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Team Gold! Individual Silver! Ride On!
North American Junior/Young Rider Championships For Region 5/6
-Susan Rudman, Region 5 JRYR Coordinator

The NAYRC 2010 in Lexington KY 
brought Gold to the combined young 
rider team of Regions 5 and 6.  Riders 

Madeline Birch, Laura DeCesari, Brandi Roenick 
and Jhesika Wells rode to a team total of 199.842 
points to claim the Region’s First Team Gold!

An individual Silver was taken home by Region 
5 Junior Catherine Chamberlain and Verdicci 
in both the Individual (70.368) and Freestyle 
(72.950)!

Aylin Corapcioglu rode to 9th place in both the 
Individual (65.316) and Freestyle (66.500).

Jordan Farr, Region 5, rode fabulous tests with 
scores of 62.054 and 61.579!

Sadie Lahey from Region 6, had excellent rides 
earning a 61.838 and 63.368!

We couldn’t be prouder of these fine equestrians 
who displayed exemplary sportsmanship and 
friendship to their fellow competitors!   ♞

Chef Ellie Stine-Masek, Young Riders 
Laura DeCesari, Brandi Roenick, Maddie 
Birch, and Juniors Catherine Chamberlain, 
Jordan Farr, Aylin Corapcioglu, and Chef 
and Coordinator Susan Rudman

Maddi Birch, Brandi Roenick,
 Laura DeCesari, and Jhesika Wells

 receive their Gold Medals!
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Region 5 Report

Gold for Region 5 again!  Congratula-
tions to the Region 5/6 FEI Young Rider 
Team: Madeleine Birch and Starlight, 
Laura DeCasari and Cheenook II, Bran-
di Roenick and Nobel from our region; 
along with Jhesika Wells and Intrepid 
from Region 6. She was the only Young 
Rider from Region 6 so was added to our 
team. She also won the Individual Gold 
medal after contributing a high score for 
our Team Gold medal. Junior rider, Cath-
erine Chamberlain and Verdicci won the 
Individual Silver Medal and then went to 
Gladstone to the Collecting Gaits Farm/
USEF Dressage Festival of Champions, 
to place second in the Junior Champion-
ships. In 2008 our teams won three Gold 
Medals at the NAJYR Championships. 
Many thanks to our FEI Junior/Young 
Rider Coordinator, Susan Rudman and 

Chef d’Equipe Ellie Stine-Masek, as well 
as all our supporters and competitions.

It is time to start planning to attend the 
USDF Convention December 1-5, 2010 
in Jacksonville, FL. Information and the 
agenda are on the USDF website. GMO 
Delegates are included on a list of USDF 
delegates to receive e-mail communica-
tions containing pertinent information 
on issues that will come before the 2010 
BOG meeting at convention. All GMO's 
were asked to designate their delegates by 
August 31st and if not determined by that 
date, the GMO president would become 
the delegate.  If the GMO delegate/presi-
dent is not able to attend the convention, 
a proxy for that delegate can be submitted 
at any time up until 6:00 pm the night 
before the BOG meeting. The advantage 

for the GMO is that the delegate will be 
known and can receive communication 
from the USDF office earlier.

The 2010 Adequan/USDF National Sym-
posium will take place December 4-5, at 
the Jacksonville Equestrian Center in 
Jacksonville, FL. The theme for this year's 
symposium will be "Cross the Bridge 
from Training to Showing" and will focus 
on learning to ride the new tests with the 
featured presenters,  Gary Rockwell and 
Lilo Fore. It will be a great opportunity 
to see the new dressage tests with great 
judges reviewing the rides. Hope to see 
you at the convention and symposium.

Happy Riding!
Theresa Hunt
Region 5 Director

RMDS Special Business

•	 Check Year-End Scores at www.rmds.org. Oct. 5 is the last day to make changes.

•	 Return Trophies at Championships, or mail to Shannon Lemons at 187 CR 51, Divide, CO  80814

•	 RMDS Membership card is now available online through the RMDS website, rmds.org.

•	 Thanks to many wonderful donors, The Dressage Foundation has purchased a new, permanent home in downtown 
Lincoln, Nebraska.  Their permanent address is:

The Dressage Foundation
1314 ‘O’ Street, Suite 305

Lincoln, NE  68508

•	 The Dressage Foundation upcoming grant and scholarship deadlines follow.  All information and applications can be 
found on their website, www.dressagefoundation.org.  Applications MUST be in their office by the deadline date!

September 15 - $1,000 Gifted Fund Scholarship for Adult Amateurs
September 30 - $10,000 Major Anders Lindgren Scholarship for Dressage Instructors
October 25 - $25,000 Anne L. Barlow Ramsay Grant for High Performance (horse must be bred in US)
December 13 - $25,000 Lavell Advanced Dressage Prize for High Performance
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Chapter News

Foothills Chapter
The Foothills Chapter is planning a new 
focus on quarterly educational activities 
which will be hosted, as often as possible, 
in the Foothills Chapter geography. Edu-
cation proposals include: a “New Test” 
clinic, guiding demo riders and auditors 
through the goals of each test; a day fea-
turing equine dentistry, bits and bitting, 
saddle fitting, chiropractic treatment, 
vaccinations and worming, trimming and 
shoeing, essentially a nose-to-tail care fo-
cus; a young horse and young rider pro-
gram; show preparation; collective marks 
education, etc. The plan is for these 
events to be open to all of RMDS fol-
lowing early chapter notification. Other 
recent chapter news includes the award of 
an annual scholarship to Rachel Motsing-
er. Congratulations, Rachel! The chapter 
also finalized details to sponsor an arena 
at Championships. Good luck and good 
riding to all!

Heather Fitzgerald, on behalf of the 
Foothills Chapter

High Plains
New officers were elected for the remain-
der of the year due to the vacancy of the 
office of President.  Cindi O’Shea was 
elected President and Wendy Cibis was 
elected Vice President.  Cindi will also 
continue in her role as Chapter Secretary.  

We are very excited to announce that the 
2010 Hilda Gurney Symposium will be 
held at Cresta Farm in Franktown, Colo-
rado.  Dates are November 6 and 7.  See 
the auditor and demo rider forms in this 
month’s Centaur.  You can also access 
them on the High Plains website.  Our 
new venue allows us to increase our seat-
ing capacity for auditors and provides for 
a larger arena for the demo riders.  For the 
second year, the Symposium is structured 
for the audience and the adult amateur 
rider. We encourage everyone to apply 
for the demo rider slots. This is truly a 
“through the levels” symposium and we 
need riders at all of the competition lev-
els.  

To all of our members showing at Sep-
tember’s Championship/Open Shows, 
we wish you great riding and awesome 
scores!  If you have the time to volunteer, 
I know Heather Petersen will appreci-
ate your help. Don’t forget to fill out the 
Volunteer form available on the RMDS 
website.

Cindi O’Shea, Chapter President

Boulder Valley
Boulder Valley held our August meeting 
at Kathie Hibbards’ home - thank you for 
your hospitality, Kathie!

We viewed & discussed Nicole Bizzarro’s 
designs for an updated Boulder Val-
ley Dressage logo (yes, we are keeping 
the Flatirons background!), which you 
should be seeing soon on our website, at 
shows, etc.  Nicole came up with some 
great designs for us!

We also talked about final details for the 
Adult/Youth Team Competition and our 
So Long To Summer Show; I hope a lot 
of you were able to attend one or both of 
these events, either as a participant or a 
spectator.

Our next meeting will be October 11th, 
when we will be electing officers for 2011.  
Jeannette Hillery  has graciously offered 
to serve as president, and Kathie Hibbard  
would like to continue as secretary for an-
other year, but we need candidates for the 
positions of vice president and treasurer.  
After many years of exemplary volunteer 
service as treasurer, Beth Geier would like 
to step down from this position - pretty 
big shoes to fill, but I know there is a lot 
of untapped talent out there in our club 
membership, so please consider running 
for either of these positions, as well as  
having a hand in the future of our club.  
Job descriptions for all officers are on the 
Boulder Valley Dressage website; click on 
About Us, then click on Constitution, and 
scroll down to Article VI.  Claudia Niss-
ley is head of the nominating committee; 
contact her at atroiska@aol.com if you are 
interested in serving as an officer.

2011 officers will assume their duties in 
January 2011, and will be introduced at 
our annual awards banquet, to be held at 
the Spice of Life Events Center in Boul-
der on Sunday, January 16th.  We are try-
ing something a bit different this year, a 
brunch/lunch on a Sunday, from 11:30 to 
3:00, rather than a Saturday night dinner; 
hope to see you there!

