riders, parents, silent auction contributors, and support-
ers throughout our region. The transportation costs to Virginia alone are a significant
hurdle. Susan Gregg, our northern FEI Jr/Yr Coordinator worked diligently with every-
one to make this happen. Our NAYRC team won the bronze last year, and I am sure our
both our teams will do well at the Championships.

The USDF Region 5 FEI JR/YR clinic with Debbie McDonald will be held at Dynamite
Dressage November 11-12. Details will be available at www.usdf.org.

Our regional championship show is in Albuquerque on November 6-8. Judges include
William Solyntjes, Lois Yukins, Natalie Lamping, and Anita Owens. Expo New Mexico is
sprucing up and we will have two indoor arenas, one outdoor arena with two large
warm-up arenas and a separate lunging area. Stabling is ample with many of the tack
stalls having a cement floor and lighting. A Logan two horse, bumper pull horse trailer
with a dressing room will be raffled off at the show, tickets $10 each or six for $50. Go
to www.usdf.org for the prize list and www.dsshows.com for more details.

Deadlines: Region 5 GMO volunteer of the year award is due to USDF by August 31.
The Ruth Arvanette Grant for three members to go to the USDF convention (up to $500
airfare expenses, plus free registration, and ! hotel expense) is due to USDF by August
31.

Stay Cool and Happy Riding!
Theresa Hunt
Region 5 Director

THE CENTAUR

you out there to come and talk to us. It
would be a casual environment in which
to talk and find a direction for the chap-
ter.

High on our agenda for the next few
meeting’s are plans for next year. We
feel that if we start now, we could plan
more events and shows for the chapter.
As always, more help is wanted and wel-
come.

August 21 meeting: Place to be decided,
6:30 pm Call Alex Curnutte  303-906
7083

Penrose Chapter
A picnic in August is planned at Cicily

Harmon's w/quadrille and trail ride. An-
other schooling show (after the success-
full one in June) is planned in early
September.

Several people are researching tickets
to attend the World Cup in Las Vegas
again.  If other chapters or members are
interested, please contact our chapter to
organize a large group seating.

Sharon Ghilarducci



HORSES FOR SALE

Black Paint, 16 year old, 15.3 H. Professionally trained. Training 3rd
level, showing 2nd with scores in the upper 60s. Loads and trailers well.
Excellent ground manners. Clean X-rays. $7,000 for Lola and aka Mighty
Charger. Contact June Bachman 303-670-0500 or jimcappa@msn.com or
Med Lodes 303-681-2215.

Weigel Stables offers for sale ''Par-Fay '' 1997 15.1 h Reg.  APHA
mare. 3 years dressage training with USDF scores in the 60%'s. Now
schooling in First level. Photos  on web  site: www.weigelstables.home-
stead.com. Also jumps, works cows, and loves trail rides! Call Edee  406-
348-2624

2004 Premium Oldenburg gelding. Fantastically bred colt, great
type and movement with temperament to please anyone. By
Madison(Matcho aa). Extensive groundwork has been done, will be ready
to start lightly next spring.  Currently showing in-hand.  Over 15h at 2yo,
will mature 16+  $10,200 OBO.  719-683-9387 elashby@falconbroad-
band.net.

Reg. TB Gelding, 17h, 15yr chestnut. Heavy boned, very pretty.  Work-
ing 3rd, lovely, powerful mover with great work ethic.  5 years training
with local German trainer.  Very sweet.  Needs experienced rider.
Healthy, sound, no vices.  $15,000 OBO 719-649-0295.

11 year old Thoroughbred Gelding,
16.1h.. Big and athletic. This horse has a
sweet and willing disposition. Great
ground manners-bathes, clips, ties, loads
and trailers well. No vices. Is willing over
fences, does basic dressage and loves to
trail ride. A great eventing prospect. $
8,500.00.  Contact Pat Harpe at 719-687-
5874 or e-mail patharpe@msn.com

7-year old, 15.3 H, red roan Appaloosa mare. “Bunny” is sound with
correct conformation. She is currently working nicely at the walk, trot,
canter, and starting lateral work - leg yields. She is light in the hand and
steady on the bit. She is quiet and enjoyable on the trail too. Her strides
are nice and long and her gaits are very smooth. She’s looking for a ma-
ture, confident rider to enjoy her and eventually compete with her! She
also throws big, colorful foals. Price $3,800. Contact Robyn Clark 303-
523-7793.

Smaller Oldenburg gelding for sale - Dynamic movement with excel-
lent talent for piaffe, very light and easy connection, soft in the bridle.
Currenclty working at 2nd level with flying changes introduced. He is
15.2, 7 yrs., lovely dappled gray with thick white tail and is sound. This
gelding will do FEI. Also is great on trails. I have too many horses to
work regularly and he is too talented not to move up through the levels.
$22,500. Anita Williams - 970-328-1622.

Fandango, is a beautiful 16.3 hds, chestnut Oldenburg gelding.
Intelligent, Calm, Affectionate, Willing to work, he is trained through 3rd
level Sadly, must Sell. (303)525-4849.