Nicole Donohue, Chapter President

Arkansas Valley
The Arkansas Valley Dressage Association 
schooling show July 17 went well despite 
the conflict with other shows.  The rides 
started early in the morning and were fin-
ished before the heat set in.  Participants 
were pleased with the scores received from  
judge Kathleen Donnelly, who later was 
available for lessons Saturday and Sun-
day.  Kathleen was particularly helpful for 
those with Arabian horses because of her 
understanding of their unique anatomy.  
Her ability to convey her information 
pleasantly was enjoyed by the riders.

Unfortunately, due to low turnout and 
high transportation costs, we found it was 
a financial challenge to use a recognized 
judge from outside our area. While our 
local judge is very competent and well 
liked, our intent was to try to offer a va-
riety of judges for our competitors along 
with the opportunity to experience differ-
ent styles of teaching. However, if travel 
costs continue to be prohibitive, we will 
have to limit our shows to using the rec-
ognized judge in our area.  We would like 
to continue to provide an affordable yet 
accurate venue for dressage enthusiasts 
and also introduce dressage to all levels of 
riders with different income levels.  Cur-
rently, the income level of dressage riders 
in our club is generally above the average 
income level in our area. This appears to 
be a trend state-wide as well, yet horses 
and riders of all economic levels should 
be able to benefit from the precepts of 
dressage and have access to a reasonable 
venue to test their skills and knowledge.  

Continued on page  4
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President’s Message

Wow! Summer if nearly over and as you 
hold this Sept. issue of the Centaur in 
your hands you might be at the RMDS 
and Region 5 Championships or getting 
ready to go.

Many of our riders have qualified this 
year to attend both Championships and 
we’re expecting quite a turnout. I want to 
thank all of our sponsors and volunteers 
for helping make these championships 
great, we truly could not do it without 
you. In case you did not know, there will 
be quite a few dinners hosted by various 
sponsors during the show. We will have a 
pizza party on Thursday evening, Mexi-
can food on Friday evening, and the main 
party with a live band on Saturday eve-
ning. It is going to be a great celebration 
and certainly the crowning of the show 
season. If you have time to volunteer, 
please let us know, we can always use an 
extra hand.

If you run into one or more of our spon-
sors, please take the time to thank them; 
they are making these shows very spe-
cial. And don’t forget to go shopping! 
We should have quite a spread this year 
and I hear some sales and discounts will 
be available, so take advantage of that. I 
know I will.

Cathy Van Berg, our hard working Cen-
taur editor and producer is showing off a 
new look, we hope you enjoy it. A little 
more modern and at the same time quite 
classy. Thank you Cathy for your ideas.

I recently had the opportunity to attend 
a three day event. Great fun and wow 
– these riders have a lot of guts. They 
gallop downhill while jumping over all 
kinds of scary obstacles. Not my cup of 
tea, but my hat is off to them. They do 
tell me, however, that eventing these days 
is won with a good dressage score rather 

than an all-out cross country ride. Who 
would have thought? It was fun to see the 
crossover from dressage to eventing and 
who knows, maybe we could learn some 
things from each other. They all seemed 
to own rather brave horses.

Some of you might have heard already, 
but Cavalia is coming to Denver in Sept/ 
Oct. I hear they are simply spectacular 
and it is an event that you should not 
miss. More information at www.cavalia.
net. I ordered my tickets today. Last year I 
had the chance to see a show in Germany 
that featured Lorenzo which was simply 
amazing. I expect Cavalia to be similarly 
exiting.

Wishing you much success at Champi-
onships if you are competing, and happy 
riding for the rest of the summer.

Simone Windeler, RMDS President

Along this line of thinking, we will be of-
fering a ride-a-test in lieu of our sched-
uled September show.  An October 16 
show is currently being planned. 

In the upcoming year educational events 
using videos, book reviews and sharing of 
member information will be used to help 
increase member knowledge.  Fun events 
will also be held to encourage member 
support, learning and camaraderie.

The new officers for the year will be: Pres-
ident: Mary Rae; Vice President: Sis Har-
man; Secretary: Brenda Haley; Treasurer: 
Sandy Vernon.

 A big hoorah for member Karen Randall, 
whose horse “General” has qualified for 

Championships under trainer Simone 
Ahern at First Level. Karen will make her 
show debut on General in August.

Mary Rae

Colorado Springs 
Dressage Association
The CSDA July show Dressage at the Peak 
was a great success. We had to move the 
show at the last minute due to ESPN 
changing their scheduling and the ro-
deo taking our weekend. We moved the 
show to Fountain Valley School located 
in Fountain, CO. 

The venue was a huge success with the 
participants and we were able to have a 
covered warm-up and indoor show ring 

which made the July heat much milder 
and tolerable. Volunteers were plenti-
ful and the show filled nicely and ran 
smoothly.

August is a business meeting for CSDA 
and we’re looking forward to planning 
upcoming events such as a WEG report 
from the Valmoor farm, who is doing 
an exhibition for the crowds; election of 
CSDA officers; and Christmas. 

We meet the 3rd week of the month. 
Please stop by and visit us at any of our 
meetings or events.

Elaine Haberman, 2010 CSDA President

Continued from page  4
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UNITED STATES Dressage FEDERATION

Presents

George Williams
2010 Platinum Performance USDF FEI Jr/YR Clinic Series   

With funding from the Renee Isler Dressage Support Fund at The Dressage Foundation

 Region: 5 
 Facility Location: Stellar Stables, Parker, CO    
 Date: October 23-24, 2010 

We are so pleased to present to our region, a two day Junior and Young rider clinic with George Williams.  Auditors 
are welcome to attend.  Please see the RMDS website at RMDS.org for rider and auditor applications and rider 

eligibility criteria, or contact Susan Rudman at sewrunred@msn.com, or call at 303-697-8528.

ROCKYMOUNTAINDRESSAGE SOCIETY 
 
 

SUGGESTED BYLAW/STANDING RULE CHANGE 
 
 

• Please use the current Bylaws and Standing Rules for your reference. 
• Email (or mail) your suggested changes to the RMDS Central Office 
(rmds@rmds.org) by September 1 for consideration at the Board of 
Governors meeting in November. 
Bylaw change _________ Standing Rule change _______________ 
 
Page number _________ Article # ___________________________(be specific) 
 
Rewrite section you wish to change and show what is to be deleted (if anything): 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Name: _____________________________ E-Mail: _____________________________ 
 
Reason for change: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 

RMDS Central Office-2942 Park Lake Drive-Boulder, CO 80301 
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8 When life involves horses you 
better be prepared for Plan 
B, C, D all the way to Z. 

You need to be flexible with your plans 
because the best laid plans usually always 
change.

When I applied for the Leg-Up Scholar-
ship I had it all mapped out. I would be 
riding a horse for a local breeder, who said 
they would keep this mare out of breeding 
so I could train her and bring her along. 
We started our lessons and training, and 
it was hard work, riding her every day 
even as the weather changed and then fi-
nally shut us down in November.  I kept 
busy exercising all winter so I’d be fit for 
our Spring training, which started again 
in April, but then the changes started.

The breeder had intended to keep this 
mare and train her, but then she needed 
to put her up for sale. She didn’t have the 
added cash to help me with gas costs as 
I had to now run my own vehicle and it 
wasn’t cheap to come every day. So I had 
to make a tough decision. Do I somehow 
find the cash to keep training a horse that 
could be sold at any moment with all my 
time and money wasted, or do I move 
onto Plan B, or even C? I decided to go 
for Plan B, but what was that?

I started my lessons with Ingela Tapper 
in Florissant in September; she runs the 
Teller County Animal Rescue and has be-
come not only my instructor but a men-
tor as well. She has a wonderful Appendix 
Quarter Horse named Flicka who was 
badly injured last year by a rescue horse, 
but finally in the spring was able to be 
ridden. So when I asked she agreed to 
continue my lessons on Flicka, which I 
have to tell you, were quite formidable. 
Flicka is trained to Grand Prix level and 
she had no idea what I was trying to tell 
her, and quite frankly neither did I!  In 
fact, I was just hoping she wouldn’t get so 
mad with my bad cues and instructions 

that she wouldn’t just toss me off, but she 
has way more manners and patience than 
that – she just got mad with Ingela for 
inflicting me upon her. So the first lesson 
didn’t go well, but I sure learned a lot, 
and I am continuing to learn and move 
ahead with my riding, a whole new level 
of communicating and functioning as a 
team. I love every minute of it.  I’m so 
grateful now for Plan B.  

Another change that came about in my 
life since receiving the Leg-Up Scholar-
ship was also taking on a rescue horse 
myself, a very sweet natured Quarter 
horse, who we named Maggie. She was 
in a lot of pain and was very lame in her 
hind leg. The owners didn’t have the time 
to rehabilitate her so they were trying 
to find a good home for her. We offered 
to take her as we couldn’t afford to buy 
her, but the owners were just happy that 
she was going to a good home.  So what 
does a little hay cost? Yikes! It all adds up 
doesn’t it?  But it’s been worth it because 
after working with Ingela and our farrier, 
John Conway of Hoofprints, we are really 
seeing some great improvement. So much 
improvement that our farrier believes  
next spring I should have myself a very 
nice riding horse.  

My previous plan was to improve my rid-
ing through lessons, but the focus seemed 
more on learning how to train a green 
horse, and my actual riding skills never 
really improved.  So the unfolding of Plan 
B has been to take lessons to improve my 
riding skills and learning how to use my 
weight and balance to speak to the horse.  
I’m really enjoying Plan B because the 
more I learn on the experienced horse, 
the more I can come back and practice 
on my quarter horse Maggie. She can’t be 
ridden hard at the moment but still needs 
to build up her atrophied muscles, so 
we’re gently riding bareback around our 
forest, and we’re both having a blast. It’s a 
wonderful feeling to see a lame horse turn 

around, and not only start to get well, 
but trust you with learning new things 
as they’ve learned to trust you with their 
health.  

I’ve learned a lot this year:
•	 I’ve learned not to be too rigid with 

your plans.
•	 I’ve learned that its better to miss out 

on a show season than miss out on a 
great relationship with a horse, espe-
cially one in need.

•	 I’ve learned a whole lot about lame-
ness, farriers and hooves, nutrition 
to improve the overall health and 
performance of your horse, and per-
severance.

•	 I’ve learned that I can live without 
the glamour of winning horse shows 
and instead knuckle down with more 
hard work of exercising, training and 
practicing what I’ve learned, and be-
ing patient for another day of shows 
and “glam.” 

•	 I’ve learned to make sacrifices for a 
horse that needs help.

•	 I’ve learned that it’s important to 
have people in your life that believe 
in you, like your parents, instructors 
and mentors, farrier and veterinar-
ian, and of course your scholarship 
board!

•	 I’ve learned patience.

In my scholarship application my main 
goal was to improve my riding skills, in-
crease the number of lessons I took, and 
enter as many shows as possible. So, when 
looking back at this, my Leg-Up Scholar-
ship didn’t get me into the show ring, but 
it did get me to a new place of improved 
riding skills, and that new place also in-
cluded a lot of “other” lessons learned 
too. I believe that I have changed my fo-
cus from winning and getting a ribbon to 
learning and passing knowledge on, and 
in the long run, I believe that I’m going to 
be a better rider and overall horsewoman 
because of it.          ♞

So Now What….
-Mary Decker, Recipient of the 2009 RMDS Leg-Up Scholarship
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My N.A.J.Y.R.C. Experience
-Jordan Farr, Region 5 Junior NAJYR Championship Competitor

My name is Jordan Farr. I’m 14 
years old, and I live in Avon, 
Colorado. My horse Phoenix 

is a 22-year old schoolmaster trained up 
to Intermediate 1.

This year Phoenix and I qualified for the 
N.A.J.Y.R. Championships and finished 
with a 66.094%.

Everyone had been telling me how bad 
the heat and humidity is in Kentucky, but 
you really can’t grasp it until you experi-
ence it. It was insane walking outside at 5 
a.m. and not needing a sweatshirt!

Getting to ride at the Kentucky Horse 
Park was absolutely amazing, especially 
knowing that we were riding in the same 
arena that the WEG riders would be in 
two months.

Being on a team was definitely a differ-
ent experience for me. I had met Aylin 
and Catherine before, but we hadn’t really 
spent any time together before Kentucky. 
However, we all got along really well and 
we had a lot of fun together.

Phoenix was an absolute rockstar the en-
tire time, even with the big stadium and 
the five tents around the arena. We got 
a 62.054% on the Team Test, helping 
Region 5 to earn Team 7th. By the time 
we reached Individual day, we were both 
tired, and finished with a 61.579%, not 
earning a spot in the top 15 to compete in 
the freestyle. I was really happy with how 
I finished, especially considering it was 
my first time out in a big show like that. 

The N.A.J.Y.R.C. has been my goal for a 
while, and I couldn’t have been happier 
to get there. The Kentucky Horse Park is 
an incredible place to ride and compete. 
I am really, really proud of all my team-
mates and their horses for doing such an 
amazing job!! Congrats guys!!

I have several people to thank for helping 
me to get to Kentucky: my family, who 
are always supportive and generally awe-
some; and my amazing trainer, Stephanie 

Busley, who has helped me and Phoenix 
every step of the way. We wouldn’t have 
made it without her! Thanks to my team-
mates, Aylin and Catherine, for inspiring 
me and being great buddies in general!! 
Thanks Susan for all your hard work in 
arranging everything and being the Ju-
nior Chef!

And of course, thank you to everyone at 
the barn for always believing I could get 
there!       ♞

Jordan and Phoenix at NAJYR Championships in Kentucky.
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2010 RMDS Executive Board
President  .....................................Simone Windeler  ............... 719-540-2000  .................... simonedressage@gmail.com
Past President  .............................Laura Speer  ........................ 970-371-2934  .................... riversidestables_evans@yahoo.com
Vice President  ............................Mary Jo Hoepner  ............... 719-495-3648  .................... vicepresident@rmds.org
Secretary  ....................................Susan Rudman  ................... 303-697-8528  .................... sewrunred@msn.com
Treasurer  ....................................Sharon Soos  ....................... 303-904-7534  .................... sksoos@mesanetworks.net

Permanent Committees
Adult Amateur  ............................Lori Mitchell  ...................... 303-816-2375  ....................baffleddressage@aol.com
Awards  .......................................Shannon Lemons  ............... 719-686-0064  .................... lemons_shannon@yahoo.com
  Results  ......................................Central	Office	 .................... 720-890-7825  .................... rmds@rmds.org
Championship Show  ..................Laura Speer  ........................ 970-371-2934  .................... riversidestables_evans@yahoo.com
Communications  ........................Nicole Bizzarro  .................. 720-890-7825  .................... nicoleb@burkedes.com
  Centaur Production  ..................Cathy Van Berg  .................. 303-916-6136  .................... vanbergc@yahoo.com
  Omnibus Advertising  ...............Central	Office	 .................... 720-890-7825  .................... rmds@rmds.org
  Omnibus Production  ................Burke Design ...................... 720-890-7825  .................... rmds@rmds.org
  Webmaster  ................................Michael Petersen  ................ 719-683-8435  .................... webmaster@rmds.org
Constitution, By-laws  ................Central	Office	 .................... 720-890-7825  .................... rmds@rmds.org
Education  ...................................Heather Petersen  ................ 719-683-8435  .................... slush@drgw.net
Insurance, Show Standards  ........Central	Office	 .................... 720-890-7825  .................... rmds@rmds.org
Junior/Young Riders  ..................Colleen McFadden  ............. 303-665-2631  .................... Mcfadden_colleen@hotmail.com
  Junior Camp  .............................KC Parkins-Kyle  ................ 303-841-9953  .................... murphyhors@aol.com
Marketing  ...................................Heather J. McEntee  ............ 719-338-9913  .................... heather@hjmcdressage.com
Membership
  Horse Registration  ...................Central	Office	 .................... 720-890-7825  .................... rmds@rmds.org
Registration	Officials	and
   Show Standards  .......................Central	Office	 .................... 720-890-7825  .................... rmds@rmds.org
Scheduling  ..................................Central	Office	 .................... 720-890-7825  .................... rmds@rmds.org
Scholarship  .................................Loni Gaudet  ....................... 970-532-0852  .................... lonigaudet@earthlink.net

Chapter Presidents
Arkansas Valley ..........................Brenda Haley  ..................... 719-275-0118  .................... shininghorse@copper.net
Boulder Valley ............................Nicole Donohue  ................. 303-827-6150  .................... hobbyhorse6789@yahoo.com
Colorado Springs  .......................Elaine Haberman  ............... 719-358-1577  .................... stabiledicavallo@gmail.com
Foothills  .....................................Dolly Hannon  .................... 303-919-4112  .................... dollyhannon@msn.com
Grand Valley  ..............................Lisa Binse  .......................... 970-243-8543  .................... lbpawprints@yahoo.com
High Plains  .................................Cindi O’Shea  ..................... 720-951-3517  .................... cindioshea@yahoo.com
Northern Colorado  .....................Laura Speer  ........................ 970-371-2934  .................... riversidestables_evans@yahoo.com
Wasatch Mountains  ....................Sally Shaffer  ...................... 435-640-8797  .................... wasatchmtnsdressage@yahoo.com
Western Colorado  .......................Judith Family  ..................... 970-923-8832  .................... dns@rof.net