16.3 Premium Oldenburg gelding 10-year-old chestnut.  Fabriano
son, sweet, easy going, dependable, lovely gaits, shown to 2nd level,
sound, soft-mouthed, suitable for amateur in dressage, hunters.  Owner’s
illness forces sale. Asking $20K-Frances Carbonnel 720-979-3120

16.1 Dark Bay Trakhener 6 years old-very fancy gelding.  Don’t be put
off!!  This horse has a fabulous easy mind and HUGE cadenced gaits.
Schooled and ready to show first level, or as a fancy children’s hunter-
he’s steady and careful over fences and cavaletti.  His trot is wonderful!
Excellent amateur horse, FEI potential.  $25K –Frances Carbonnel 720-
979-3120

FEI Westphalen, 17 yr gldng, 16.2 Dk Bay.  Safe, for AA or JYR.  All GP
movements, ones still need confirmation.  Beautiful 16h 15yr Blk TB/QH,
solid 3rd level w/FEI movements. Videos available Sharon 719/462-5760
quailridgedrsg@hotmail.com

3 year old (foaled 5/14/2003) registered Appaloosa/Percheron/QH
cross gelding. Dancer is a flashy chestnut with a full blanket over the
hips. He is 16 hands and still growing, has correct conformation, long
smooth gaits, and a very quiet mind. He's currently working
walk/trot/canter and over poles, and is quiet, soft, and steady in the bri-
dle. If you're looking for a wonderful horse to take you through the lev-
els, he's the guy! Price is $5500 but will increase with additional
schooling. Contact Robyn Clark 303-523-7793

Beautiful, talented Thoroughbred gelding, 12 years old. Sir Michael
has impeccable ground manners, is patient, honest and hard working. He
would make a perfect schooling horse and will teach a beginning dres-
sage rider lots! Trained at 1st level Dressage for the past 2 years scoring
in 60s at USDF shows. Qualified for Regional Championship in Dressage
and Eventing last year. I am a college student and must sacrifice. $6,500
OBO. Mikey will be available for serious buyers to inspect at Dressage in
the Rockies in Parker, Colo., Aug. 4-6. Or call 970-328-5472 for appoint-
ment.

TACK/EQUIPMENT

County Fusion -17” inch saddle, new as of February 2006, bridle, blan-
kets, etc. $3,000. Contact June Bachman at 303 670 0500 or email at
jimcappa@msn.com or Meg Lodes 303-681-2215.

17” Country Connection wide tree, excellent condition $1650: 17”
Niedersuss Symphony wide tree excellent condition $1100. No fittings.
Carol Rogers 303-690-3459 Leave message.

Petrie Dressage Boots - brand new, never used, from Germany, size 7
with a medium calf. These boots sell here for $550. No fittings. Carol
Rogers 303-690-3459 lv. message.

2005 Hart aluminum 3-H GN trailer - MANY EXTRAS! LIKE NEW -
save $3K+ Sparkling! Very few miles. $17,995. Info, photos: www.horse-
trailerworld.com, click “Horse trailers for sale,” scroll to “search by ad
number” #86050, click on HART. crkside@nemontel.net, 406-348-2280.
Barb Remlow. 

MISC.

2 ROOMATES WANTED and horse mate. In Berthoud - 20 min. from
Ft. Collins & 30 min. from Boulder. Live on 6 acres with your horse. Rid-
ing ring, gate opens to trails, stall and run, 4 acres to graze, incl. hay.
Live with easygoing middle age woman with 2 other horses and 2 dogs.
3-bedroom ranch home, basement, hot tub, cable, DSL network, and all
other utilities inc. Room and horse $850. Just room $450. All other small
animals welcome, no extra fee. Call Mary 970-532-5257 or 720-480-
3076.
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RRRREEEEIIIITTTTEEEERRRR HHHHOOOOFFFF RRRRAAAANNNNCCCCHHHH
HHHHOOOORRRR SSSSEEEE BBBBOOOO AAAARRRR DDDDIIII NNNNGGGG AAAANNNN DDDD DDDDRRRR EEEESSSSSSSSAAAAGGGGEEEE TTTTRRRR AAAA IIIINNNN IIIINNNNGGGG BBBBAAAA RRRR NNNN
! Certified Instructor Bridget Milnes, Gold Medalist
! Twice a month Clinic with Janet Brown Foy.
! Indoor and outdoor Arenas, 20m x 60m.
! Arena RX Dust Control

! Stalls with safe runs, owner takes care of  your
horse
! 4 times feeding per day, quiet atmosphere
! Pasture turnout Available

$390 first three Months.

5 miles east of  Franktown on Hwy. 86
Ute Neubecker (303) 646-1877
For more infomation:
http://www.geocities.com/ingolfn
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NOW TRAINING AT STELLAR STABLES
Training " Lessons " Clinics

3 0 3 - 5 5 0 - 5 1 3 0
Located just 7 minutes from Colorado Horse Park
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