Governing Bodies
UNITED STATES DRESSAGE FEDERATION
USDF  ...................................................................................... 859-971-2277  .................... www.usdf.org
4051 Iron Works Parkway, Lexington, KY 40511

USDF Region 5
Director  ......................................Theresa L Hunt  ............................................................... hunterry@mindspring.com
  FEI JRYR Coordinator  .............Susan Rudman  ................... 303-697-8528  .................... sewrunred@msn.com
Website  ................................................................................................................................. www.usdfregion5.org

US EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION, INC  ............................... 859-258-2472  .................... www.usef.org
USEF
4047 Iron Works Parkway, Lexington, KY 40511

RMDS is a USDF Group Member Organization and RMDS members are automatically USDF Group Members.
©2010 The Centaur is	the	official	publication	of	the	Rocky	Mountain	Dressage	Society.		Its	content	may	not	be	reproduced	in	print	or	
electronic media without permission of the publisher.  Copying for personal or educational use is allowed.  Editorial questions, article 
suggestions, article submissions, corrections, and letters to the editor may be sent to: Catherine Van Berg, Editor, The Centaur, 1767 Rose 
Petal Lane, Castle Rock, Colorado 80109; phone: 303.916.6136; email: vanbergc@yahoo.com. Advertising questions and copy should be 
directed	to	:	RMDS	Central	Office,	2942	Park	Lake	Dr.,	Boulder,	CO	80301;	phone:	720.890.7825;	email:	rmds@rmds.org.

About RMDS
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About RMDS

RMDS CHAPTER MEETING 
SCHEDULE

Arkansas Valley: 3rd Thurs., location TBD, 
6 pm. Brenda Haley, 719-275-0118, 
www.horsestop.net

Boulder Valley: 2nd Mon., even months, 
location TBD, Nicole Donohue, 303-827-
6150, hobbyhorse6789@yahoo.com

Colorado Springs: 3rd Tues., Colorado 
Springs City Hall, Elaine Haberman,
719-358-1577, stabiledicavallo@gmail.com,
www.CSDressage.org

Foothills: quarterly meetings, location TBD, 
Dolly Hannon, 303-919-4112, 
dollyhannon@msn.com

Grand Valley: 1st Thurs. each month, 
location TBD, Lisa Binse, 970-243-8543, 
Lbpawprints@yahoo.com

High Plains: 3rd Tues. each month, 
6:30pm, location TBD. Cindi O’Shea, 
720- 951-3517, cindioshea@yahoo.com,
www.highplainsdressage.com

Northern Colo.: 3rd Tues., each month, 
location TBD, Laura Speer, 970-330-7233, 
riversidestables_evans@yahoo.com

Wasatch Mountains
Sally Shaffer, 435-640-8797, Location TBD

Western Colorado: Judith Family,  
970-923-8832, dns@rof.net

Meeting Schedule of the RMDS 
Executive Board

All RMDS Executive Board meetings occur 
on the second Thursday of every odd-
numbered month.  Steering Committee 
meetings are held on the second Monday 
of every even-numbered month.  Board 
of Governor’s meeting is held the second 
Saturday of Nov.  Contact the Central Office 
for precise details.

Pursuing the Art of Dressage since 1996

Regularly Scheduled Clinics with European/American

Instructors Trainer of Your Choice Welcome

Full Care Boarding Facility ~ Nike Air Foot Indoor

Conveniently located near Windsor, Fort Collins

and Loveland

Boarding Available

Please Call for an Appointment 

970/686-6025 

970/231-2251 

Windsor, Colorado

www.chatellen.com
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The Centaur Newsletter

The Centaur newsletter is published monthly.  To guarantee 
that ads and articles will run in a given month, they must be 
received by the 10th of the month prior to the month of publi-
cation, i.e. January 10 for the February edition.  If not received 
by the deadline, articles and ads may be placed in the following 
issue, if not time sensitive.
ContaCt InformatIon
For article suggestions, articles, columns, letters-to-the-editor: 
Centaur Editor, Cathy Van Berg, 1767 Rose Petal Lane, Castle 
Rock, CO 80109, Phone: 303.916.6136, email: vanbergc@ya-
hoo.com
advertIsIng
RMDS	Office,	Beth	Geier,	2942	Park	Lake	Dr.,	Boulder,	CO	
80301, Phone: 720.890.7825, email: rmds@rmds.org
dIsplay advertIsIng
For information about corporate advertising and/or sponsor-
ship, please contact Beth Geier (contact info above.)

Artwork (ads) must be provided in electronic format.  Accept-
able forms include: jpeg, pdf, tiff, eps, and doc.  IF UNSURE 
ABOUT AD FORMATTING, please contact the editor (con-
tact info above) for consultation.  No substitutions may be ac-
cepted.		If	your	ad	is	submitted	in	a	file	format	other	than	those	
listed above, you will be contacted regarding an additional 
charge for reformatting or redesign.  Hourly charge for rede-
sign/reformat is $50, in minimal units of one hour.

Please be sure to include a printed version of your ad with your 
payment so that the ad may be proof-read against the electronic 
version.		Printed	ad	copy	cannot	be	used	as	final	art.
ClassIfIed ads
Classified	ads	may	be	submitted	via	email	to	the	RMDS	office	
(address	above.)		You	may	also	type	or	hand-write	a	classified	
ad and mail it to RMDS headquarters, attn: Beth Geier, The 
Centaur.	 	Please	limit	your	classified	ad	copy	to	50	words	or	
less.  Exceeding 50 words will result in additional charges per 
line.
payment and ad Copy delIvery
Email ads to: rmds@rmds.org, and cc the electronic copy to 
vanbergc@yahoo.com.  Send payment and hard-copy to the 
RMDS	office,	Beth	Geier,	2942	Park	Lake	Dr.,	Boulder,	CO	
80301.
ad rates and sIze speCIfICatIons

Classified	 $20	 per	 item	 for	 sale	 (includes	 web	 listing.)	 	 50	
words	maximum.	Classified	w/photo	$32	per	item	for	sale.
Full Page ......................... $150 ..................7.5” x 9.5”
Half Page  ....................... $90  ...................7.5” x 4.75”
Outside back half  ........... $105 ..................7.5” x 4.75”
1/4 Page (Vertical Only) . $55 ....................3.75” x 4.25”
1/8 Page (Business Card) $30  ...................3.625” x 2.25” 
(horizontal only)
Ask about discounts for multi-month or annual ad contracts.

Payment for ads is due on the 10th of the month.  If not re-
ceived by the following 10th of the month, the person will be 
listed on the RMDS website under the suspended category.

edItorIal polICy
Articles submitted for publication will not be returned.  Please 
contact the editor before submitting unsolicited articles or pho-
tos.  Articles represent the work and views of their authors, and 
not	necessarily	the	RMDS,	its	officers	or	employees.

Utilize the RMDS Network:

Trainers and Instructors: 
Use the RMDS Website to Build New Business
If you wish to increase business, you can place your informa-
tion on the RMDS website at very low cost.  Send information 
to:	RMDS	Central	Office,	2942	Park	Lake	Dr,	Boulder,	CO	
80301, Phone 720.890.7825, or email: rmds@rmds.org (note 
on subject line “Trainer Info”.)  Please include your name, 
phone, address, email, training locations and other pertinent 
info	 such	 as	 awards,	 certifications,	 lesson	 types,	 schooling	
horses, etc.

The website averages 200 hits per month on the trainer page 
and RMDS receives 25-30 emails per month requesting names 
of trainers in the RMDS region.  Don’t miss the opportunity to 
expand your client base and gain recognition.

Cost	 is	$50	annually.	Mail	check	 to:	RMDS	Central	Office,	
2942 Park Lake Drive. Boulder, CO 80301.

Advertise Events on the RMDS Website
Website ads on the RMDS site provide your event with high 
visibility.  Your ad will run for one month from the date it 
first	appears.	Unless	 the	RMDS	Central	Office	 is	notified	 in	
advance (rmds@rmds.org), the ad will be removed from the 
website once the date of the event advertised has passed.

Please limit content of the ad to 20 words.  Your email and 
website addresses will be displayed as links.
Because of the implicit connection to the RMDS, we reserve 
the rights to:
•	 Refuse any ad.
•	 Edit ad content.
•	 Limit the number of ads displayed at any one time.

Important Info on RMDS membership
Awards are based on the information on your membership 
card. Be sure to double-check everything very carefully.

Duplicate cards are available for $2.00.  If emailed to you, they 
are	free.		Request	a	new	one	by	mailing	the	Central	Office	at	
rmds@rmds.org.

Proof of adult amateur status must be sent to the Central Of-
fice	every	year.		Showing	proof	at	shows	is	not	enough	for	the	
year-end awards. Owner, rider, and horse MUST be current 
members PRIOR to any ride for the score to count towards 
qualifying for RMDS Championships and for qualifying for 
any year-end award. If PONY is not listed under breed and 
you have a pony, send a copy of the measurement form or the 
permanent	pony	card	to	the	Central	Office.		Remember,	mem-
bership and its details are your responsibility. Be sure correc-
tions are made.
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About RMDS

Technical Delegates, Judges, and Certified Instructors
Dressage Judge Ratings and Levels Qualified to Judge

Any class ridden before a judge not qualified to judge at that level must ride “Hors d’concours” where the score does not count.

Status Status Levels
“L” Learner* Training - Second  
  (RMDS only)
“r” Recorded Training - Second
“R” Registered Training - Fourth
*may only judge at RMDS recognized shows.

Status Status Levels
“S” Senior All
“I” International All
“O” Olympic All

FEI 4*
Janet Foy  ...............................719-260-1566

FEI ParaEquestrian Dressage ‘O’
Anita Owen  .......................303-953-9904

USEF ‘S’
Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez  ...303-642-7708
Sandra Hotz  ......................303-817-2030
Anita Owen  .......................303-953-9904
Janet “Dolly” Hannon  ........303-919-4112

USEF ‘R’
Kristi Wysocki  ...................303-648-9877

USEF ‘r’
Loni Gaudet  ......................970-532-0852
Amy Jablonovsky  ..............970-493-2833
Suzanne Zimmer  ..............303-478-8325

USDF ‘L’ Graduates (Schooling and RMDS
Only recognized shows)
Simone Ahern*  ..................719-749-9274
Barbara Bell (WY)  .............307-548-7079
Gigi Brittain*  ......................303-646-1506
Julie Burt  ...........................719-372-6270
Alison Child* (UT)  .............435-640-3287
Linda Coates-Markle  ........303-469-0279
Kathleen Donnelly*  ...........970-310-8729

Beth Geier  ........................303-673-9840
Jan Goodrich-Spear  .........303-664-0152
Jessica Greer  ...................970-581-5613
Gwen Ka’awaloa*  .............303-646-4363
Sarah Martin*  ....................719-379-3716
Linda Ohlson-Gross*  ........303-840-9818
KC Parkins-Kyle  ...............303-841-9953
Kathy Simard*  ...................720-981-4448
Patti Thurman* (UT )  ........435-640-1362
Maria Wasson  ...................303-682-9594
Simone Windeler  ..............719-540-2000
*Denotes Graduation with Distinction

Dressage Sport Horse Breeding Judge
Janet Foy ‘R’  .....................719-260-1566
Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez ‘R’ 303-642-7708
Kristi Wysocki ‘r’  ...............303-648-9877

FEI Chief Steward
Veronica Holt  ....................303-646-3829

Technical Delegates USEF
Eva-Maria Adolphi (UT), r ..801-254-3247
Rusty Cook (NM), r  ...........505-877-1456
Veronica Holt, R  ................303-646-3829
Laurie Mactavish, R  ..........970-390-5160
Heather Petersen, r  ..........719-683-8435
Deeda Randle (WY), R  .....307-638-6737
Catherine Siemiet, r  ..........719-942-5311

Dianne Stanley (MT), r  .....406-652-4061
Libby Stokes, r  ..................303-688-2795

Technical Delegates, RMDS sanctioned 
shows only
Joan Clay  ..........................970-420-0887
Jeannette Hillery  ...............303-494-7718
Mindy Maguire  ..................720-301-0089
Susan Selby  .....................970-227-9530
M. Elaine Thomas  .............719-495-1510

USDF Certified Instructors
Training - Second
Julie Burt  ...........................719-372-6270
Jill Cantor Lee  ...................970-209-8491
RaeAnn Cook  ...................970-225-1408
Janet “Dolly” Hannon  ........303-279-4546
Ellene Kloepfer  .................303-828-3879
Clayton Martin  ..................719-379-3716
Kathryn Meistrell  ...............303-550-5130
Bridget Milnes  ...................303-660-4986
Kristi Wysocki  ...................303-648-9877
Training - Fourth
Simone Ahern  ...................719-749-9274
Nancy DeVaney  ................303-681-2516
Loma Fowler  .....................303-841-0417
Sarah Martin  .....................719-379-3716
Kathy Simard  ....................720-981-4448
Melinda Weatherford  ........970-484-5218
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Shows and Events

All shows are RMDS recognized except schooling shows.
   

SEPTEMBER 2010
1  Rocky Mountain Sport Horse Breeding Championships & 

Qualifying Open Breed Show, Colorado Horse Park, Parker, 
USEF

 Contact Heather Petersen, 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

2-5  RMDS Championships and Open Show, Colorado Horse 
Park, Parker-USEF

 Contact Heather Petersen, 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

7 Janet Foy Clinic, Reiterhof Ranch, Franktown, CO
 Contact Jody, 303-646-9520, jbdrsj@hotmail.com

9 RMDS Executive Board Meeting, Perkins Restaurant, I-25 &  
 Colorado Blvd, Contact RMDS Central Office, 720-890-7825,  
 rmds@rmds.org

11 Rancho del Soule Dressage Schooling Show, Grand Junction, 
CO, Contact Stephanie Soule, 970-201-0747, 

 stephanie.soule@msn.com

18 Mariah Farms Schooling Show, Mariah Farms, Franktown, 
CO

 Contact Lisa Lamke, 303-660-2456,  www.mariahfarms.net

18-19 Paul Belsaik Clinic, 8th Heaven Farms, Castle Rock, CO
 Contact Meghann Norris, 303-688-5727, eighthheavenhorses@ 
 yahoo.com or www.8thheavenhorses.com

21 Janet Foy Clinic, Reiterhof Ranch, Franktown, CO
 Contact Jody, 303-646-9520, jbdrsj@hotmail.com

25-26   Patrice Edwards Clinic, 8th Heaven Farms, Castle Rock, CO
 Contact Meghann Norris, 303-688-5727, eighthheavenhorses@ 
 yahoo.com or www.8thheavenhorses.com

OCTOBER 2010
2 Rancho del Soule Dressage Schooling Show, Grand Junction, 

CO, Contact Stephanie Soule, 970-201-0747, 
 stephanie.soule@msn.com

2-3       Nancy Smith Clinic, 8th Heaven Farms, Castle Rock, CO
 Contact Meghann Norris, 303-688-5727, eighthheavenhorses@ 
 yahoo.com or www.8thheavenhorses.com

5 Janet Foy Clinic, Reiterhof Ranch, Franktown, CO
 Contact Jody, 303-646-9520, jbdrsj@hotmail.com

9 Mariah Farms Schooling Show, Mariah Farms, Franktown, 
CO

 Contact Lisa Lamke, 303-660-2456,  www.mariahfarms.net

16-17  Debbie McDonald Clinic, Plum Creek Hollow Farm, 
Larkspur, Contact Debbie Landy, 303-435-2000, 

 deblandy@mac.com

19 Janet Foy Clinic, Reiterhof Ranch, Franktown, CO
 Contact Jody, 303-646-9520, jbdrsj@hotmail.com

23-24 USDF L Program, Session A, Central Arizona Riding  
 Academy,  Arizona
 Contact Dorie Vlatten Schmitz, dvschmitz@msn.com

23-24 Lyndon Rife Clinic, Ft Collins Equesatrain Center, CO
 Contact Caryn Malone, 720-975-7271, 
 bugsymalone76@aol.com
  
23-24   George Williams Clinic, Stellar Stables, Parker, CO
 Contact Susan Rudman, 303-697-8528, sewrunred@msn.com
 
NOVEMBER 2010
2 Janet Foy Clinic, Reiterhof Ranch, Franktown, CO
 Contact Jody, 303-646-9520, jbdrsj@hotmail.com

6-7 Hilda Gurney Symposium, Cresta Farm, Franktown, CO
 Contact Cindi O’Shea, cindioshea@yahoo.com

13 RMDS Board of Governors Meeting, High Plains Chapter  
 Hosting

16 Janet Foy Clinic, Reiterhof Ranch, Franktown, CO
 Contact Jody, 303-646-9520, jbdrsj@hotmail.com

DECEMBER 2010
7 Janet Foy Clinic, Reiterhof Ranch, Franktown, CO
 Contact Jody, 303-646-9520, jbdrsj@hotmail.com

11-12 USDF L Program, Session B, Central Arizona Riding  
 Academy,  Arizona
 Contact Dorie Vlatten Schmitz, dvschmitz@msn.com

JANUARY 2011
29 Judges Continuing Education
 Contact Heather Petersen, 719-683-8435, slush@drgw.net

29-30 USDF L Program, Session C, Central Arizona Riding  
 Academy,  Arizona
 Contact Dorie Vlatten Schmitz, dvschmitz@msn.com

APRIL 2011
2-3 USDF L Program, Session D1, Central Arizona Riding  
 Academy,  Arizona
 Contact Dorie Vlatten Schmitz, dvschmitz@msn.com

JUNE 2011
3 High Prairie Dressage I, Colorado Horse Park, Parker, CO- 
 USEF
 Contact Glenda McElroy, 818-841-3554, glenda@glenroys.com

4 High Prairie Dressage II, Colorado Horse Park, Parker, CO- 
 USEF
 Contact Glenda McElroy, 818-841-3554, glenda@glenroys.com

5 High Prairie Dressage III, Colorado Horse Park, Parker,  
 CO-USEF
 Contact Glenda McElroy, 818-841-3554, glenda@glenroys.com

18-19 USDF L Program, Session D2, Central Arizona Riding  
 Academy,  Arizona
 Contact Dorie Vlatten Schmitz, dvschmitz@msn.com

AUGUST 2011
5 High Prairie Dressage I, Colorado Horse Park, Parker, CO- 
 USEF
 Contact Glenda McElroy, 818-841-3554, glenda@glenroys.com

6 High Prairie Dressage II, Colorado Horse Park, Parker, CO- 
 USEF
 Contact Glenda McElroy, 818-841-3554, glenda@glenroys.com

7 High Prairie Dressage III, Colorado Horse Park, Parker,  
 CO-USEF
 Contact Glenda McElroy, 818-841-3554, glenda@glenroys.com

NOVEMBER 2011
4-6 USDF L Program, Final Exam, Central Arizona Riding  
 Academy,  Arizona
 Contact Dorie Vlatten Schmitz, dvschmitz@msn.com

For updates to the calendar, go to www.rmds.org
THESE EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT UPON VOLUNTEERS.  IF YOU 

CAN HELP, PLEASE CONTACT THE EVENT ORGANIZER!
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Grilled Marinated ChiCken

del ClassiC™ ChiCken Burrito sausaGe or BaCon
2 $5

BisCuit sandwiChes

Parker rD. aND HILLTOP
(303) 840-9380

  
©2010 Del Taco LLC.  DTC-2260

Limited Time Offer!

reguLar

eaCH

TaCOS

del taCo suPPorts the  
roCkY Mountain dressaGe soCietY
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HIGH PLAINS DRESSAGE PRESENTS: 
 

HILDA GURNEY SYMPOSIUM 
RIDING THROUGH THE LEVELS 

November 6-7, 2010 
 

CRESTA FARM 
5530 E. HIGHWAY 86 

FRANKTOWN, COLORADO 
 
Auditor Information: 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Email:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Fees: 
Saturday, November 6, 2010 $40.00 (includes morning snacks/beverage 
     and lunch) 
Sunday, November 7, 2010 $40.00 (includes morning snacks/beverage 
     and lunch) 
Full Clinic:    $70.00 (includes all of the above) 
At the Door:    $45.00 per day 
 
 
PLEASE PRE-REGISTER TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE DISCOUNT AND HELP US TO 
DETERMINE THE AMOUNT OF FOOD, HANDOUTS, ETC. NECESSARY.  THANK YOU! 
 
Make checks payable to:  HIGH PLAINS DRESSAGE 
 
Mail Auditor Form and Payment to: 
Cindi O’Shea 
18249 E. Mainstreet, #8-101 
Parker, CO 80134 
 
Direct questions to: 
Cindi O’Shea – (720) 951-3517or cindioshea@yahoo.com 
 
Bleacher seating will be provided.  You may also bring a chair for ringside seating. 
Directions:  Cresta Farm is located 1.6 miles west of the intersection of Highway 83 (Parker 
Road) and Highway 86.  From the Interstate, take I-25 to Castle Rock.  Take the Plum 
Creek Parkway exit and head East.  Take the 1st left on Wilcox Street.  Turn right at CO-86 
East/5th Street.  Continue to follow Highway 86 for approximately 5.5 miles to Cresta 
Farm, on the right. 
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RIDING THROUGH THE LEVELS 
Featuring Hilda Gurney 

November 6-7, 2010 
  

DEMO RIDER APPLICATION 
 
Name:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

____Adult Amateur  ____Junior/Young Rider(Age____)         ____Professional 

Telephone(day)________________   Telephone(evening)_________________ 

Email:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Horse’s Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Horse Owner’s Name:     _____________________________________________________ 

Horse Owner’s Address:  _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Breed: ______________________ Sex: ______        Age:______              Height:__________ 

Current level Competing: ___________________   Schooling: _________________________ 

Name of Groom (if applicable):_________________________________________________ 
 
All demo riders must be RMDS members.  Please send a copy of your current RMDS membership 
card with this application. 
 
Biographical information on horse/rider must include training experience and competitive record and why you would 
like to work with Ms. Gurney.  Also include a scored COPY of the entire test for the level which you are applying 
(either USEF/USDF or RMDS recognized shows).  NOTE: if you are not currently working with a trainer and/or have 
not shown in 2010, you ARE eligible to apply.  Please provide the above-referenced biographical information and if 
possible, your most recent scored COPY of the entire test for the level which you are applying. 
 
While not required, we encourage you to enclose a video (VHS tape, ready to play in a VCR or a DVD of 
approximately 10 minutes duration of a schooling session and/or show a ride of the highest test at level applying for, 
either from a show or a practice test at home.  If entering more than one horse, please send a separate tape and 
application for each.  Please label video/DVD clearly with your full name and the name of the horse. 
 
Horses are to be braided and legs wrapped (protective boots allowed).  Riders must wear ASTM/SEI approved 
protective headgear. 
 
COST: $350 includes: 
  Lunch both days 
  Seating for rider to audit 
  Auditing (regular seating) for 1 groom and lunch both days 
  Listing of horse/rider in all pre-symposium advertising and publication 
 

Please send application and video to: 
Cindi O’Shea – 18249 E. Mainstreet, #8-101, Parker, CO 80134 

Phone:  720.951.3517 
Email:  cindioshea@yahoo.com 

Applications must be received by September 30, 2010 (no exceptions) and all applicants 
will be notified by approximately October 15, 2010 at the latest.  Should you not be selected, 
your check will be returned to you.  Make check payable to High Plains Dressage. 
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K L  R E A L T Y  |  4 5 3 5  B R O A D W A Y ,  B O U L D E R ,  C O  8 0 3 0 4  |  3 0 3 . 4 4 4 . 3 1 7 7 

M a r k e t i n g  U n i q u e 
E q u e s t r i a n  R e a l  E s t a t e

K a r e n  L i b i n  •  T h e  K L  T e a m

www.klrealty.net
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Cavalia: A Magical Encounter Between 
Horse and Man Comes to Denver

Cavalia: A Magical Encounter Be-
tween Horse and Man, a lavish 
multi-media production cre-

ated by Normand Latourelle, one of the 
founders of Canada’s famed Cirque du 
Soleil, opens in Denver September 22, 
2010 under the White Big Top at the 
Pepsi Center. Enjoyed by more than 2.5 
million people in the U.S., Europe and 
Canada, Cavalia is an extravagant pro-
duction involving over 100 performers, 
including 50 magnificent horses from all 
over the world, riders, aerialists, acrobats 
and dancers as well as musicians and a vo-
calist. A show unlike any other, Cavalia 
celebrates the relationship between hu-
mans and horses, virtually reinventing the 
equestrian arts.

In Cavalia, horses cavort with the many 
artists in front of a constantly changing 
background digitally projected onto a 
200-ft. wide screen, drawing spectators 
into dream-like virtual environments. 
Unlike traditional horse shows in the 
round, Cavalia’s audience faces a single, 
160-ft. wide stage which allows the horses 
space to gallop at full speed, at times run-
ning completely free unfettered by bridles 
or halters. Cavalia takes place under 
North America’s largest touring tent – a 
white, 26,264-sq. ft. big top rising some 
100 feet high that gives the horses an 
ample playground to have fun with their 
trainers and the artists.

Cavalia’s horses are trained based on a 
philosophy of understanding the horse 
rather than making him understand the 
human beings around him. The tone of 
the show, embraced by the entire Com-
pany, is one of respect, kindness, patience 
and trust. Audiences have found Cavalia 
exhilarating in scope yet touching in the 
compassion shown by both horse and hu-
man.

Across North America and Europe, Cava-
lia has enthralled audiences and will ar-
rive in Denver after much critical acclaim. 
The New York Times remarked that the 
theme of Cavalia is “Celebrating horses, 
humans and their bond.” CNN’s Larry 
King raved, “The greatest show I have 
ever seen! Spectacular. Beautiful. Like be-
ing in a dream. I loved it!” The Washing-
ton Post exclaimed, “Impressive, highly 
refined, indeed a wonder!” The Miami 
Herald stated, “ You’ve never seen a horse 
program quite like this! Magnifique!” and 
O Magazine exclaimed that “The wildly 
beautiful stallions of Cavalia leave audi-
ences with their hearts galloping. Breath-
taking!” The Chicago Sun-Times wrote, 
“Artfully staged at every turn. A megascale 
production on every level. Highly recom-
mended.” The New York Post remarked, 
“A dreamlike spectacle exploring the re-
lationship between man and horse. It’s a 
rare show that evokes a sense of wonder.”
Las Vegas Magazine proclaimed, “The 
stunning multimedia backdrop baffles 
the eyes, the athleticism and acrobatics 
stun the senses, and the horses touch the 
soul.”

Delightful, thrilling and poignant, Cava-
lia explores humankind’s long relation-
ship with the horse. Juxtaposed with the 
vibrancy of the production is a subtle the-
matic line that takes audiences through 
the evolution of horses and our interac-
tion with them. Audiences discover an 
unbridled life in the wilderness, then 
early domestication, and ultimately a re-
lationship with human beings based on 
freedom and mutual respect.

For its exclusive run in Denver, Cavalia 
will be presented under its White Big 
Top. Tickets are on sale starting today, 
July 28, 2010 at 7 a.m. Mountain, and 
are priced from $54.50 to $99.50. For 

guests desiring an extraordinary out-
ing, the show can be customized for an 
extended experience from $129.50 - 
$189.50, including a Horse Lovers Pack-
age that lets patrons tour Cavalia’s stables 
after the show, and the VIP Rendez-Vous 
Package that includes a tour of the stables 
post-show, a cocktail/dinner reception 
and much more. Special pricing is also 
available for children (2-12), juniors (13-
17), and senior citizens (65+). Please visit 
www.cavalia.net for more details.          ♞

Cavalia Carrousel
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Rattlesnakes  - A Hidden Danger!
-Dr. Dale Rice, MS DVM, Colorado Equine Clinic

If you've ever heard a rattlesnake shak-
ing its tail, it’s a sound you will never 
forget.

The rattling sound is not startling or loud 
or even all that scary, until you have as-
sociated it with the poisonous snake.  
This is probably why our horses might do 
something really crazy like stick their nose 
right down towards that ground where 
that snake is rattling.  Unfortunately, the 
snake is trying to protect itself and does 
so the only way it can.  IT STRIKES!!!

Rattlesnakes can be found all along the 
front range.  You can find them from 
prairies to anywhere below 7200 feet.  
Snakes cannot regulate their tempera-
ture, so they are only active between 50F 
to 100F.  There is no real “snake season.”  
They can be found anytime of the year 
so long as the temperature is between 50 
and 100F.

Most horses get bit without the owner’s 
knowledge.  A rattlesnake can be found 
in a pasture, behind the shelter or under a 
woodpile.  All places many of our horses 
can be found.  Rattlesnake bites are an 
emergency.  Without prompt treatment 
they can quickly cause death due to facial 
swelling and the horse’s loss of their abil-
ity to breath.  (Horses are obligated nose 
breathers. If the nostrils close the horse 
cannot breath through their mouths.)  
Death can also come on later do to dam-
age to myocardial fibers (heart muscles).  
Bites can go undetected in some pasture 
horses.

If you suspect a snakebite, call your vet 
immediately.  There will be a staff of car-
ing and knowledgeable individuals that 
will assist you and your equine friend.  
But there are a few things that you do to 
help you friend until the doc arrives.

Snakebite First-aid.

What NOT to do....

1. Do NOT panic. By staying calm, 
you will calm your best friend.  By 
staying calm you will make good de-
cisions.

2. Do NOT ride your horse back to 
the stables. Riding will increase 
blood flow which will increase the 
rate of toxin spreading in the blood 
stream.  Walk your horse out.

3. Do NOT “cowboy-up” and try 
cutting the wound and sucking out 
the poison.  This only makes things 
worse.

What TO do...

1. Be Prepared.  Before you go, find 
out if you are riding in a known rat-
tlesnake area.

2. Be Alert. Rattlesnakes like to sun 
themselves on rocks and often on 
roads and trails.

3. Be Calm. Keep your horse calm. By 

staying calm the toxin spreads less.
4. Remove Tack. Any tack that might 

cause constriction should be re-
moved.

5. Call your vet Immediately. There 
should be 24/7 coverage to help you.

6. Walk.
7. Keep your horse calm.  Keep heart 

rate low and reduce stress.  Stay with 
his buddy horses.  If on a trail ride 
the whole party should stay together.

8. If the bite is on the face or muzzle 
have someone get you two, six inch 
sections of garden hose (or equiva-
lent).  These can be used to gently 
place in the nostrils to prevent clo-
sure.  A little lubrication such as wa-
ter or spit can be used to make them 
slide easier.

9. Manage Pain/Inflammation. Give 
a NSAID.  Administer Bute, 2 grams 
per 1000 lb horse.

What will your Veterinarian do...

1. Keep the patient calm. Sedation 
may be needed to reduce anxiety 

The Western Diamonback Rattlesnake (Crotalus atrox) can 
exceed 7 feet in length.
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which will reduce the spread of tox-
in.

2. Airway management. This may be 
done with nasal tubes, or in severe 
cases, a tracheostomy.

3. Pain and Inflammation. A NSAID 
will be used to reduce inflammation 
and pain.

4. Antibiotics. A broad-spectrum anti-
biotic will be used to prevent local 
complications to skin and surround-
ing tissues.

5. Tetanus Booster. All deep puncture 
wound are susceptible to tetanus.

6. Anti venom. Not all horses will need 
anti-venom.  Anti-venom has to be 
from the same species of snake for 
it to be effective.  Adult horses may 
need 5-times the amount that a foal 
would need.

7. Supportive Care. IV fluids and hos-
pitalization maybe recommended to 
keep the patient under the watchful 
eyes of the your vet.                       ♞

Dr. Dale R. Rice, MS DVM, 
cVMA
 
Dr. Rice received his B.S. in Ani-
mal Science from California Poly-
technic University, Pomona, and 
a Master of Agriculture from the 
University of Connecticut. A love 
of horses, dogs, cats and just about 
all other creatures, combined with 
a desire to help people enjoy their 
animals led Dr. Dale Rice to be-
come a veterinarian.
 
After a long, successful career in 
animal/food safety, quality, and 
research, he was accepted into vet 
school as the oldest student in his 
class. His path to his life long goal 
was long, but in 2009 he received 
his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
degree from Colorado State Uni-
versity.
 
Preventative medicine is Dr. Rice’s 
special interest. He believes pre-
venting disease and injury are 
the best way to insure that own-
ers have the best experience and 
maximum time with happy and 
healthy horses. Equine dentistry, 
parasitology, nutrition and man-
agement are additional areas of 
Dr. Rice’s expertise.

 
Currently Dr. Rice is researching E. 
coli 0157:H7 in cattle via a grant 
from Colorado State University. He 
was a recent speaker at the University 
of Georgia’s Center for Food Safety 
where he presented his research on 
utilizing satellite imaging to predict 
food safety risks for animal agricul-
ture facilities.

Show me your horse and I will tell you what 
you are.

-Old English Saying



T
he C

entaur
R

ocky M
ountain D

ressage S
ociety

22



T
he

 C
en

ta
ur

R
oc

ky
 M

ou
nt

ai
n 

D
re

ss
ag

e 
S

oc
ie

ty
23

Infrared Equine Scans
-Jeff Hoffman, Certified Thermographer

Advanced Infrared is owed by Jeff Hoffman, who has over twenty years of experience in nondestructive testing and inspection. Jeff is certified thermog-
rapher # 8067 from the Infraspection Institute, and received his equine training from United Infrared EquineIR .  Advanced Infrared is a member 

of the United Infrared Network, which is the largest network of multi-disciplined infrared contractors in the world. 

Thermal imaging was first used in 
the equine industry 40 years ago. 
It is now becoming more recog-

nized as an investigative technique in the 
equine industry. There is more and more 
interest due to the improvement of the 
technology, the lower cost of the equip-
ment, and the standards for performing 
the infrared scans as well as improved in-
terpretations. With millions of dollars of 
equipment available to veterinarians dur-
ing the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, 
thermography was the most requested 
diagnostic tool.

An infrared camera measures electro-
magnetic waves at a set wavelength of 
the electromagnetic spectrum for infra-
red and displays it as temperature for the 
human eye. The heat emitted can be as-
sociated signs of soft-tissue injury, such 
as tendon or ligament damage.  Cooler 
temperatures may indicate nerve damage 
or disturbance with circulation.

Now with trained technicians and vet-
erinary interpretation, thermal imaging 
can help in identifying and pinpointing 
hidden injuries and inflammation, help-
ing with pre-purchase examinations and 
saddle-fitting. One of the best benefits of 
an infrared scan is the detection of soft-
tissue injuries up to 2 weeks before any 
traditional clinical signs are evident. This 
is truly a multi-faceted noninvasive tool 
for the equine industry.

Proper patient preparation is essential to 
both minimize anomalies, and enhance 
the exam through increased blood flow. 
Anomalies such as moisture and sweat, 

mud, bandages and blankets, can cause 
incorrect interpretation of a scan. Proper 
environmental conditions are needed for 
a successful scan as well. Sunlight, heat 
from metal roofs or barn siding, fans and 
breezes and the flooring of the barn can 
alter images and distort a scan. Having a 
clean and dry patient in an environment 
free of drafts, and direct sunlight or mois-
ture, are keys to the success.

When you go to the doctor and you have 
an x-ray taken, it must be further evalu-
ated by a medical professional. Interpre-
tation of the images is also essential for 
successful infrared imaging. A licensed 
veterinarian must do thermal imaging in-
terpretation. Even more important, in ad-
dition to a solid understanding of patient 
anatomy, an interpreting veterinarian 
must have an understanding of thermal 
imaging technology to correctly relate the 
images with possible physiologic chang-
es. Advanced Infrared utilizes Dr. Joanna 
Robson’s extensive experience to perform 
interpretations.

A wide range of people can find infrared 
imaging helpful. Horse buyers and sellers, 
trainers, veterinarians, farriers, and own-
ers. Advantages of using infrared scan-
ning:
•	 Noninvasive
•	 Imaging the whole horse
•	 Interpretation by a veterinarian cer-

tified in Infrared
•	 No Radiation
•	 Is done on-site 
•	 No sedation
•	 Quick - typically scans are done in 

30 minutes or less

•	 Monitor healing
•	 Detect tendon, ligament, and back 

injuries
•	 Check the fit of your saddle
•	 Localize mystery lameness
Infrared thermography is the best method 
available on the market that is economi-
cal and will give you as much information 
as a full equine infrared thermal scan and 
interpretation.

For more information about infrared 
equine scans go to www.advanced-ir.
com.       ♞

Cannon Bone Fracture

Image From Saddle Fit
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RMDS Membership Form 

RMDS is a USDF Group Member Organization.  All members are automatically USDF Group 
Members. 

Individual Membership - $55.00 (October – December)  ($60 after January 1-late fee) 
Additional family members (same address)  - $40 

Business Memberships- $75.00     Centaur newsletter only - $35.00    Life Membership - 
$650.00 

All business memberships include one individual membership. 
Please include all information for person designated as individual member. If an adult amateur, include current copy of USEF card. 

 All individual members will receive Centaur newsletter & the Omnibus. 
Indicate Local Chapter (only one):    
O Arkansas Valley O Foothills (Golden, Evergreen) O No. Colorado (Ft. Collins, Greeley) 
O Boulder Valley O Grand Valley (Grand Junction) O Wasatch Mountains (Utah) 
O Colorado Springs O High Plains (Parker, Littleton, Aurora) O Western Colorado (Aspen, Vail etc.) 
 
Name ______________________________________________________Date of Birth _______________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________________________________________________ State/ZIP __________________ 
 
Phone (Home)____________________ (Work) ________________________(E-Mail)____________________________ 
 
USDF No.________________________________ Occupation ___________________________________________________ 
 
Names, DOBs, & USDF #s of additional family members________________________________________________________ 
I pledge $ _________ to go towards the RMDS Scholarship Fund. (Include amount with your membership check) 
Type of Membership:   (check one)   o Individual o Business o Family o Centaur Only 
____ Please remove my name from lists sold by RMDS   o Renewing member: Need another binder-include additional $8.00 
 
____ Referred by: ____________________________________ ::  ___________Permanent Bridle Tag (a pair) add $30 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------Tear Here ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Horse Registration Form 

Horses must be registered with RMDS to be eligible for year-end awards and for horse-of-the year award. 
Eligibility starts on the date the envelope containing this form and check is postmarked. 
The name & all information on this registration must be the same as that used on horse show entry forms. 

Lifetime Horse Registration Fee - $40.00  Changes (i.e., owner or horse's name) $15.00 
 
Horse Name_____________________________________________________________________ Sex___________________ 
 
Breed (if known) ____________________________________ Registration No. (include copy of papers) __________________ 
         (list grade if no registry papers available.) 
Owner Name(s) (one owner must be an RMDS member) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Owner_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Owner’s Phone (Home)________________________________ (E-Mail) ___________________________________________ 
 
Name of Representative (If owner is a business)________________________________________________________________ 

Membership & horse registration acknowledged via postcard.  Mail completed form with check made payable to RMDS 
to:  RMDS Central Office - 2942 Park Lake Dr. - Boulder, CO  80301  720-890-7825 

January, 2010 
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Classified Ads

HORSES
Dressage Prospect. Warmblood looks without the warmblood price.  Tall and elegant 4 year old 16.2 AQHA Gelding.  Well start-
ed under saddle.  Video available of first schooling show at High Prairie on You Tube-Willow Grange Stables-Only Till Tomorrow.  
Must sell owner has moved. $3500 Please contact Luise Rue 719-495-7559 or Siri Downie 719-495-4978

Nu Shu Dance Talented 14 yrs, 16 h chestnut Thoroughbred gelding. Successful scores at 1st level dressage, training 2nd-3rd. 
Calm, easy going, and has jumped in Pony Club and ridden on trails. Special, competitive horse for adult amateur or junior rider. 
Asking $10,000. Contact Elizabeth Santangelo: (970)420-4727, elizabethsantangelo@yahoo.com

TACK/EQUIPMENT
COUNTY SADDLERY WINTER TUNE-UP SPECIAL! Getting ready for the 2010 show season? Mention this ad and receive a 
FREE Logic girth or Mattes Correction Pad when you order a NEW saddle by March 1st, 2010. Call Alice Kremers, MSA Certi-
fied Saddle Fitting at 303-759-1771 or email Alice@Countysaddlery.com. Please visit www.TheFittedHorse.com for saddle fitting 
information. 



Business Ads

RMDS Bridle Tags 
Make Great Gifts!

Only $30 for 2
Contact RMDS Central Offi ce

(720)890-7825

Show Managers & 
Show Secretaries

Wonderful booklet of 
“How To” information.
$30, postage included.

Contact RMDS Central Offi ce
 (720) 890-7825

MoxieEquestrian
To Receive a 10% Discount on Moxie Products 

Enter Code PWM101 at Checkout

*Proceeds Benefit the RMDS Scholarship Fund when you 
make a purchase online at www.moxieequestrian.com.



Business Ads

3833 West County Road 8
Berthoud, CO 80513 

(970) 351-7121 • (970) 443-5467 
www.mentaladvantagegf.com

Specializing in Sports Psychology  
for Equestrians

Dr. Margot P. Nacey (#1716) 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
The Mental Advantage Program
EMDR, Brainspotting, Fear Reduction
Equine-assisted Psychotherapy
Imagery & Visualization
Performance Enhancement
Seminars and Clinics
Phone Consults Available

RMDS Rental Items
USDF OFFICIAL PONY MEASURING STICK:

Fee: $25 Plus Postage

DRESSAGE ARENA:
Fee: $100 per usage, plus Deposit

Contact the RMDS Central Offi ce to reserve items, 
and for more information:

720-890-7825 or rmds@rmds.org

dreamteamdressage.com

DREAM TEAM DRESSAGE

at Freedom Farms
Franktown, Colorado

720.251.5407

Dressage Training and 
Lessons focused on 

elegance and enjoyment for 
riders of all levels

Featuring the talents of 
USDF Silver Medalist

Michelle Albertus

Through the Grapevine
What’s happened lately in your life or with the friends you hold dear?

Let us know “Through the Grapevine” at vanbergc@yahoo.com.

Congratulations (belated!) to Ellen Fitzgerald on the purchase of 
her new mare Breeze.

Congratulations to Cindy Evers on the purchase of her new 
gelding Janosh.

Congratulations to Lynn Marohn and her 2 yr old filly ‘River-
man’s Miss Independence’ who was Champion Filly her first time 
out at Rocky Mountain Dressage IV at Somerset Farms.
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